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RESOURCEFULNESS 
DECEMBER ROUND TABLE  

FEBRUARY THEME 
 

DEN LEADER SECTION 
Doree Despain 801-942-2017 

Carol Lord 801-487-2935 

*  *  * * 

RESOURCEFULNESS 
Using human resources and other resources to their fullest. Cub Scouts will gain the 
knowledge and the means to meet situations effectively whether they are working on a 
service project or completing a den activity. 

SUB THEME:  
Why Turn Back the Clock for Core Value Resourcefulness. When you look back in time, it is 
easy to find many examples of resourcefulness, using human and other resources to their 
fullest. Whether it is the Ice Age, the Wild West, the Space Age, or the 1950s, each time had 
people with goals who used the resources available to them to make their lives better. 

*  *  *  * 
EDGE (explain, demonstrate, guide, enable) leader skill to be taught in class this month:  

Rainy Day Activities. Lead a discussion on the importance of having a backup plan for den 
meetings, especially if the original plan involves being out-of-doors. Brainstorm ideas of how 
an outdoor activity can be brought inside. Talk about preparing a small library of activities 
that can be conducted on short notice or with minimal resources.  Break into small groups, 
and give each group a bag of six random household items (i.e., alarm clock, canned goods, 
pencil). Ask the groups to create a short skit using all of the items and then share it with the 
larger group.  

*  *  *  * 

Cub Scouts can focus on Resourcefulness this month by learning about people and animals 
that display resourcefulness. Since February is also the Birthday month of BSA, you can also 
learn about the ways creativity and imagination have been used in the Scouting program. 
It’s also Black History Month, and there are some great examples of resourcefulness among 
African Americans like George Washington Carver. Boys and families can explore games 
and activities that focus away from technology. Be sure the boys, families and dens are 
involved in the Blue & Gold Banquet – choose a theme, decorations, activities and food that 
everyone can enjoy – and let the boys help!  
WOLF ACHIEVEMENTS  

Ach. #1g, k – Be resourceful! Think of another animal and how you can demonstrate their 
 walk in a fun exercise.  
Ach. #4b, c – Discuss how to handle these situations with an adult, and be prepared to do 
 the right thing.  
Ach. #7e – When you read about people who are protecting our world, look for ways in 
 which they have shown resourcefulness.  
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Ach. #10f – Attend a concert, play or other live program honoring someone resourceful.  
Ach. #10g – Practice being resourceful by spending an evening playing board games or 
 other old-fashioned games that don’t use technology. Think about how these kinds of 
 games help you practice being resourceful.  
Ach. #12 – Be prepared to handle any of these circumstances by discussing with an adult 
 how you should act BEFORE anything happens.  
WOLF ELECTIVES  

Elect. #1 – Learn how to use a code or ASL to communicate – in the past, people have 
 shown their resourcefulness in using all kinds of codes.  
Elect. #2 – Be resourceful in helping make scenery, costumes, props, and sound effects for a 
skit; or make a paper bag sea otter puppet and learn about how resourceful otters are.  
Elect. #4b, c, d, f– Be resourceful in making what you need to play a game; or play a game 
 that you have made up or that requires resourcefulness.  
Elect. #5 – Be resourceful in using materials to make a kite, a boat, airplane, train or car.  
Elect. #6 – Visit a bookstore or library and choose a book about Resourcefulness or someone 
 who has shown that value  
Elect. #7b – Make puddle jumpers using recycled materials  
Elect. #8d – Use recycled materials to make a windlass  
Elect. #9a – Help with a home or den party  
Elect. #10a-e – Read a book about Native Americans and/or be resourceful in making an 
 instrument, article of clothing or model home from creative materials  
Elect. 13b – If weather allows, put out nesting material and notice how birds use it  
Elect. #16 – Be resourceful and help your family prepare for an emergency or natural 
disaster; make a list of items for a family first aid kit or make a kit for your family UTAH  
Elect. #20b,c,d,e,f – Learn the safety rules for various sports so you can be prepared to stay 
out of trouble and danger.  
Elect. #22d – Demonstrate your ability to give directions to various places you might need to 
 visit in an emergency  
Elect. #23b, c, d – Show that you have the resources to take care of yourself in the outdoors 
 or when lost.  
BEAR ACHIEVEMENTS  

Ach. #3b, d – Learn about two famous Americans and tell how they improved our way of life; 
 point out how they demonstrated resourcefulness; Visit a place of historic interest in 
 your area and look for examples of resourcefulness.  
Ach. #4c – Read two folklore stories and tell your favorite one to the den; share examples of 
 how the characters showed resourcefulness  
Ach. #5a, d – Learn about a bird or animal you like and make a poster to share with others; 
 visit a zoo or nature center and observe the animals; be sure to look for examples of 
 animals showing resourcefulness, such as in building their homes or obtaining food.  
Ach. #9a,f – make Chinese almond cookies to honor Chinese New Year; make a Trifle for a 
 family dessert –George Washington’s favorite!  
Ach. #10a, b – Prepare for a family day trip and keep your eyes open for examples of 
 resourcefulness; have a family fun night and play a game or make something together 
 – do something non-technological, such as a board game or making a Jacob’s 
 Ladder  
Ach. #11- Prepare to be able to deal with an emergency by learning what to do 
 beforehand  
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Ach. #12b, d – prepare for a hike with your family and keep an eye out for examples of 
 resourcefulness; or attend an outdoor family event for one of the February holidays  
Ach. #13b, c, f – become more prepared and familiar with your personal finances by 
 keeping good records and setting up a savings account; play a board game that 
 involves play money with your family.  
Ach. #15c – try one of the Resourceful games  
Ach. #16c – create your own version of an animal related relay or exercise  
Ach. #17 a, b, d – Choose and watch a TV show with an adult – you may even be able to 
 find something about one of the resourceful people listed in this packet; Play 
 charades – it’s a game that can challenge your resourcefulness; use a computer to 
 find information about a person or animal that uses resourcefulness and write a report 
 about what you learned  
Ach. #21a-g – As you do any of the projects, list and locate or substitute for needed 
 materials; complete the Character Connection for Resourcefulness by considering 
 each project and what changes you might make to improve each one and what 
 worked well and why.  
Ach. #22 – Do any or all of the requirements to become more skilled to use all available 
 resources as needed in the future  
Ach. #24 –demonstrate leadership skills needed to become more resourceful 
BEAR ELECTIVES  

Elect. #2 – learn to use equipment and skills to record and understand weather forecasting  
Elect. #5 – Become more proficient in being around and on boats; be resourceful in making 
 repairs and using equipment  
Elect. #7 – use materials and tools in a resourceful way in doing the requirements  
Elect. #8a, c – be resourceful with materials and tools in making and playing a homemade 
 musical instrument  
Elect. #9a – use materials resourcefully in doing an original art project  
Elect. #17 – Be resourceful in your use of materials and tools when making home repairs  
Elect. #20a, b, c – Become familiar with and follow safety rules so you can do sports with 
 more safety and understanding  
Elect. #24a, b, c – Learn about Native Americans in your area; look for examples of their 
 resourcefulness in using everything available to them in their environment; share what 
 you learn with your den or pack  
Elect. #25a, b – Learn about essentials for hiking or camping safely; use the buddy system; on 
 a hike, look for examples of plant or animal resourcefulness. 

*  *  *  * 

QUOTES 
Quotations contain the wisdom of the ages, and are a great source of inspiration for 

Cubmaster’s minutes, material for an advancement ceremony or an insightful addition to a 

Pack Meeting program cover  

I can do all things through Christ, which strengtheneth me. Philippians 4:13  King James Bible 
Never trouble another for what you can do yourself.  Thomas Jefferson 
You can always find a capable helping hand at the end of your own sleeve. Zig Ziglar 
There's nothing more dangerous than a resourceful idiot.”  Scott Adams (Creator of Dilbert, 
American Cartoonist, b.1957) 
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Remember you will not always win. Some days, the most resourceful individual will taste 
 defeat. But there is, in this case, always tomorrow - after you have done your best to 
 achieve success today.  Maxwell Maltz 
Our enemies are innovative and resourceful, and so are we. They never stop thinking about 
 new ways to harm our country and our people, and neither do we. President George 
 W. Bush  
Aerodynamically, the bumble bee shouldn't be able to fly, but the bumble bee doesn't 
 know it so it goes on flying anyway.  Mary Kay Ash  
America is moving forward and gaining strength. We have been tested, and we have 
 proven ourselves to be a tough, resilient and resourceful nation.  Bill Frist  
There is no one area of chemical engineering that specifically helped me in my career as an 
 astronaut, it was more the general education in engineering. Also, it was a very 
 difficult and rigorous course. So, it made me strong and resourceful.  Leroy Chiao  
A human being should be able to change a diaper, plan an invasion, butcher a hog, conn 
 a ship, design a building, write a sonnet, balance accounts, build a wall, set a bone, 
 comfort the dying, take orders, give orders, cooperate, act alone, solve equations, 
 analyze a new problem, pitch manure, program a computer, cook a tasty meal, fight 
 efficiently, die gallantly. Specialization is for insects. Robert Heinlein 
I’ve never made a mistake. I’ve only learned from experience.  Thomas A. Edison 
They are usually things that people wouldn't think of doing and all of them require 
 imagination and resourcefulness. Molly Hoffman 
While no one is expected to leap tall buildings in a single bound, our aspiring heroes will be 
 tested on their courage, integrity, self-sacrifice, compassion and resourcefulness - the 
 stuff of all true superheroes.  Stan Lee (Creator of Marvel Comics - Spiderman, The Hulk, 

 The Fantastic Four, Iron Man, and Thor). 

So you are lean and mean and resourceful and you continue to walk on the edge of the 
 precipice because over the years you have become fascinated by how close you 
 can walk without losing your balance.   Richard M. Nixon  
It takes hard work, resourcefulness, perseverance and courage to succeed. Tommy Hilfiger 
 (American Clothing Designer) 
Anybody who has any doubt about the ingenuity or the resourcefulness of a plumber never 
 got a bill from one.  George Meany (Union Leader.  Take this positively.  Both he and 

 his father were plumbers by trade.  A bill documents what the plumber had to do to fix 

 your problem.  Never received a bill from one means never hired one to fix a 

 problem). 
However vast a man's spiritual resources, he is capable of but one great passion.  Blaise 
 Pascal 
We are all capable of infinitely more than we believe. We are stronger and more resourceful 
 than we know, and we can endure much more than we think we can.  David Blaine 

*  *  *  * 
ACTIVITY IDEAS 

 

CONNECTING RESOURCEFULNESS WITH OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES  
Wendy, Chief Seattle Council (Adapted from B.A.L.O.O. Appendix E) 

1. Hikes - Take a "Search and Find" Hike.  Look for different animal 
homes and discuss how resourceful they are in finding or making 
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shelter. 

2. Nature Activities - Find NATURE everywhere - in a backyard, a puddle of water, a vacant 
lot, or a flowerpot.  Examine different birds' nests and discuss how resourceful birds are in 
finding materials to use. 

3. Service Projects - Have the boys make a quilt from materials they glean from their closets 
(with parents' permission) or extra materials families have.  Donate the quilt to a local 
shelter. 

4. Games & Sports - Play some problem-solving games.  Have boys create their own game, 
or choose a pioneer style game or a game from another culture. 

5. Ceremonies - Point out the resourcefulness of a boy in accomplishing his advancements.  
Talk about prehistoric people and how they made tools from what they found.  Note that 
we all must work with what we have. 

6. Campfires - Have boys build an "Indoor Campfire" for those times when they want a 
campfire setting but cannot be outdoors. 

7. Den Trips - Visit a recycling center.  Visit a quilt shop and talk about the history of quilts - 
how early Americans used everything they had.  Discuss how early Americans had to 
raise and grow all their food. 

8. Pack Overnighter - Have an indoor overnighter, playing board games, cards, or games 
the boys love or have made themselves. 

 

HOW TO ENCOURAGE RESOURCEFULNESS 
Alice, Golden Empire Council  

1. Beat Disney to the Punch – 

Look for the original version of classics that have been made into 
movies, cartoons, etc.  For example, the original J.M. Barry “Peter 
Pan.”  A children’s librarian would be a great resource! 

2. Look for Books Without Products – 

Again, a children’s librarian can help you find great and interesting books with original 
characters. 

3. Play a Storytelling Game – 

Take turns telling a story – but one that’s never been told before.  Start with a sentence 
like…”Once upon a time….”  Then let each person add a sentence or two.   Ban any 
references to a video game  or break in to re-direct if the story starts to take on a modern 
cartoon direction. 

4. Build something from scratch, without plans, using just materials you find in a discard pile- 

You can add tools and items like tape, nails, screws – but let imagination take over – in 
other words, be  resourcessful! 

5. Encourage Questions – Lots of them!   

Parents have been encouraged to set aside a time each week and call it “Three 
Questions”  During the week, kids can write questions on a white board or 
the refrigerator – then parents can answer the questions at the assigned 
time – or look for the answers with their kids.  A scout leader could use this 
same idea – record questions as you work with the den, then answer 
them at an agreed upon time. 

6. Offer Variety in Activities – and look for questions and answers.   
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The more kinds of activities and field trips you take, the more questions and discoveries 
there will be to be made.  Take advantage of local museums and activities and invite 
“guest experts” to introduce materials you don’t feel comfortable with. 

 

BEYOND THE BADGE - FIELD TRIPS Great Salt Lake Council 

Field trips can be a fun way to expose the cub scouts to different places and 
new things to learn. Some have fees but most are free. We have some 
wonderful suggestions for you and here are just a few, but I am sure they boys 
will have some great ones as well 

 

Bakery    Energy Center    Motor Sports Park 
Soccer Store/Camps  Food Bank    Radio Station 
TV Station                      Humane Society   Animal Shelters 
Dairy     Fire Department    Recycling Centers 
History Museum   Library    Governors’ Mansion 
Church     Art Center     Candy makers 
Brick Companies    Electric Company   Gas Company  
Aviary     Pioneer Museums    Sign Co. 
Grocery Stores    Planetarium    Children’s Museum 
Publishing Co.   Soda Bottling Co.   Wildlife Refuge 
Special Parks   Historical Society   College 
State Capital   Cruise/Sail    Air Museum/Park 
Local Industry   Landfill    Town Hall 
Police Station   Highway/Road Dept  Bank 

The possibilities are too numerous to mention. Plan ahead to see if it works for your group or if 
they offer this service. Please remember to call ahead and schedule as well if any fees are 
charged, and note contact information. Check out the websites of places you are 
interested in visiting for information on possible outings, there are many options. Ask around 
to other leaders for the places they found to be good outings, they can be a wonderful 
resource. 

Maybe your council has a list of local trail and activity patches that are listed on their 
website that you can earn on your field trip. We have all heard the phrase KISMIF (Keep It 
Simple, Make It Fun) in the relation to cub scouting. This definitely applies to the field trips as 
well. Make it fun and interesting and they will return. HAPPY SCOUTING and don't forget your 
tour permit. 

��������Invite families to make emergency boxes for their vehicles - include items needed such 
as:  flares, jack, battery cables, emergency air for tires, first aid items, some hard candy, 
meat sticks, water and cups, blanket, first aid supplies, list of phone numbers, extra 
diapers, medications, rain ponchos or sweaters, small toys, games or drawing pads to 
keep kids occupied while they wait.  The Red Cross, local government and fire 
department can provide brochures and information on what to have on hand and how 
to use it.  This would be an excellent service to your pack families, especially during the 
season when natural disasters can impact family safety and winter weather increases 
danger. 
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��������Invite families to come to a Special Board Game Night – it will remind everyone that fun 
can be had without the TV or other modern technology! 

��������Since February is Black History Month,  

assign boys and/or families to explore the many ways in which African Americans have 
been resourceful – creating art, making inventions, using materials in unusual ways. To 
learn more about African American inventors, go to: 
www.teacher.scholastic.com/activities/bhistory/inventors/   or 
www.inventors.about.com/od/blackinventors/a/black_inventors.htm  

��������Create something new from scratch - Gather discarded materials, some tools and 
equipment such as scissors, glue, nails, and screws – then build something!   The den 
could work together, or boys could work individually or in teams of their own choosing.  
Let them come up with a name and a use for their creation.  It could be displayed at the 
Pack Meeting – or take a picture of each boy with his creation. 

��������Take a hike and look for examples of resourcefulness – ask the boys to find examples of 
animal housing, nature re-using materials.  For example, a spider web using a gate post 
and a tree branch for side supports, or a bird’s nest using all kinds of “found materials.” 

Learn about George Washington Carver and his contributions, and how resourceful he was: 

For example, when he was hired to teach at Tuskegee Institute, he found there was no lab 
equipment – he had his students scour the trash for bottles, broken jars, etc. from which he 
created lab equipment. Carver is especially known for his work in agriculture.  For more 
information, go to: http://www.ideafinder.com/history/inventors/carver.htm    

��������Challenge each boy, family or den to come up with three uses for the peanut – really not 

hard!  George Washington Carver came up with 300 uses for the peanut.  Go to: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Washington_Carver  for some ideas. 

��������Read or listen to a Rudyard Kipling story about Resourcefulness – The Cat That Walked by 

Himself.  Go to:  
www.onlineaudiostories.com/tag/resourcefulness/    And don’t forget that Rudyard 
Kipling was a friend of Baden-Powell and wrote the original Jungle Book story of Akela! 

��������Ask each family to bring left-over fabrics for a service project quilt – or  puppets to donate 

to a local charity.  Ask a local “guest expert” or pack family member to oversee 
preparation of the materials so everyone can help with the project.  Take photos to add 
to your Pack Scrapbook. 

��������Check to see if any local museums are having special activities for President’s Day -  in 
my area, the Air and Space Museum is having special events for President’s Day 
Weekend.   

*  *  *  * 

PRE-OPENERS 
 

THE RESOURCEFUL BUTTERFLY COLLECTOR Alice, Golden Empire Council 

Turn Back the Clock and learn more about the Resourcefulness of Baden-Powell, who 
founded Scouting.  Before he started the Scouting movement, he was in the British military, 
and even worked as a spy.  He had to be very resourceful – he once dressed up as an 
eccentric British butterfly collector, complete with the net.  He acted as if he was a harmless 
and rather strange man, and the enemy completely ignored him as he studied and 
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mapped their fortifications.  However, being resourceful and a talented artist who could use 
both hands, Baden-Powell made his drawing part of a butterfly design! 
Challenge the boys to see if they can hide something in a drawing of an animal – Or 
challenge teams of Parents & Boys to be Resourceful enough that no one can find their 
hidden message or picture!  

 
The marks of the wings reveal the shape of the fortress shown here and the size of the guns. 
Head of Butterfly points north. Position marked by spot where line with symbol ends.  
Look for the symbols on the butterfly and in the fort -  

Fortress Guns. 
 

Field Guns.  

Machine Guns.  

 
For more information on Baden-Powell's spying and sketching (He didn't always use 
butterflies) go to: 
Baden-Powell’s Spy Butterfly   http://www.pinetreeweb.com/bp-adventure02.htm 
 
 “AND THEN”… GAME Alice, Golden Empire Council 
A great old-fashioned activity – and it requires Resourcefulness! 
Explain that you are going to tell a story – but everyone will have a chance to add to it.  
Good starting sentences begin with “Long ago” or “Many years ago” or “One dark night” or 
“Once Upon a Time…  Each person adds a sentence or two – and ban any references to 
modern technology or standard action movies or games.  If needed, the leader can jump in 
and re-direct the story to a creative and imaginative story line. 
 

GUESSING GAME Catalina Council 

Equipment: 5 small coins or buttons for each person  
��������Each person is given 5 small coins or buttons and places them in 

their pocket.  
��������Divide into pairs and stand facing each other.  
��������Then each pair puts their hands into their pockets 

simultaneously and brings out so many of the coins or buttons.  
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��������Placing their fists in front of each other, they must guess how many objects they have 
between them.  

��������The one nearest the correct number goes into the next round, and so on until you find an 
eventual winner. 

 

THE RESOURCEFUL MR. CARVER WORD SEARCH Alice, Golden Empire Council 

Each of the words below connects to one of the most resourceful men of all time – George 
Washington Carver, an African American scientist and inventor who found 300 uses for the 
peanut, and transformed southern agriculture. Words can be in any direction, even 
diagonal! 

 
And the words are: 

AGRICULTURE ARTIST COFFEE 
COTTON FLOWERS INK 
INVENTOR PAINT PEANUT 
RESOURCEFUL SOAP SCIENTIST 
SOYBEAN  SWEET POTATO 
TEACHER  TUSKEGEE 

Now that you’ve solved the puzzle, find out more about how the words connect.  Check 
under Core Value Related Stuff or go to: 
www.inventors.about.com/od/cstartinventors/a/GWC.htm to learn more about George 

Washington Carver.  To download printable pages or a whole booklet, go to: 

www.dm.usda.gov/oo/colorbook.htm  
 

CLOTHESPIN MIXER 
Catalina Council 

Equipment: Clip-on clothespins - 3 or 4 for each person 
��������Give everyone 3 or 4 clothespins.  
��������Tell them that the object of the game is to get rid of their clothespins without 

having anyone else pin THEIR clothespins on them.  
��������With everybody trying to get rid of his or her clothespins at the same time, as 

fast as possible, this is a rowdy and fun way to start a meeting. 
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HISTORICAL OBJECTS Simon Kenton Council 

Distribute copies to all guests and see how many persons they can identify by the following 
clues 

1 A rainbow a. George Washington 

2. A kite b. Little Red Riding 
Hood 

3. A glass slipper c. Noah 

4. An apple d. Samson 

5. A slingshot e. William Tell 

6. A coat of many 
colors 

f. Ben Franklin 

7. A wolf g. Cinderella 

8. Long Hair h. Joseph 

9. A hatchet i. David 

10. A footprint j. Abe Lincoln 

11. A cloak k. Florence Nightingale 

12. A steamboat l. Robin Hood. 

13. A rail fence m. Paul Bunyan 

14. Three ships n. Little Jack Horner 

15. A plum o. Robert Fulton 

16. A blue ox p. Sir Walter Raleigh 

17. Steals from the rich q. Columbus 

18. A famous nurse r. Robinson Crusoe 

1-C, 2-F, 3-G, 4-E, 5-I, 6-H, 7-B, 8-D, 9-A, 10-R, 11-P, 12-O, 13-J, 14-Q, 15-N, 16-M, 17-L, 18-K 

A YUMMY PUZZLER 
Have a collection of candy wrappers (or the real thing) and have people figure out what 
wrapper goes with which answer. 

1. Greasy digits  
2. A baseball player  
3. A sarcastic laugh   
4. One of Charlie Brown's girlfriends   
5. A long run   
6. A planet   
7. Overweight  
8. An author   
9. A big mass of stars  
10. What a worker looks forward to   
11. Small Hills  
12. The number before one   
13. A famous trio of men   
14. Definition of an object you can't identify  
15. Mountain tops   
16. The terminology of a body builder   
17. The elite street in New York   
18. A large sum of money   
19. Pooh's favorite   
20. A little laugh   
21. A lazy cow   
22. Feline nickname   
23. Opposite of bad and few   
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24. Tumbling girl   
25. Lazy Cowboy   
26. African monkey parts   

A Yummy Puzzler Answers 
  1. Butterfinger  2. Baby Ruth  3. Snicker          
  4. Peppermint Patty 5 Marathon     6. Mars  
  7. Chunky   8. O'Henry   9. Milky Way     
  10. Pay Day   11. Mounds   12. Zero 
  13. 3 Musketeers  14. Whatchamacallit 15. Snow Cap   
  16. Crunch   17. Fifth Avenue  18. 100 Grand 
  19. Bit-O-Honey  20. Chuckles  21. Milk Duds   
  22. Kit Kat   23. Good 'n Plenty  24. Tootsie Roll 
  25. Slowpoke  26. Reese's Pieces 

*  *  *  * 

OPENING/CLOSING & FLAG CEREMONIES 
 

RESOURCEFUL OPENING Pamela, North Florida Council 

Have a den open in whatever way they had planned. At the end as they sit and all eyes on 

you have someone else shuts off all the lights. (Make sure you brief all your leaders on this 

before at your committee meeting.) 

Suddenly you hear the Cub master calming Scouts down. 
Cubmaster: “It's okay.. I am prepared!  
(He/she turns on their flash light or lights  a candle)   
Ah there we go. Is that light enough for you?   (wait for them to reply )  
Oh.. wonder who else is resourceful… hm…  
(and another leader lights a candle, or turns on a flash light or lantern..) 
That’s better…  What about now?   
(Wait for Cubs to reply)  
They think we need more light…  
(eventually each den leader or Den Chief in some cases. Some lights can come on 2 or 3 at a time 
(Do not forget your time limits.) Turns on or lights a candle till all the leaders have lit a light. )  
There, that’s better. Don’t you think?  
Assistant Cubmaster: Oh sorry Cubmaster. I was leaning on the light switch. (and the ACM turns on 
the light)  
Committee Chair: Now that is what I call Resourceful.  

 

AD LIB OPENING Pamela, North Florida Council 
Props: white pillow case, blue streamer or blue cloth, brown paper bag( or paper bag you 
 can’t see through), and One American flag at the bottom of the bag.  Three or more 
 Cubs and a Den Leader (DL) 
Cub #1: (walks in down the aisle to the front where Cub # 2 is):  

Oh no! We forgot it! 
Cub #2:  We didn’t. 
Cub #1:  We did. 
Cub #2:  What should we do?  
Cub #3: (comes in carrying a white pillow case down the aisle to the other 2)   

I know! We can make our own flag.  
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Cub #1:  What? 
Cub #3:  It’s the resourceful thing to do  

(Grins. So proud of himself)  
Cub #2:  We can’t do that. Give me that  

(Takes pillow case and places in bag) 
Cub #4: (bringing in pieces of blue cloth or blue streamers to the front of the room where the 

rest are)  
Wait he has a good idea. We can tie these to the pillow case and add these. It will 
look almost like our flag! 

Cub #2:  Your just silly 
(and puts the streamers in the bag) 
Oh no! 

Cub #1:  What’s wrong? 
Cub #2:  I got a paper cut, and now my finger is bleeding. 

(He shows the other Cubs)  
Cub #3# Hey. Put your hand in the bag and you can wipe it on the pillow case inside. 

That will help.  
Cub #2: Okay.  

(They all watch as he puts hand in bag. Wait a few seconds.) 
Cub #1:  Did it work?  
Cub #2:  Pulls out hand and shows them.  

Yep. It’s okay. 
Cub #3: Whew! 
Cub #2:  Wait. 

(looks inside bag)  
That’s weird.  

Cub #1:  What?  
(Cub # 2 shows Cub # 1)  
Wow… that is strange. 

Cub #3:  What?  
(Cub # 2 shows Cub # 3)  
That’s not strange that’s pretty awesome.  
(Pulls out the American flag that was on the bottom of the bag and Cubs # 2 and # 3  

hold out so all can see. ) 
Cub #1: All please stand and join us in the pledge of allegiance.  

(After Pledge) 
DL: Now that is what I call resourceful. Good job Scouts! 

RESOURCEFUL CONNECTIONS OPENING Alice, Golden Empire Council 

Narrator:  The Value for this month is Resourcefulness – but February is also a special month 
for Scouts – it’s the anniversary of BSA! 
We’re going to show you how the two ideas are connected – take a look! 

Cub Scout #1:  (holding a drawing of the butterfly) Baden- 
Powell used imagination to hide his drawings of an enemy fort to 
make it look like a butterfly!  
Cub Scout #2:   (Showing off a sea otter paper bag puppet) 

Tiger Cubs used recycled materials to make an otter puppet.   
Narrator:  Not only that, they learned that the sea otter is also resourceful – he uses 
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a rock to break open crabs and shellfish so he can eat them! 
Cub Scout #3:  (holding picture that fits Ach. # 12) The boys in the Wolf Den have 
learned what to do in different situations – like what to do if someone is being 
teased or bullied.  That’s how to be resourceful when it really counts! 
Cub Scout #4:  (holding a homemade camp stove or other homemade item or 

picture of one) Webelos Scouts learn how to use what they have to 
make useful things for camping!  
Narrator:  There’s a traditional American saying  about being Resourceful:   “Use it 
up, wear it out, make it do, or do without.” And it looks like the scouts are learning 

some great ways to be resourceful. There’s another American tradition that is shared with 
scouts – loyalty and patriotism.   
(Move into Flag Opening) 

 

WORLD’S FIRST SCOUT CAMP OPENING Pamela, North Florida Council 

Set Up: Four Cubs with cards.  On the front are appropriate pictures.  On the back are their 
parts in LARGE type.  Alternately, this could be read by the Cubmaster, a Den Chief, or 
another adult or group of adults with good speaking voices.. 
Cub # 1: On the 29th day of July, 1907, Lord Baden-Powell took 22 boys with him to Brown 

sea Island off England’s southern coast to camp, stalk, cook, swim, boat, and have 
great time. This was the site of the world’s first Scout Camp. 

Cub # 2: This little camp is the foundation of the tremendous world-wide Scouting 
movement, The Boy Scouts of America was organized shortly after, along with other 
Scouting associations to many other countries. Today there are more than 25 million 
Scouts in over 200 countries! 

Cub # 3: Times have changed, but the Scouting ideals are virtually the same today as 
they were when Lord Baden-Powell designed the program based on learning and 
growing by having fun! The Laws and Promises he wrote are just as powerful as ever.  

Cub # 4: Please stand with me as we give the American version of the Cub Scout Promise 
and the Law of the pack followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

*  *  *  * 

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
 

HOW TO BUILD A THINGAMAJIG Great Salt Lake Council 

Divide the audience into 4 groups. Assign each group one of the words listed below. When 
their item is mentioned in the story, the assigned group should shout the designated saying. 
Have a practice session before starting the story. 

Doodads: Clickety-clack, clickety clack 
Dingford:  Whiz, bang, boom  
Freedistant:  Whoosh, whoosh 
Higoricky:  Snap, crackle, pop 
Scatereekus:  All sounds together 

Very few families these days can get by without a thingamajig. Sure you can buy one at the 
local hardware and appliance store, in all sorts of colors, sizes, shapes, makes and models, 
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but as easy as they are to build yourself, you should just get a kit and put it together. Here 
are a simple set of instructions for building your own thingamajig… 

The Doodads of the thingamajig kit are stored in the bubble-wrap gizmo and are stapled 
with the purple assembly Dingford to the left-handed Freedistant. The assembly Dingford 

should be placed in an upright position on any corrugated doomaflatchy or Freedistant to 
complete assembling the Doodads. Carefully remove the gizmo from its containeration of 
the Doodads from the Freedistant and lay out the Doodads in parallel with the assembly 
Dingford and assemble the Doodads in the order listed. You will need two fringhoppers with a 
4/3” gagglehump for the Higoricky, and you’ll have to use penpoppers to complete the 
riggeration. 

Using a witchifiggle, carefully punch 1/2” what-nots through the assembly Dingford and 
Freedistant, where the Higoricky will attach. The what-nots are there to capitrate the hoosie 
Higoricky that will beefling the Doodads together. 

Next frammis the chingus to the Freedistant, making sure the whatchamacallits are 
catiwompus to the hootnanny and the Higoricky, as shown on the assembly Dingford. If it is 
reversed, the thingamajig will not work properly. 

Tighten two fistaroud valves underneath the Freedistant using the hickeys from the Doodads 

to join one doodad to the other. Now refracker a jigger to the demisantis and the 
doorfunkey near the whatchamacallits. Put a dingus on each loose enough so that the 
thingamabob can discombobulate and rotate easily, or it might XXXX and fly off and hit 
someone in the doohickey. 

That finishes the instructions. If you’ve followed them carefully, you should have a well 
running thingamajig when you turn over the Scatereekus.   

 

THE CUB SCOUT YEAR Catalina Council 

Pass out a few small treats to the audience. Each time they hear the word that indicates 
some direction they move the treat to the person closest to them in that direction. A few 
could be bigger or wrapped to appear more special.  The key words are:  

Right 
Left 

In Front 
Behind 

The Cub Scout year is filled with such fun. Right at the end of the summer the pack has a 
grand round-up to invite new cubs into the pack. After the Webelos have Left to join the 
troop there is more room for all the new Tiger Cubs and Bobcats In the fall all the Cubs LEFT 
bags on the doorsteps for the neighbors to fill. After the service projects, caroling, and 
holiday crafts there were not many days LEFT in December. The Boy Scouts from the troop 
invited the Webelos to their camp at the Klondike Derby. Looking to the RIGHT and the LEFT 
they found the troop's sled RIGHT IN FRONT. At the derbies the excited Cubs stood IN FRONT 
to see the racing. Did you see the one that LEFT the others behind in his dust? IN FRONT of the 
Pack at the Blue and Gold Banquet the Cubmaster was careful to give the boys their RIGHT 
awards. The fun continued with scout shows with displays and activities jam packed RIGHT in 
a row. What Cub in his RIGHT mind could forget the fantastic time at summer camp? Den 
meetings, field trips, Pack meetings, outings galore! You had better WRITE it all down 
because you would certainly feel sad, if you were LEFT BEHIND. 
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ON THE OLD FRONTIER  
Directions: Divide the audience into eight groups. Assign a character role to each. Have 

them rehearse their parts once. As each character is mentioned (in CAPITAL 

LETTERS), the group stands up, makes the proper response, and sits down.  
Parts SETTLER  Davy Crockett  
GUN  Bang, Bang  
DOG  Man’s best friend  
TURKEY  Yum, Yum  
CABIN  Shut the door!  
FRONTIER  Way out west  
INDIAN  Geronimo  
AUTUMN  Let’s eat  

Story  
Early one AUTUMN morning, many years ago on the old FRONTIER, a SETTLER stood before his 
lonely CABIN with his DOG ready to hunt a TURKEY he needed for dinner, hoping no INDIANS 

would spoil his feast.  
Whistling to his DOG, the SETTLER shouldered his GUN and started down the forest trail. In the 
meantime, the INDIAN, also with a DOG, came down the forest trail from the other direction.  
Just at that moment, a fat TURKEY flew between them. Out flew an arrow, off went the GUN, 
and down fell the TURKEY (it tripped). The DOGS bounded in, and up rushed the INDIAN and 
the SETTLER. Grrrr said the DOGS. “He’s mine,” said the SETTLER. No, he’s mine said the INDIAN. 
Grrrr snarled the DOGS.  
The noise of the argument shook the CABIN and awoke the whole FRONTIER (including the 
TURKEY, which was only stunned by the loud noise of the GUN, took off unsteadily and flew in 
the open door of the CABIN where it was promptly captured by the INDIAN, the SETTLER, and 
the DOGS. And thus, dinner with neighbors came to a lonely CABIN in AUTUMN on the old 
FRONTIER.  

Utah National Parks Council, Pow Wow Book 2003-2004, September, p.7 

*  *  *  * 

SONGS 
 

WHAT'S INSIDE? 
Great Salt Lake Council 

Tune: Supercalifragalistic 
My Mother asked me one fine day just what I had inside. 
My pockets were so very full, they bulged from side to side. 
I told her that she didn't want to know the answer yet. 
For they are special things to me, my lifelong super pets. 
A rubber ball, a piece of string, a candy wrapper too. 
Some bubble gum, a coke pop-top; Mom doesn't have a clue. 
But buried deep inside my pants; my very dear close friend. 
My horny toad will be my friend, until the very end. 
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TREE TOAD  
Tune: Auld Lang Syne  
A tree toad loved a fair she toad 
That lived up in a tree; 
She was a fair three-toed tree toad 
But a two-toed toad was he. 
The two-toed tree toad tried to win 
The she toad's friendly nod; 
For the two-toed tree toad loved the ground 
That the three-toed tree toad trod.  
Now three-toed tree toads have no care 
For two-toed tree toad love, 
But the two-toed tree toad fain would share 
A tree home up above. 
In vain the two-toed tree toad tried; 
He couldn't please her whim. 
In her tree toad bower with veto power, 
The she toad vetoed him! 
 
THE TWINKIE SONG  
Tune: Do, Re, Mi  

Dough the stuff that makes twinkies,  
Ray the guy who makes the twinkies,  
Me the girl who eats Ray's twinkies,  
Fa a far long way to twinkie,  
So I think I'll have a twinkie,  
La la la la la la twinkie,  
Tea no thanks I'll have a twinkie,  
And that brings us back to dough twinkie twinkie tw inkie dough.  

 
YOU CAN TELL A SCOUT FROM TEXAS  
(Sung to the tune of "Yellow Rose of Texas")  
You can tell a Scout from Texas, you can tell him b y his walk,  
You can tell a Scout from Texas, you can tell him b y his talk,  
You can tell him by this manners, his appetite and such,  
You can tell a Scout form Texas, BUT YOU SURE CAN'T TELL HIM MUCH.  

* * * *  
CHEERS & APPLAUSES 

PATRIOTIC 
 Spell America three times,  
then yell “Cub Scouts” twice,  
then yell USA –  
A-M-E-R-I-C-A,  A-M-E-R-I-C-A,  A-M-E-R-I-C-A;  
Cub Scouts, Cub Scouts,  
USA 


