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COMPASSION
Being kind and considerate, and showing concern for the well-being of others. Cub Scouts will
develop care and concern for the well-being of others by participating in the effort to collect items
for charities.
* * * *
EDGE
(Explain, Demonstrate, Guide, Enable) leader skill to be taught in class this month:
Den Displays at Pack Meetings: Den displays offer boys an opportunity to showcase the projects
they have been working on during the month. Having a den display can reinforce the unity among
the den members. Additionally den displays can give younger boys something to look forward to
as well as inspire visiting boys to join Cub Scouting.
Lead a discussion on what can be exhibited. Items include advancement projects, den
advancement charts, and den doodles. Attractively arranged photos and mementos of a den
outing is another idea. Discuss how to insure the items are brought to the meeting for display.
Remind participants that the den leader is not the only one responsible for collecting the items and
setting up the display. Encourage each family to make sure their boy brings his own items. Den
chiefs, denners, and den families can help set up the display. Share ideas on how these items
may be displayed so each boy’s work can be seen and appreciated. Den displays should be
located where people will walk by them naturally and view each display. It is disappointing if no
one pays attention to a boy’s effort. There should be enough space around each of the tables for
the display, and the table should be identified with a den number. Items should arranged on the
table in an orderly fashion and labeled with the boys’ names. Ask participants to share their
success stories.
Tiger Requirements/Electives With Family *A.= Achievement & *E.= Elective
*E.31. learn about an animal
*E.32. make bird feeder/hang outdoors
*E.33. play cleanup treasure hunt
*E.47. Learn about recycling
*E.43. Visit a vet or animal groomer
*E.34. one way to conserve water/electricity
& do it for 1 week
*E.42. visit zoo or aquarium
*E.48. ride public transportation
Wolf Requirements/Electives

*A. = Achievement & *E. = Elective

Your Living World
*A.7A (Character Connection-Respect),*A.7B (discuss land, air & water pollution),
*A.7C (discuss recycling), *A.7D (pick up litter),
*A.7E (read & discuss 3 stories of how people are protecting our world)
It’s a Secret
*E.1C (“write” your name using American Sign Language)
Birds *E.13B (put out nesting materials, tell which birds may use them),
*E.13C (read book about birds),

*E.13D (point out 10 different kinds of birds-5 can be from pictures)
Pets *E.14B (discuss what to do if meet strange dog)
*E.14C (read & tell about a book about a pet), *E. 14D (discuss rabid: define, etc.)
Home Work-given at beginning/verify at end of month: *A.7F (list & do: 3 ways to save energy)
*E.13A (make list of birds seen in 1 week & where seen), *E.14 A (take care of pet)
*E.13E (feed wild birds & tell which birds were fed), *E.13F (put out a birdhouse, tell which birds use it)
Bear Requirements/Electives

*A. = Achievement & *E. = Elective

SharingWorld w/Wildlife
*A.5A (poster of how a bird or animal you like lives)
*A.5B (make bird feeder & hang) *A.5C (explain what wildlife conservation officer does)
*A.5E (name 1 animal extinct (last 100 years)/why, & 1 on endangered species list)
Take Care of Planet
*A.6B (plant tree), *A 6G (neighborhood clean-up project),
*A.6C (call city/county officials or trash company to find out what happens to your trash),
Be a Leader
*A.24A (help boy join Cubs or help new Cub through Bobcat trail),
*A.24B (serve as denner/assistant denner), *A.24C (plan & conduct a den activity),
*A.24D (tell 2 people they have done a good job), *A.24E (discuss hard choices),
*A.24F (Character Connection-Compassion)
Requirements: *A. 5 = do 4, *A.6 = do 3, *A. do F & 2 others
Home Work-given at beginning/verify at end of month:
*A.6E (in book- list kinds of energy family uses),
*A.5D (visit zoo/nature center/aviary/wildlife refuge/game preserve),
*A.6A (recycle 5 lbs glass/aluminum or 1 month daily newspapers), *A.6D (in book-list ways water used in
home, repair/correct a problem),
*A.6F (in book-find out more about your family’s use of electricity)
Optional= Water & Soil Conservation
*E.15A (view/describe different layers of soil),
*E.15B (3 \different kinds of soil experiment)
*E.15C (visit burned-out forest or prairie area or slide area- talk to soil & water conservation officer/ forest
ranger)
*E15.D (define erosion-what grasses/trees/ground cover should you plant to help limit erosion?) 15E (visit
lake/stream/river/or ocean-do clean up project-name 4 kinds of water pollution) 3
Optional= Farm Animals
*E.16B (name & describe 6 kinds of farm animals & their common uses),
*E.16A (take care of a farm animal), *E.16C (read a book about farm animals & tell den about it),
*E.16D (with family/den visit livestock exhibit at county or state fair)
Patches: Ability Awareness, Conservation Good Turn Patch, Donor Awareness Patch, Wheeler Historic Farm,
Cub Zoo Trail, Cub Scout World Conservation Award,
Belt Loops:
Disabilities Awareness, Pet Care,
Wildlife Conservation
FUN FOR THE FAMILY
1. Shaping Your Family Identity L-Kindness Counts
2. Developing Personal Skills E-Family Support
3. Building a Family Team Q-Secret Pal
4. Connecting with your Community

C-Care Center Program, K-Food Drive, N-Neighborhood
Pixie
5. Facing Family Challenges R-Tender Loving Care, S-Welcome Neighbors
* * * *
QUOTES
“No act of kindness, no matter how small, is ever wasted.” – Aesop
“If you want others to be happy, practice compassion. If you want to be happy,
practice compassion.” – The Dalai Lama
“If you haven't any charity in your heart, you have the worst kind of heart trouble.” –
Bob Hope “Kindness is the language which the deaf can hear and the blind can see.” – Mark Twain
“You cannot do a kindness too soon, for you never know how soon it will be too late.” – Ralph Waldo Emerson
“Scatter seeds of kindness everywhere you go;
Scatter bits of courtesy - watch them grow and grow.
Gather buds of friendship; Keep them till full-blown;
You will find more happiness than you have ever known.” – Amy Raabe
Compassion literally means to feel with, to suffer with. Everyone is capable of compassion, and yet everyone
tends to avoid it because it's uncomfortable. And the avoidance produces psychic numbing -- resistance to
experiencing our pain for the world and other beings. Joanna Macy
I would rather feel compassion than know the meaning of it. Thomas Aquinas
* * * *
PRE-OPENERS
Smiles for Everyone
Challenge each boy, den or family to bring all kinds of smiles cut out of
magazines and newspapers. Have a large piece of paper for each den, furnish
paper glue sticks. Each group can create a collage of “Smiles” – talk about how a 4
smile makes everyone feel welcome, and challenge everyone to practice smiling all week long.
* * * *
Your Name in Bumps!
Most people read by using their eyes. However, people who can’t see can still read. They read
with their fingertips!
The Braille Alphabet
♣ The Braille alphabet is based on a rectangle of six dots.
♣ Each dot position has a number, 1 through 6.
♣ For each letter, some dots are raised and some are not.
♣ For example, an A has one raised dot in position 1.
♣ The G has four raised dots in positions: 1, 2, 4, and 5.
Can you write your name in Braille in this box?
Use as many boxes as you need, one letter to a box.

Want to see how it feels? Use the pencil to poke a little hole at each dot from the back side. Now
close your eyes and read with your fingers!
* * * *
Disability Awareness Round Robin
Have several Disability Awareness games set up around the room. As people arrive, divide
them up so some people start at each station, then go around clockwise to the other
stations. The Braille Cell below would work. See other suggested activities under GAMES
section.
* * * *
Human Scavenger Hunt List:
♣ Two people who have the same first and last initial
♣ The person in the group who was born the farthest away from here

♣ Two people with the same middle name
♣ A group of people whose ages add up to 100 5
♣ A group of people whose shoe sizes add up to 40
♣ Two people with the same birthday (or birthday month)
♣ A group of three people who all have different colored eyes
♣ Two people who have no siblings (only child)
♣ A group of people who can spell a word by putting together the first letters of their first names
♣ Two people with either parents with the same first name
♣ Two people who have a state quarter in their pocket or purse
* * * *
OPENING/CLOSING & FLAG CEREMONIES
A Matter of Compassion
Before the meeting, prepare large letters that spell out COMPASSION, so that each boy in turn can
hold up or post his letter on the wall.
Narrator: This month, we’ve been learning all about a Core Value.
Cub #1: (Posts letter C or holds it up) Caring for others is what Cub Scouts do – a Good Deed
every day!
Cub #2: (Posts letter O or holds it up) Only when you “Walk a Mile” in someone else’s shoes can
you really understand.
Cub #3: (Posts letter M or holds it up) Make sure you treat others as you would like to be treated!
Cub #4: (Posts letter P or holds it up) Put yourself in the other guy’s place – it will change how you
act.
Cub #5: (Posts letter A or holds it up) Always use kind words and tone of voice.
Cub #6: (Posts letter S or holds it up) Some people have special challenges that make it hard to
walk or move.
Cub #7: (Posts letter S or holds it up) Some people have special challenges that make it hard to
read or talk like everyone else.
Cub #8: (Posts letter I or holds it up) I learned how they feel with some of the games we played
this month.
Cub #9: (Posts letter O or holds it up) Overcoming challenges takes a lot of courage. 6
Cub #10: (Posts letter N or holds it up) So NEVER forget to Do Your Best, no matter how you
show Compassion to others!
Emcee: Let’s now celebrate this great country, with the tradition of accepting people of all races
and creeds, and the freedom to accept and help anyone with challenges! Will you please
stand and repeat the Pledge of Allegiance with me?
* * * *
SKITS
Second Language
Arrangement: One den member wears a sign reading "Mother Mouse. " Another
has a sign reading "Cat" All others wear signs reading "Mouse. "
MOTHER MOUSE: Come children, it's a beautiful day for a nice walk.
(Other mice respond. All making small talk while crossing the stage. Suddenly "Cat" jumps into the path in
front of the mice)
MOTHER MOUSE: (in a loud voice) BOW WOW WOW! BOW WOW WOW!
(The cat screeches in fear and runs off)
MICE: Oh, Mother, we were so scared!
MOTHER MOUSE: Let that be a lesson to you, children. It pays to learn a second language.
* * * *
Goodbye In Any Language
Cast: Many speakers of foreign languages, one leader
Setup: The leader stands on the stage, and is greeted by the boys who say goodbye in different languages.
Boy1: Hi, how are you?

Leader: I’m good. How’s your Dad?
Boy1: He’s good. Hasta Luego! (Turn to leave)
Leader: What does that mean?
Boy1: Oh, that means ‘goodbye’ in Spanish.
Boy2: Hi, how are you?
Leader: I’m good. How’s your Mom?
Boy2: She’s good. Buon Giorno! (Turn to leave)
Boy2: Oh, that means ‘goodbye’ in Italian.
Boy3: Hi, how are you?
Leader: I’m good. How’s your Brother?
Boy3: He’s okay. Au revoir! (Turn to leave)
Leader: What does that mean?
Boy3: Oh, that means ‘goodbye’ in French.
Boy4: Hi, how are you?
Leader: I’m good. How’s your Sister?
Boy4: She’s fine. Sayonara! (Turn to leave)
Leader: What does that mean?
Boy4: Oh, that means ‘goodbye’ in Japanese. 7
Boy5: Hi, how are you?
Leader: I’m good. How’s your Uncle Tom?
Boy5: He’s good. Waves to CM (Turn to leave)
Leader: What does that mean?
Boy5: Oh, that means ‘goodbye’ in any language
* * * *
CRAFTS
THREE STAGES OF A BUTTERFLY-- CATERPILLAR, COCOON, AND BUTTERFLY.
Create A Caterpillar
Materials: Section of a paper egg carton (three cups long so you can get four per dozen eggs), craft paints,
paintbrushes, chenille stems, small pompoms, wiggle eyes, craft glue, pencil
Give each Cub a section of egg carton (the caterpillar). Allow him to decorate it. Give each boy two 1½-in.
pieces of chenille stem. Glue a small pom-pom to one end of each of the chenille stems. Have adult partners use
the pencil to poke a small hole in each side of the caterpillar head for the chenille stem antennas. Glue the
wiggle eyes to the front of the caterpillar.
Cocoon Model
Materials: Small twig, lots of yarn or string (depending on thickness—at least 10 ft. per
boy), small piece of cardboard (1 by 3 in.), scissors, tape
Curve the corners of cardboard so that it is roughly oval shaped. Use a small piece of tape to secure one end of
the yarn to the cardboard. Have the Cub wrap the rest of the yarn around the cardboard to form a cocoon. Be
sure to cover all of the cardboard. Use the end of the yarn to tie it around a twig.
Butterfly Magnet
Materials: Round coffee filters, watercolor paints or markers, black chenille stem, spray water
bottle, magnetic strip (optional)
Lay the coffee filter flat. Use watercolor paints or water-soluble markers to draw designs on it. Spritz lightly
with water until it is slightly damp but not drenched. The colors will bleed some. Let dry for a few minutes.
Fold your chenille stem in half. Gather the coffee filter along the center and place it at the bend in your chenille
stem. Twist the chenille stem shut and then spread out the ends to form antennas. Add a magnetic strip to
the back of the chenille stem so that you can display your butterfly on the refrigerator.
Discussion
• Has this helped you understand this animal and the challenges it faces in its life cycle?
• Do you want to be careful when you see a caterpillar? That is . How can you show

compassion for other things?
• What can you do to practice compassion in the week ahead? 8
* * * *
Our Feathered Friends
Use Dominos to demonstrate the chain reaction effect of showing compassion. Line the Dominos
up in a row as you mention compassionate deeds. Then knock the last Domino over to illustrate
how showing compassion spreads. Add more compassionate deeds as necessary.
Example:
1) Build a birdhouse
2) Build a birdfeeder
3) Build a birdbath
4) Do not disturb a bird's nest
• What do think will happen to the birds if their environment is destroyed?
• What does it mean to have?
• Do feel like you have for birds?
• How would you feel if someone didn't care about you?
• What can you do to show for birds?
* * * *
Compassion Rolls
Tell the Cubs that just like we should always be prepared with supplies for any emergency when
we go hiking or camping, we need to be ready at a moment's notice to show compassion to
anyone and everyone we meet. A compassion roll helps you carry along some basic kindness
supplies. Cover one end of a cardboard tube or mailing tube with paper or a plastic cap. Decorate
the roll with colored tissue or wrapping paper, or color it with crayons and markers. Fill the tube
with chocolate hugs and kisses, band aids or other small first aid items, small snacks, a few dollars
and a list of phone numbers where people can get help for different problems. Brainstorm with the
boys for other small items that can fit in the tube to help show compassion no matter what situation
comes up. Make a small cap for the other end and attach a piece of ribbon or string as a carry
handle.
* * * *
Helping Hands Book
Trace each boys hands on a piece of construction paper and several pieces of white paper. Cut
them out and fit them together as a book using the colored paper as the front and back cover.
Staple the pages along the left edge and write "(boy’s name)'s Helping Hands" on the front. Have
the Cubs write or draw an example of how he can help others on each page.
* * * *
World Conservation Panda
Materials: Makes panda neckerchief slides. Use white and black
pom-poms and wiggle eyes. Attach a piece of ½ “ PVC pipe to make it
into a neckerchief slide.
Discussion: The World Conservation pandas represent animals that are
endangered in our world. We have an obligation to our future to protect
all creatures.
What do you think will happen to the animals of our world if their
environment is destroyed?
What does it mean to have compassion?
Do you feel like you have compassion for animals? How would you feel if someone didn’t care
about you?
What might make people feel compassion for animals? What can we do to show compassion for
animals? 9
* * * *
SONGS

Passion for Compassion
Tune - If You’re Happy & You Know It
Slow down the music on this one –
there are lots of big words to fit in –
but the thoughts are important to hear –
If you’re happy and you know it, You must see –
That you have to think of you but also ME,
With a passion for Compassion,
You will always do what’s Right
When you always think of You but Also ME!
When you try to walk in someone else’s shoes
It will help you know the action you should choose –
You will seek to be more kindly,
You will make a judgment blindly,
When you try to walk in someone else’s shoes.
When you alter your perspective you will change,
And your feelings will expand to help arrange –
How you act and what you’re saying
Will be kinder, and “fair-playing”
When you alter your perspective you will change!
Have a passion for Compassion, do what’s right,
And your happiness will grow quite out of sight,
You’ll bring happiness to others –
And you’ll treat all men like brothers,
Have a passion for Compassion, Do what’s Right!
* * * *
A Smile is Quite a Funny Thing
(Tune: Auld Lang Syne)
A smile is quite a funny thing.
It wrinkles up your face,
And when it's gone you never find
It's secret hiding place.
But far more wonderful it is
To see what smiles can do,
You smile at one, he smiles at you
And soon one smile makes two.
He smiles at someone, since you smile,
And then that one smiles back,
And that one smiles until, in truth,
You fail in keeping track.
And since a smile can do great good
By cheering hearts of care,
Let's smile and not forget the fact
Those smiles go everywhere. 10
* * * *
GAMES
Late- Breaking News
Have the boys sit in a circle. The object of the game is for each boy to add three words to a single
story as it is passed around the group. The three words should help describe an incredible news
story, the funnier the better. The leader should begin the story slowly by saying something lie, “Late
last night.”, The second person might add, “... A green monster...”; And so on. If someone gets
stuck and can’t thing of anything to add, keep going and go back to that person later. Keep the

game moving along until you feel the story is complete.
* * * *
Fumble Fingers
Divide the den into two teams.
Tell players to untie their shoe laces.
Then tell them to put one hand behind their back (or tie one hand to belt.)
On signal, each team tries to the tie their shoe laces, with each player only using one hand.
First team finished wins.
* * * *
Ships in the Fog.
Divide the den into two teams and line them up relay fashion at one end of the room.
For each team set up a series of obstacles—a chair, tables, stools, etc.—between them and the
other end of the room.
Blindfold the first player on each team.
On signal, he starts for the other end of the room, trying to avoid the obstacles.
His teammates may call out directions (“Go right”, “Turn left”, etc.)
When he reaches the other end of the room, he takes off the blindfold and runs back to touch the next player,
who is already blindfolded.
Continue until all team members have raced.
First team finished wins.
* * * *
RUN-ONS/ JOKES/ RIDDLES
Funny Questions About Lots of Things
Ask question, pause for effect, then laugh like crazy
1. Why isn't the number 11 pronounced one-ty one?
2. Why are there interstate highways in Hawaii?
3. Why doesn't Tarzan have a beard?
4. Why isn't phonetic spelled the way it sounds?
5. Why don’t all those psychics know the winning lottery numbers?
6. Why don't they call moustaches "mouthbrows"?
7. Why is it called 'after dark', when it is really after light?
8. How is it possible to have a civil war?
* * * *
What do you give an elephant with big feet? Plenty of room.
* * * *
What wears shoes but does not walk? A footpath.
* * * *
How does a tennis player sneeze? A-tennis-shoe! A-tennis-shoe!
* * * *
What has one foot and four legs? A bed.
* * * *
Why don't bears wear shoes? So they can go BEAR-foot.
* * * *
Tongue Twisters
I thought a thought.
But the thought I thought wasn’t
the thought I thought I thought.
If the thought I thought I thought
had been the thought I thought,
I wouldn’t have thought so much.

Of all the felt I ever felt, I never felt
A piece of felt that felt the same
As that felt felt when I first felt felt
Betty Botter bought some butter.
“But,” she said, “the butter’s bitter.
If I put it in my batter,
It will make my batter bitter,
But a bit of better butter,
That would make my batter better.”
So she bought a bit of butter
Better than her bitter butter, 12
And she put it in her batter,
And the batter was not bitter.
So t’was better Betty Botter
Bought a bit of better butter.
* * * *
Knock, Knocks
Who's there?
Cash
Cash who?
No, thanks. I prefer peanuts.
* * * *
Knock, knock.
Who's there?
Pecan.
Pecan who?
Pecan someone your own size!
* * * *
Q: What seven letters did Old Mother Hubbard say when
she opened her cupboard?
A: O I C U R M T
* * * *
CHEERS & APPLAUSES
Show You Care Applause: Demonstrate, then have audience do it three times –
Say “Show You Care” as you put one hand over heart, second hand over first hand
and bouncing up and down (like a heart beating). Repeat three times.
* * * *
Let’s Walk Together Applause: Audience teams up in twos, with arms linked and walk around in
a circle, in place, while saying “Let’s Walk Together!”
* * * *
CUB GRUB
Walking Veggie Salad
Ingredients:
One green, yellow or red pepper
One bunch of celery
1 carrot
Jicama, with outer skin removed
Ranch or favorite dressing 13
Directions:
• Wash all vegetables.
• Cut the pepper in half, and clean out seeds from inside.

• One side will be your “bowl.”
• Cut the other side into strips.
• Cut the carrot, celery and jicama into 4" long strips
• Add some dressing or dip in the bottom of your Pepper “bowl” and
• Then add your veggie strips, place one end in the dressing.
• Now you can enjoy your walking veggie treat – with your favorite dip!
* * * *
Walking Fruit Bowl
One orange,
Banana,
grapes,
apple,
or any favorite fruit
Directions:
• Wash all fruit.
• Cut orange in half and remove fruit, then cut into sections.
• You now have two “bowls.”
• Cut other fruits into cubes of strips.
• Add a favorite dip or dressing in the bottom of your orange “bowl” and enjoy your walking fruit treat – with
your favorite dip!
* * * *
WEB SITES
Great Scout Sites
Great Salt Lake Council
http://www.scouting.org/scoutsource/CubScouts.aspx
http://www.boyscouttrail.com/cub-scouts/cub-scouts.asp
http://www.scoutingthenet.com/
http://usscouts.org/bbugle.asp
http://www.cubmaster.org/
http://meritbadge.org/wiki/index.php/Cub_Scout_Leader_Portal
http://www.macscouter.com/
http://www.makingfriends.com/scouts/scouts_boys.htm
http://crafts.kaboose.com/cub-scout/
http://www.boyscouttrail.com/cub-scouts/tiger-scout-activities.asp
http://www.google.com/imghp?hl=en&tab=wi –
Search for “cub scout coloring pages”
http://www.activity-sheets.com/scout/camp-coloring/index.htm
http://coloringbookfun.com/scouts/
http://coloringpages.nick-magic.com/boyscouts.html
http://www.artistshelpingchildren.org/popsiclesticksartscraftsideascraftstickskids.html
http://www.etowahcreek.com/slides.htm
http://www.boyscouttrail.com/content/activity/tiger_neckerchief_slide-1471.asp
http://scienceshareware.com/lilivw/cub-scout-neckerchief-slides.htm
http://cubclub.tripod.com/
http://cubclub.tripod.com/craft.html
* * * *
JUST A THOUGHT
Some dens use a good conduct candle. This is a large candle that burns during den meetings.
When any boy breaks the conduct code the candle is extinguished for the remainder of the
meeting. After several den meetings, the candle will be burned down, and a special treat or trip is
planned for the den. The sooner the candle burns down, the sooner the boys receive their treat. In
this way, the candle serves as an incentive for good behavior.

Leader Suggestions for a Code of Conduct
Enter by back door.
Wipe feet before entering.
Leave boots on porch.
Go directly to den meeting room.
No running or wrestling indoors.
Show courtesy and respect for other den members, leaders, and the den meeting place.
Bring handbook to each meeting.
Wear uniform to each meeting. 15
Some Cubs answer to what the code should say:
Don't interrupt
No nasty jokes
No cussing
No punching or kicking
Listen to Akela and don't talk back
Don't stick your tongue out or spit
No talking ugly about other people
If a boy disobeys more than three times in one den meeting, he will phone his parents to pick him
up immediately.
Always go straight home after den meetings.
* * * *
One More Thing
Dogs as Teachers
If a dog were your teacher you'd learn stuff like:
When loved ones come home, always run to greet them.
Never pass up the opportunity to go for a joyride.
Allow the experience of fresh air and the wind in your face to be pure ecstasy.
When it's in your best interest--practice obedience.
Let others know when they've invaded your territory.
Take naps and stretch before rising.
Run, romp, and play daily.
Avoid biting when a simple growl will do.
On warm days, stop to lie on your back on the grass.
On hot days, drink lots of water and flop under a shady tree.
When you're happy, dance around and wag your entirebody.
Delight in the simple joy of a long walk.
Eat with gusto and enthusiasm. Stop when you have had enough.
Be loyal.
Never pretend to be something you're not.
If what you want lies buried, dig until you find it.
When someone is having a bad day, be silent, sit close by and nuzzle them gently.
* * * *
CLOSING/ (CUBMASTERS) DEN LEADER MINUTE
I Wish My Daddy Was a Dog
Baltimore Area Council
One day when my son was just a lad starting out in school
He came into my workshop and climbed upon a stool
I saw him as he entered but I hadn’t time to play.
So I merely nodded to him and said “Don’t get in the way”. 16
He sat a while just thinking--as quiet as could be.
Then carefully he got down and came and stood by me.
He said “Old Shep, he never works and he has lots of fun.

He runs around the meadows and barks up at the sun.”
“He chases after rabbits and always scares the cats.
He likes to chew on old shoes, and mother doesn’t like that.
But when we’re tired of running we sit down on a log,
I sometimes get to thinking I wish my Daddy was a dog.
Cause then when I came home from school he’d run and lick my hand.
And we would jump and holler and tumble in the sand.
And then I’d be as happy, as happy as could be.
Cause we would play the whole day through just my Dad and me.
“Now I know you work real hard to buy us food and clothes.
And you need to get the girls those fancy ribbons and bows.
But sometimes when I’m lonesome I think it would be lots of fun
If My Daddy Was a Dog and all his work was done.”
Now when he’d finished speaking he looked so lonely there,
I reached my hand out to him and ruffled up his hair.
And as I turned my head aside to brush away a tear,
I thought how nice it was to have my son so near.
I know the Lord didn’t mean for man to toil his whole life through,
“Come on my son, I’m sure I have some time for you.”
You should have seen the joy and sunlight in his eye.
As we went outside to play -- Just my son and I.
Now, as the years have flown and youth has slipped away,
I’ve tried always to remember to allow some time to play.
When I pause to reminisce and think of joys and strife,
I carefully turn the pages of this wondrous book of life
I find the richest entry recorded in this daily log
Is the day that small boy whispered, “I wish my Daddy was a dog”

