Respect

Passport to Other Lands
Cubmaster Section
December Supplemental Pack Meeting Plan: Passport to Other Lands
http://www.scouting.org/filestore/CubScoutMeetingGuide/pack/December_2013.pdf

Why Passport to Other Lands for the Core Value Respect. Today we recognize that people of many different
nationalities live in our communities. Learning about the ways of others helps lead to understanding, which in turn leads
to respect. Respect means showing regard for the worth of something or someone. This month we focus on having respect
for others by learning about the customs, religions, foods, and traditions of our friends from other countries.

TRAINING
Cub Scout Roundtable Planning Guide 2012-2013 http://www.scouting.org/filestore/training/pdf/511-410_WB.pdf

Maintaining Discipline in Pack Meetings. Ask participants to speak to the group and share success stories from their
pack meetings. Lead a discussion on what makes a pack meeting a success. Brainstorm ideas on how to keep pack
meetings orderly and running smoothly. Discuss positive ways to recognize good behavior. Incorporating a den spirit
award may be included in the discussion. Give examples of behavioral problems and discuss preventative measures.
Remind Cubmasters that they should use the acronym KISMIF (Keep It Simple, Make It Fun!) when planning their pack
meetings and should strive to involve family members in pack activities.
For the complete letter go to:
http://clipart.usscouts.org/ScoutDoc/Scouts-L/_Raw_Undigested_Material_2/PACKMTG_txt.txt
1. Program -- Have a good plan for the meeting and try to avoid "dead air." Dead air, I find, tends to occur if the
advancements are not well organized ahead of time, or the announcements are not well thought out, or some other "oops."
If dead air has to occur, have someone prepared to do a run-on or a song or something. Also, keep the meeting to a
reasonable amount of time with plenty of fun activities.
2. If possible, set the meeting room up so all kids face you. I can set all 12 dens in a horseshoe shape with the kids in the
front row of each den (parents behind). Nearly all activities occur within that horseshoe. This way none of the kids (except
siblings) are not in the front row and I can look each one in the eye. When someone is not keeping quiet, I can see them
and gently remind them it is time to be quiet (I've seen other packs yell or embarrass kids this way, but I believe that is
counterproductive). I also make a serious effort to know each child by name.
3. Make sure the Den Leaders know that you expect their help with control at the pack meetings. I should mention that the
entire pack should sit with their dens with some identification (such as their den flag) and not be a large mob. This makes
them feel a part of a more personal group.
4. Have a CONSISTENT quiet symbol. I have always used the classic scout sign, announcing it before hand by saying
"Signs up!" I do not continue until all are quiet -- INCLUDING THE PARENTS -- with their signs in the air. It can be
tough at first, and sometimes individuals or entire dens need to be reminded, but it is important that they understand you
will not continue until it is quiet.
Our pack's song leader picked up a great idea that we have been using and it seems to work better. It is in the form of a
fun activity. When things get noisy, she says "Sign goes up!" and the boys respond "Mouth goes shut!" and they remain
quiet. If I hadn't seen it myself, I would never believe it would work. But it is quick and works well.
This may go without saying, but once you have them quiet, you better have something to say or do. I have seen
cubmasters spend much time quieting the room and then go back and fumble papers trying to figure out what to do next.
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PACK IDEAS
The Cubmaster may choose to wear a costume representing the traditional dress of another country, or possibly a hat or two to fit the
theme.
Passports - Den Country Presentations
December Supplemental Pack Meeting Plan: Passport to Other Lands http://www.scouting.org/filestore/CubScoutMeetingGuide/pack/December_2013.pdf

For the opening ceremony activity, you can make a passport using a large sheet of construction paper folded in half with a picture of
the “Prepared. For Life.” logo found at the end of these plans and the word PASSPORT beside it.
[As the cubs visit the different countries, their passports can be stamped.]
Several weeks before the pack meeting, have each den select a different country to feature at their display table. Each den should be
encouraged to feature customs and traditions (especially holiday customs and traditions), religions, and foods of the selected country.
The foods can be served on the tables at the end of the pack meeting as refreshments. (For example, to represent Germany, someone
could display a Christmas tree, an advent wreath, a gingerbread house, and traditional German Christmas cookies called lebkuchen.)
Help the Cub Scouts and leaders set up tables with items that will be shared with the pack. The Cubmaster can gather holiday music
from other countries to play before and during the gathering time. (Ask for help from den leaders and parents if you are struggling
with finding music.)
Call each den to the front to tell of their adventures during the month. Ask each den to read a list of interesting customs, traditions,
foods, and religions practiced in the country they featured at their table. After all dens are finished, ask the pack to stand and do a
“global round of applause.” (Clap as you are turning around in a circle in place.)
Theme: Passports To Other Lands
Scott Thayer, Sequoia Council, California
When people travel to foreign countries, they have to ask their governments to issue them what’s called a passport. A passport is a
little booklet with your name and picture in it, along with several blank pages on which foreign border officials stamp the seal of their
country when you enter. You can’t go into another country without your passport. But did you know that every Scout already has a
passport? It’s not a little booklet, but a small purple patch that we wear on our uniforms, called the World Crest. The World Crest is a
symbol of brotherhood and good will the world over. When you wear the World Crest on your Scout uniform, you remind yourself
that you are a part of an organization that includes, but also goes far beyond, your own home nation. The World Crest also reminds us
that human beings should be respected and valued regardless of their race, color, creed, or place of origin. You’ll still need a paper
passport to visit foreign lands, but the World Crest allows Scouts to think of every person as their neighbor and friend.
WORLD FRIENDSHIP FUND
December Supplemental Pack Meeting Plan: Passport to Other Lands http://www.scouting.org/filestore/CubScoutMeetingGuide/pack/December_2013.pdf

Have a presentation on the World Friendship Fund. World Friendship Fund brochures, posters, and labels are available through your
local council. Be sure to let Cub Scouts and parents know about this activity at least a month in advance, so that the Cub Scout can do
chores around the home to help earn his donation.
The World Friendship Fund of the BSA offers a practical Good Turn opportunity for BSA youth members and leaders. Cash
contributions are used to assist Scouting through the World Organization of the Scout Movement and through national Scout
associations in developing countries. Tax-deductible contributions can be from individuals, units, camp, and training course groups.
Through the World Friendship Fund, voluntary contributions of Scouts and leaders are transformed into cooperative projects that help
Scouting associations in other countries to strengthen and extend their Scouting programs.
Unit participation in the World Friendship Fund offers a unique annual service project to benefit brother Scouts around the world.
The World Friendship Fund gives the youth members of the Boy Scouts of America an opportunity to help fellow Scouts who are in
need of their support. It teaches Scouts that Scouting is global. Since the inception of the World Friendship Fund, American Scouts
and leaders have voluntarily donated more than $11 million to these self-help activities.
The World Friendship Fund was developed during the closing days of World War II. At that time, there was a great need to rebuild
Scouting in those nations that had been wracked by war and were just emerging from the shadows of totalitarianism. Over the years,
this fund has provided Scouts from around the world with Scouting literature, uniforms, summer camp equipment, computers, and
other Scouting-related supplies. [copy, paste, and enlarge the font; for the Donation to World Friendship Fund]
Donation to World Friendship Fund

World Friendship Fund

Made by:

Boy Scouts of America

Unit name and No. _________________________________________________________________

International Department

Donation amount __________________________________________________________________

P.O. Box 152079

Council name and No. ______________________________________________________________

Irving, TX 75015-2079

Make checks payable to World Friendship Fund.

Council headquarters city _ __________________________________________________________
Certificate to be made out to: _________________________________________________________
Send certificate to:
Name ___________________________________________________________________________
Address _ ________________________________________________________________________
City, state, zip ____________________________________________________________________
Visit http://www.scouting.org/scoutsource/International/Highlights/22-329.aspx for more information.

World Brotherhood Cheer:
Divide the room in half.
One side will shout “WORLD” and the other will shout
“BROTHERHOOD,”
then everyone together shouts “THAT’S SCOUTING!”

Mail contributions to:
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GATHERING ACTIVITIES (PRE-OPENERS)
December Supplemental Pack Meeting Plan: Passport to Other Lands http://www.scouting.org/filestore/CubScoutMeetingGuide/pack/December_2013.pdf

The preassigned den greets families and hands out copies of the word search (see the end of this meeting plan) and pencils
for families to do together as they arrive. Here is the key:

Modern World Wonders
Trapper Trails Council
1-The Channel Tunnel
10-Itaipu Dam
A- St. Louis, USA
2-The Clock Tower (Big
11-Mount Rushmore
B- Arizona/Nevada, USA
Ben)
National Monument
C- Toronto, Canada
3- The CN Tower
12- The Panama Canal
D- English Channel
4-Eiffel Tower
13-The Petronas Towers
E-Panama
5-The Empire State
14-The Statue of Cristo
F- Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
Building
Redentor
G- London, England
6-The Gateway Arch
15-The Statue of Liberty
H- New York City, USA
7-The Golden Gate Bridge
16-The Suez Canal
I- Aswan, Egypt
8-The High Dam
17-The Sydney Opera
J- Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
9-Hoover Dam
House
K- Brazil/Paraguay
l-D, 2-G, 3-C, 4-P, 5-H, 6-A, 7-L, 8-I, 9-B, 10-K, 11-Q, 12-E, 13-J, 14-F, 15-N, 16-M, 17-O

L- San Francisco, USA
M-Egypt
N- New York City, USA
O- Australia
P- Paris, France
Q- South Dakota, USA

NATION SCRAMBLE
Unscramble
the
names
of
these
countries.
Work
with
your
family
or
friends.
1. CRFNEA
6. NRUAHGY
11. LIFNADN
16. IPNELIHPISP
2. GASDMACAAR
7. NLODAP
12. RINLDAE
17. MERACIA
3. EMGARYN
8. APNJA
13. CNOLASTD
18. ZRLIBA
4. GNAEDNL
9. EKOAR
14. WRENLZISDTA
19. PISNA
5. SARUSI
10. EMRKDNA
15. RUALAISAT
20. EWN
LNDZAAE
Answers: 1-France; 2-Madagascar; 3-Germany; 4-England; 5-Russia; 6-Hungary; 7-Poland; 8-Japan; 9-Korea; 10Denmark; 11-Finland; 12-Ireland; 13-Scotland; 14-Switzerland; 15-Australia; 16-Philippines; 17-America; 18Brazil; 19-Spain; 20-New Zealand
DO YOU KNOW WHERE?
PASSPORT CLUE
LAND
6. Shoes made of wood and lots of tulips
India
1. Boy Scouting originated in this country
Japan
7. Three big pyramids and a sphinx
Australia
2. Easiest continent to make ice cubes on
Egypt
8. Pokemon was invented here
Antarctica
3. Last Summer Olympics were held here
China
9. See the Great Wall
Holland
4. Our neighbor to the North
England
10. Taj Mahal and lots of curry
Colombia
5. They grow lots of coffee here
Canada
Answers: 1-England; 2-Antarctica; 3-Australia; 4-Canada; 5-Colombia; 6-Holland; 7-Egypt; 8-Japan; 9-China; 10India

SNACKS
NOTE: Be aware of food allergies and diet restrictions.
Ingredients:
Hot Chocolate Mix
Ingredients:
 1cup dark molasses,
 Heated water,
 3/4cup packed brown sugar,
 1/3 cup measuring cup
 1 teaspoon cider vinegar
 1 8-quart box dry milk,
 2 1/3 cups all-purpose flour,
 2 lb can chocolate drink mix (eg. Nestle Quik,
 1 1/2 teaspoons ground ginger,
Hershey's),
 2 teaspoons baking soda,
 12 or 16 oz. non-dairy creamer
 1egg,
 1 jar instant malted milk (chocolate or vanilla)
 1/2 teaspoon salt
Directions:
Directions:
Mix all ingredients well; store in cool, dry place. Heat
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. Grease cookie sheets.
water. Add 1/3 cup mix to 1 cup hot water. Stir well.
2. In a large bowl, stir together the molasses, brown
For a quick snack, buy small tortilla shells in the
sugar, vinegar, and egg.
refrigerated section in the store. Spread with peanut butter
3. Sift together the flour, baking soda, ginger and salt and
and or bananas/raisins, fold and serve.
add to molasses mixture. Mix until well blended.
4. Spoon the dough by teaspoonfuls onto cookie sheets,
Peanut Butter Yummies
about 2 inches apart. Bake until edges are golden. Let
Ingredients:
cool on pans for 5 minutes before removing.
 2 slices white bread,
5.
 2 tablespoons butter,
Chocolate Mexican Wedding Cookies
 4 tablespoons peanut butter,
Ingredients:
 1 teaspoon white sugar,
 cup butter, softened,
 1 slice whole wheat bread
 1/3 cup confectioners' sugar,
Directions:
 2 teaspoons vanilla extract,
1. Butter a slice of white bread. Spread peanut butter on
 1 3/4 cups all-purpose flour,
the bread over the layer of butter. Sprinkle sugar over
 1 cup ground pecans
the top of the peanut butter layer.
 1/2 cup German sweet chocolate, grated.
2. Place a slice of wheat bread on top of the white bread
 3/4-teaspoon ground cinnamon,
and repeat the layering of butter, peanut butter and
 1 pinch salt, 1/2-cup confectioners' sugar,
sugar. Top the wheat bread with a slice of white bread.
3. Cut the layered slices into 9 pieces. Insert toothpicks
 1/4 cup German sweet chocolate, grated
into the pieces and serve.
Directions:
1. In a large bowl, cream the butter and 1/3 cup
Darbey Bread (Italian)
confectioner's sugar until light and fluffy. Add the
Ingredients:
vanilla extract.
 (3 pound) package frozen bread dough, thawed,
2. In a separate bowl, combine the flour, ground pecans,
1/2-cup ground chocolate, cinnamon and salt; mix
 1 1/2 cups shredded sharp Cheddar cheese,
well.

1 onion, finely diced,
3.
Gradually add the dry ingredients to the creamed

1/4 cup olive oil,
mixture.

1 tablespoon Italian seasoning
4. Wrap dough in plastic wrap and chill 1 to 2 hours, or
until firm.
Directions:
5.
Preheat oven to 325 degrees F (180 degrees C).
1. Thaw frozen bread dough loaves until they can be cut
6.
Shape the dough into 1-inch balls. Place balls 1 inch
into 1 inch cubes.
apart on an ungreased baking sheet. Bake 15 to 18
2. Toss bread cubes with the grated sharp cheddar cheese,
minutes, or until the cookies are firm to the touch.
diced onion, olive oil and Italian spices. Place in a 9x9
Cool 1 minute on the baking sheet, then transfer to a
inch square baking pan. Let sit and rise in a warm
wire rack.
place until bread has doubled in size.
7.
For the coating, sift 1/2 cup of the confectioner's sugar
3. Bake bread in a preheated 350 degrees F (175 degrees
and 1/4 cup of the ground cocoa into a shallow bowl.
C) oven for about 20 minutes or until golden brown
While cookies are still warm, roll them in the coating.
and all cheese is melted.
Canadian Molasses Cookies

OPENING / FLAG CEREMONIES
December Supplemental Pack Meeting Plan: Passport to Other Lands http://www.scouting.org/filestore/CubScoutMeetingGuide/pack/December_2013.pdf

CUB SCOUT 1 (holds up a clock or a picture of a clock): It is always the right time to learn about the traditions, customs,
foods, and beliefs of people from other countries. Day or night, it is always the RIGHT time to show RESPECT.
CUB SCOUT 2 (holds up a world map, globe, or picture of Earth): It does not matter where in the world people are from,
it is RIGHT to treat them with RESPECT.
CUB SCOUT 3 (holds up a calendar): Every day is the RIGHT day to show RESPECT to others.
CUB SCOUT 4 (holds up a “passport” - on next page): Whether you visit another land or someone from another land visits
your country, try to learn about their customs. Knowledge leads to understanding, and understanding leads to RESPECT.
CUB SCOUT 5 (holds up a large shoe and a small shoe): No matter how big or small you are, it is always RIGHT to treat
others with RESPECT.
CUB SCOUT 6 (holds up a picture of the World Crest): Scouts across the globe wear this symbol. It is a symbol that no
matter which country we come from, we are united in Scouting. When you show respect for other cultures, you are
showing respect for your brothers and sisters in Scouting around the world.
CUB SCOUT 7 (holds up a picture with the Cub Scout ranks): No matter what your rank in Cub Scouting is, remember
that a Cub Scout ALWAYS treats others with RESPECT.
Candlelight Flag Ceremony
Props: 4 Cub Scouts, 3 electric or battery operated candles: 1 red bulb, 1 blue bulb and 1 clear or white bulb, and an American Flag. The room should be darkened.

Cub 1: Turns on red candle…The Red of my flag is for the life-blood of brave men ready to die or worthily live for this,
our country.
Cub 2: Turns on while candle…The while of my flag is for purity, cleanliness of purpose, thought, word, and deed.
Cub 3: Turns on blue candle…The blue of my flag is for truth and justice, like the eternal blue of the star-filled heavens.
Cub 4: (All Cubs salute)…My flag…the flag of America…home of liberty, land of opportunity, where people of all races
and creeds live together in peace and friendship. A land where people have faith, hope and charity in their minds, their
hearts and their actions.
Cubmaster: Now…will everyone please join in the Pledge of Allegiance.
I Am I, and You Are You
Heart of America Council
Personnel: Narrator and Cubs
Equipment: American Flag, Pack Flag and poster cards representing different countries where Cub Scouting is organized such as: Denmark, Greenland, France, Great
Britain, Germany, Ireland, Algeria, Belgium, Philippines, Switzerland
Setting: Cub Scouts enter with American Flag and Pack Flag followed by a color guard of Scouts carrying poster cards at the end of the narration

Narrator: Alike in so many ways, different in many others! But here! Now! We share a common bond - Cub Scouting.
And so it is with the many nations that form the World Scout Conference; alike in many ways, different in many ways,
sharing a common bond - Cub Scouting In 1920 Scouts from 32 countries gathered in Great Britain for the first World
Scout Conference This Conference meets every two years during the intervening time the World Scout Bureau,
consisting of 12 members elected at the previous World Scout Conference, meets to carry on the work of the Conference.
The Bureau is headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland. We as Cub Scouts, are not only members of a Pack, but we are
members of a National organization and then members of a World organization. It is time to pause and think about our
brothers around the world, how we are alike, how we are different, but mostly think about our common bond - Cub
Scouting (Cubs enter with Flags and Cards)
Opening Ceremony
Sam Houston Area Council
Props: Cue cards with the Cubs' lines printed on the back. It can also be useful to display a world map showing which countries have Scouting organizations.
Go to http://www.scout.org/wso/links.html to see the list of all 149 countries participating in the World Brotherhood of Scouting. Go to http://www.ipl.org/youth/hello
for a more complete list of how to say and pronounce "Hello" in various languages.

Announcer: "Welcome to our meeting. There are 149 countries in the World Brotherhood of Scouting, as shown on our
map. There are many languages spoken in those countries but you can always hear a Scout greeting you.
Spanish: Hola (OH-lah)
Swahili: Jambo (JAM-bo)
French: Bonjour (bohn-ZHOOR)
Arabic: A1 salaam a'alaykum (AHL sah-LAHM-ah ahGerman: Guten Tag (GOOT-en Tahg)
LAY-koom)
Mandarin: Ni hao (nee-HOW)
Hindi: Nahmaste (nah-mah-STAY)
Russian: Zdravstvuite (ZzDrast-vet- yah)
Hebrew: Shalom (Sha-LOHM)
Mohawk: Sekoh (SEH-goh)
Hawaiian: Aloha (ah-LOW-ha)
Announcer: "No matter where you go or how you say it, you can count on being greeted by a Scout who says 'Hello'."

CHEERS / RUN-ONS / JOKES
Leaning Tower of Pisa cheer: Have the group stand and, on the count of three, lean to the left.
Italian applause: Bravo! Bravo!
OFFICIAL APPLAUSE AND CHEER: Left hand raised, group claps. Right hand raised, group cheers. Raise both
hand, they do both
Gung Hay Fat Choy cheer: Pretend to open a fortune cookie and read the fortune. Yell out “Gung Hay Fat Choy! And
Best Wishes!”
SPANISH FLAMENCO APPLAUSE: Stand with left hand on hip and right hand held above head in the manner of a
flamenco dancer. Simultaneously snap fingers on our right hand and stamp your feet in a fast tempo while turning slowly.
Continue until you have made a complete circle. Every quarter turn, yell “Ole!”
HOLLAND WINDMILL APPLAUSE: Hold both arms out straight at shoulder level. Standing on one foot, spin
around while rotating arms in circle. Make a loud shoosh sound like the wind.
Heart and Soul Cheer: Lift foot and pat the sole of one shoe with one hand while patting your heart with the other hand.
Ho! Ho! Ho! Cheer: Divide group into three parts. Each group yells “Ho” one right after the other…or point to each
group to get their response. Play with the group…get them to go fast or slow…or the softest or loudest.
Heart of America Council
Japanese: Place hands together about chest high and say “Ah So, Ah So” while giving little bows
Gondolier: Make a motion as if polling a boat, singing out: "O, SOLE MIO"
Connecticut Rivers Council
Eskimo Cheer: Brrrrr-rrr, Brrrrr-rrr.
Frozen Cub (Scout): Wrap your hands around yourself
and say "Brrrrrrr".
Santa Claus: Reach out and hold stomach saying loudly,
"HO, HO, HO" three times. Variation: Add:
"MERRY CHRISTMAS!"
Sleigh: Say "Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle All the Way"
Christmas Bells: Pretend to hold a bell rope, then get the
left side of the audience to say "DING" on the
down stroke and the other side of the audience to
say "DONG" on the up stroke
Rudolph: Put thumbs to your head with fingers up,
forming antlers. Wrinkle your nose, saying. Blink,
Blink, Blink."
Ice Cube Cheer: Shape an ice cube with a thumb and
index finger, saying, "COOOOL!"
Star Cheer: Crouch down with hands on knees, then
straighten up and extend your arms high and wide,
and shout, “What a star you are!”
Southern NJ Council

WORKING ELF
Pick up hammer and say, Nail,
nail, nail, Glue, glue, glue, Build, build, build."
Cub 1: What do snowmen eat for breakfast?
Cub 2: I don’t know…what do snowmen eat for breakfast?
Cub 1: Snowflakes!
Cub 1: Why does Santa have three gardens:
Cub 2: I don’t know…why does Santa have three gardens?
Cub 1: So he can Ho…Ho…Ho !
Knock, knock.
Who’s there?
Kenya.

Kenya who?
Kenya sing a Christmas carol with me?
Knock, knock.
Who’s there?
Lettuce.
Lettuce who?
Lettuce in, it’s freezing out here!
Heart of America Council
What did the postcard say to the stamp?
Stick with me kid, and we’ll go places.
What travels around the world and stays in a corner?
A stamp.
OPENING CEREMONY PASSPORT TEMPLATE
Instructions: Please copy and glue the logo to the front of a
construction paper passport.

SKITS
Limericks of the World
Heart of America Council

Personnel: Each boy may read one limerick or Leader may
read as boys pretend to be World Scouts
Cub 1: We are a den with a skit,
about customs other countries do fit
In limerick we’ll tell you,
What Scouts around the world do,
Although we’ve stretched the truth a bit
Cub 2: There once was a Scout from Peru,
Who watched his mom making stew
Because once by mistake,
In an oven she did bake,
His birthday cake out of glue
Cub 3: There was a Cub Scout in France,
Who taught little ducklings to dance
When he said, “Tap, Tap!”
They only said, “Quack”,
What ducky dances they have in France
Cub 4: There once was a Cub Scout in Florence,
Who hated Christmas mutton with abhorrence
He found a dead buzzard,
And fried him in mustard,
Then served him for dinner in Florence
Cub 5: There was a Cub in Hong Kong,
Who never did anything wrong
He’d lay on his back,
With his head in a sack,
Singing an old Cub Scouting song
Cub 6: There once was a Cub Scout in Nice,
Whose friends were usually geese
They walked out together,
In all sorts of weather,
That’s the custom of Cub Scouts in Nice
Cub 7: In America there are Cub Scouts, too
With their own funny customs to do
Their dens yells are extreme,
No one’s heard such a scream,
Cause they yell till their faces turn blue
Foreign Foods:
Santa Clara County Council

 In English, the bird "turkey" was named as though
it came from Turkey. In Turkish, the bird is named
"hindi" as though it came from "Hindistan", which is
Turkish for India. (Any Hindi speakers wish to
comment on the Hindi name of a turkey?)
 French fries aren't really French. In fact, they were
invented by the English (so greasy, you know), who
call them chips. The French call them "pommes frites"
or "fried apples [of the earth]".
 In Wien (the German name for Vienna), they like

to eat Frankfurters. In Frankfurt, they eat the same
thing, but call them Wieners.
My Aunt Came Back
Heart of America Council

Personnel: 7 Cubs
Equipment: Each Cub holds a card with the text on the
back and a picture of the city or country on the front.
Setting: Cub hold up their cards, read parts and do actions
listed.
Cub 1: My aunt came back from old Japan;
She gave to me an old silk Fan
(Make fanning motion with right hand)
Cub 2: My Aunt came back from old Tangiers;
She gave to me a pair of Shears
(Make cutting motion with left hand)
Cub 3: My Aunt came back from the New York Fair;
She gave me a Rocking Chair
(Rock back and forth on your heels)
Cub 4: My Aunt came back from Holland, too;
She gave to me a Wooden Shoe
(Stomp right foot repeatedly)
Cub 5: My Aunt came back from Old Hong Kong;
She gave to me the game Ping Pong
(Move head to r ght and then left)
Cub 6: My Aunt came back from Kalamazoo;
She gave to me some Gum to Chew
(Make chewing mot on with mouth)
Cub 7: My Aunt came back from Timbuktu;
She gave to me some
(Leader points to audience)
Nuts like YOU!
Around the World
Heart of America Council

Personnel: 4 to 8 persons
Equipment: Captain’s hat
Setting: Skit opens with everyone leaning on the Ship’s
rail. The captain is telling them about the countries as they
pass them (It’s a very fast ship). All at once one person
yells.
Passenger: What is that big thing out there, captain?
Captain: Iceberg. They are made from ice that has broken
off the ice caps from the north and south ends of our world.
2nd passenger: (pointing) What is that, captain?
Captain: That is a volcano that has erupted and the ash and
lava has run down the sides
3rd passenger: Oh, yeah! Like when you eat too much
and you erupt?
(All start to look sick and run off stage covering their
mouths.)

GAMES & ACTIVITIES
Nsikwi—Africa
December Supplemental Pack Meeting Plan: Passport to Other Lands http://www.scouting.org/filestore/CubScoutMeetingGuide/pack/December_2013.pdf

You will need a tennis ball and an empty plastic bottle for each player (all the same size). Divide the players into two
teams. Teams sit in lines about 10 feet apart, facing each other. The players place the empty bottles in front of them. Each
player then tries to knock down the bottle of the player opposite him with the tennis ball. A point is scored for each
knockdown. After a designated time period, add up the points of the boys on each team.
Bivoe Ebuma (Clap Ball)—Cameroon
December Supplemental Pack Meeting Plan: Passport to Other Lands http://www.scouting.org/filestore/CubScoutMeetingGuide/pack/December_2013.pdf

Divide den into two teams. The teams line up facing each other about 6 feet on either side of a center line and toss a
rubber ball back and forth. When the ball is caught, the catcher must clap his hands and stamp his feet once. If a player
forgets to clap and stamp, a point is scored against his team. Keep the ball moving fast.
Great Britain
December Supplemental Pack Meeting Plan: Passport to Other Lands http://www.scouting.org/filestore/CubScoutMeetingGuide/pack/December_2013.pdf

Dens are arranged in relay formation. About 50 feet in front of each den, place a judge holding a bag of small objects. On
signal, the first boy in each line runs to the judge, gets an object, examines it, and hands it back to the judge. Then he runs
back and tells the second boy in line what he saw. The second player runs down, sees a second object, then runs back and
tells the third boy in line what he saw and what he was told by the first team member. The next team member runs down,
and so on. The last team member does not go back to the den but lists on a piece of paper as many of the objects his
teammates saw as he can recall. The judge then reads the list of objects out loud. The team with the Cub Scout who
correctly remembers the most objects is the winner.
Circle of World Brotherhood
December Supplemental Pack Meeting Plan: Passport to Other Lands http://www.scouting.org/filestore/CubScoutMeetingGuide/pack/December_2013.pdf

You will need a long rope with the ends tied together to form a circle. This is a teamwork game. Players should be similar
in size. Start with a small circle and gradually increase the size as the boys get used to this game. Players sit around the
rope circle. The object of the game is for everyone to stand up, tugging the rope. If everyone pulls at the same time, the
entire group should be able to come to a standing position. Now have everyone let one hand go and wave to friends in the
circle. Note: Ask parents to serve as spotters for this activity to ensure that none of the Scouts falls.
England: Before pack meeting… place enough Christmas treats…candy canes, chocolate kisses, erasers, pencils, etc. for
all of the Cubs…in a small box and wrap it. (TIPS: wrap the box with many layers of paper, at each “turn” the cub only
takes off one layer of paper. Also…you can have more than one box to unwrap…depending on the size of your group.)
To play the game, everyone sits in a circle. Play Christmas music while passing the “parcel” around from Cub to Cub.
When the music stops, the Cub holding the parcel unwraps one layer. Then, start the music and begin passing again.
Continue to play until the last layer is unwrapped and the treats are handed out.
Bolivia: Choque (Cho-Kay). Use a forked stick and a croquet ball attached to a 3-foot cord. The ball is tossed in the air
and caught in the fork. (for safety, use a smaller ball or variations.
Brazil: Chef Manda (The Chief Orders). One Cub Scout is the Chief and stands in front. When he says, The Chief
orders you to laugh,” all other players must laugh. If he says, “He orders you to laugh,” no one should laugh because all
valid commands are prefaced by “The Chief”. A player who does not obey proper orders is eliminated. (This game is
similar to “Simon Says”)
Chile: Cambio de Instrumentos. “It” leaves the room and other Cubs form a circle. Each is assigned the name of a
musical instrument. When “It” returns, the players make the motions required for their instruments. One player gives a
secret signal for all players to change to another instrument: he can change as often as he likes. When “It” catches the
player who is giving the signal, he joins the circle and the “former leader becomes “It”.
Africa: Bivoe Ebuma (Clap Ball). Divide den into two teams. Teams line up parallel and facing each other six feet on
either side of a center line. The two teams toss a small rubber ball back and forth. No player may step across the center
line. When the ball is caught, the catcher must clap his hands and stamp his feet once. If a player forgets to clap and
stamp, a point is scored against his team. Keep the ball moving fast.
Game: Cross the River
Line up in 2 groups. Each person gets two pieces of paper or a ¼ sheet newspaper. The paper is called “Ice Cakes”. The
first player on each team puts an ice cake down and then steps on it with one foot. Now while he balances on the second
ice cake he picks up the first one, puts it in front of him and steps on it. He continues to pick up the ice cakes and put
them in front of him while he successfully crosses the river. Then the next teammate starts with his ice cakes. The first
team with all players across the river wins. If a player steps off the paper, he must go back and start over.

CM Respect / Passports to Other Lands 2012
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SONGS
Scouting Goes Round the World
December Supplemental Pack Meeting Plan: Passport to Other Lands
http://www.scouting.org/filestore/CubScoutMeetingGuide/pack/December_2013.
pdf

Divide the room into thirds and sing the following song in
the round.
(Sung to the tune of “Three Blind Mice”)
Scouting goes, Scouting goes
’Round the world, ’round the world
Switzerland and India,
Philippines and Austria,
Peru, Japan, America
’Round the world.
This Little Cubbing Light
Heart of America Council
(This Little Light of Mine)

This little Cubbing light of mine
I’m going to let it shine
This little Cubbing light of mine
I’m going to let it shine
This little Cubbing light of mine
I’m going to let it shine
Let it shine all the time, let it shine
Christmas Time
(Edelweiss)

Christmas time, blessed time…Time for caring and
sharing.
All our hopes, all our dreams…Coming true blessed
Christmas time.
Goodwill to men and peace on the earth…Peace on earth
forever.
Christmas time, blessed time…Bless our Christmas
forever.
Christmas Up and Down
(A Hunting We Will Go)
[Begin this song sitting down. Stand up when the word “up” is sung and sit down
when the word “down is sung. When you sing the word “halfway”…stand
halfway up.]

At Christmas time we try…To always bring good cheer.
We’ll keep it UP and do our best…To not let DOWN next
year.
So we will keep it UP…and try not to let DOWN.
But if HALFWAY we keep it UP…Will we be either UP
or DOWN?
We’ll try to wear a smile…And keep it UP you see.
For when we’re DOWN, we wear a frown…a grump’s not
fun to be.

CM Respect / Passports to Other Lands 2012

Where Carols Came From
Christmas is a festival of the heart…a holiday of much
joyous appeal and music is a significant part of Christmas
around the world. But have you ever wondered about the
origin of Christmas music? The word “carole” originally
meant a circle dance. Words were added to the music later
on and soon strolling Christmas carolers began the tradition
of adding to the joy and brightness of Christmas, by
extending charity to those less fortunate or homebound.
Four Christmas carols are highlighted here:
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
Originally, this English carol was a simple hymn to the
king written by Rev. Charles Wesley. George Whitfield
changed it to a carol of the Nativity with several short fourline stanzas. Then, more than 100 years later, an organist
named William Cummings rearranged the words into tenline stanzas and set them to a composition by Felix
Mendelssohn…which originally was composed to
celebrate the invention of printing!
“It Came Upon A Midnight Clear”
The words for this English carol of the Nativity were
written by Rev. Edmund a. Sears, a Harvard-trained
Unitarian clergyman, in 1864. A few years later, the music
was composed by Richard S. Willis. His melody, however,
was actually written for an entirely different hymn. Then,
an unknown Yale graduate who had studied music in
Europe with the top teachers of that time, paired the words
by Sears with the music by Willis, and created the carol
that we sing today.
“O Little Town of Bethlehem”
In 1865, Bishop Phillips Brooks visited the Holy Land,
riding on horseback from Jerusalem to Bethlehem. His
first glimpse of Bethlehem was as it slept peacefully on
Christmas Eve. Three years later, back in Penn. He
remembered the setting and wrote the words of this carol
for the children in his congregation. He then asked his
organist, Lewis H. Redner, to compose a melody. For over
a week, Redner could not hit upon the right music to suit
the words. Then, supposedly while sleeping on Christmas
Eve, Redner heard this tune which he called “a gift from
heaven”…and then completed the carol.
“We Three Kings of Orient Are”
This American carol is one of the few American ones to
gain international reputation. Both words and music were
written by Rev. Dr. John H. Hopkins, Jr., a church rector in
Pennsylvania. This beautiful carol can be described as a
carol of the Magi; it tells of the richness, romance and
mystery associated with the East and the Three Wise Men.
Because of the music, many people think that it is much
older…it was composed in 1857.
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Canada
Heart of America
(Tune: Oh Christmas Tree, words by Pat Miller)

Oh Canada, - Oh Canada,
Our neighbor way up to the north
Oh Canada, - Oh Canada,
Our neighbor way up to the north
With lakes and woods and the Great Yukon,
And Nature’s beauty on and on,
Oh Canada, - Oh Canada,
Our neighbor way up to the north
MY AUNT CAME BACK
Action: Leader chants and adds motions. Group repeats each line and does
motions. Once an action is started it is continued throughout the “song.”

My aunt came back, from old Japan,
She brought to me, an old silk fan. (fan with one hand)

My aunt came back, from old Algiers,
She brought to me, a pair of shears. (cut with fingers of
other hand)
My aunt came back, from Holland too,
She brought to me, a wooden shoe. (stamp one foot
repeatedly)
My aunt came back, from old Hong Kong,
She brought to me, the game Ping Pong. (move head from
side to side)
My aunt came back, from the New York Fair,
She brought to me, a rocking chair. (rock back and forth)
My aunt came back, from Kalamazoo,
She brought to me, some gum to chew. (chew)
My aunt came back, from Scouting too,
She brought to me...(leader points to group) Some boys
like you!

ADVANCEMENT & RECOGNITION CEREMONIES
ADVANCEMENT CEREMONY IDEAS
 As the each boy receives his award, take a Polaroid photo for his pack passport.
 Cubmaster dresses up like a mailman or parcel delivery person. He wheels in a large wagon full of parcels from
foreign lands, addressed to the boys who will be receiving awards. The boys get to open their parcels and see what
friends in foreign lands have sent them.
 Attach awards to different flags. Mention something wonderful about that country and relate it to the wonderful
things the boys do while working on their advancement.
Around the World
December Supplemental Pack Meeting Plan: Passport to Other Lands http://www.scouting.org/filestore/CubScoutMeetingGuide/pack/December_2013.pdf

Materials: A large globe, the badges of rank and awards to be distributed, assorted small
international flags on a table, stars taped to the globe
Preparation: Each star has the name of a boy who has earned an award; each star is placed on the
globe on a country that has a Scouting program. Star colors should correspond to the type of award
being presented. For example, yellow stars for all Bobcat badges.
CUBMASTER: Every minute of every day of every year, thousands of boys enjoy the fun and
excitement of Cub Scouting somewhere in the world. Even though the Cub Scout uniform varies
from country to country around the world because each must be suitable and practical for the
climate, they all have one thing in common: They promote Scouting and its goals. Just as Cub
Scouts wear different uniforms in different countries, they also award different badges of rank. In
Japan and Korea, Cubs earn the Rabbit, Deer, and Bear badges. In Australia, the badges are Bronze,
Silver, and Gold boomerangs. South Africa has the Tenderpad badge.
While working on their badges, Cub Scouts all around the world shine as brightly as the stars in the
sky. Tonight we have some stars of our own to recognize.
(The Cubmaster spins the globe, removes a star, identifies the country, then reads the boy’s name and
calls him and his family to receive his badge, starting with Bobcats, spinning the globe for each boy.)
As we know, the first badge of rank in the United States is Bobcat. Tonight we honor (names of boys).
These Cub Scouts have earned this badge, which is the start of their Cub Scout trail. Would these
Bobcats and their parents please come forward?
The next award we have to present tonight is the (name of award). Let us honor (names of the boys).
Please come forward with your parents and receive your award. (Continue in like fashion until all
awards have been distributed.)
These Cubs Scouts, like Cub Scouts all around the world, have worked together and developed new
interests that make them better citizens of our country and of the world. Let’s give them a big hand
to show how proud we are of them.

PASSPORT ADVANCEMENT
Props: Passports made from folded construction paper, or printed computer form. Include a space for the Cub’s vital
information (name, pack number, den number, parents, birth date, etc.). Include a place for a snapshot to really dress it
up. Leave a column for using rank stickers to “stamp” his passport with the ranks he has already achieved. Have stickers
available to add his new rank in his passport, to “stamp” his arrival at this new rank destination. You can add to the
display by building a booth marked “CUSTOMS” for the boys to receive their stamps.
CM:
Here at the Customs office we see many travelers on their way along the Cub Scout Trail. They come from
many countries and speak many languages, but they all have an interest in the world around them. Let me
see who we might have here today.
Asst. CM: Will the following Cub Scouts and their parents please step forward?
(Calls out names of first set of Cub Scouts)
(Assistant Cubmaster hands each Cub Scout his passport and tells him to go one at a time to the customs window)
CM:
Ah! Who do we have here? (Cub Scout tells his name)
CM:
May I see your passport please? (Cub Scout hands passport to CM)
CM:
I see you have been very busy along the Cub Scout Trail. This shows you have been to Tiger and Bobcat.
(Reads off ranks as appropriate)
For the past few months you have been traveling on the Wolf trail. Your paperwork appears to be in order.
I’ll add this Wolf stamp to your passport. (Places sticker into passport)
This patch and card are for your records. (Hands rank patch and card to Cub)
This pin is for your parents, so perhaps you can help me place this onto their ribbon.
(Repeat for each Cub Scout)
(At the conclusion of the ceremony:)
CM:
Well, this has certainly been a long line of boys traveling through my Customs office today. I am always
amazed at all the sights they have seen and the places they have been. But you can’t imagine all the amazing
things they will encounter as they continue on the Cub Scouting Trail. Someday, I hope to see these boys get
their passports stamped for Eagle. Cub Scouts, be sure and invite me to be there when you do.
Congratulations!
THE WORLD OF SCOUTING ADVANCEMENT
Arrangement: Cover the award table with a yellow or blue table cloth. Display a globe and a small set of flags from
various countries.
Cubmaster:
Every minute of every day of every year there are thousands of boys enjoying the fun and excitement of Cub Scouting
somewhere in the world. The Cub Scout uniform varies from country to country around the world but they all have one
thing in common: They promote Scouting and its ideals.
Just as Cub Scouts wear different uniforms in different countries, they are also awarded different badges of rank. In
Japan, Cub Scouts earn the Rabbit, Deer and Bear Badges. In Australia, the badges are Bronze Boomerang, Silver
Boomerang and Gold Boomerang. South African Cub Scouts work toward the Cheetah, Leopard, Lion and Leaping Wolf
Badges.
As you know, the first rank badge in the United States is Bobcat. Tonight we honor (names of Bobcats) who have
earned this badge as they start their Cub Scout trail. Would the Bobcats and their parents please come forward?
The second badge on our Cub Scout trail is Wolf. Tonight we have (names) who have earned this badge. Would the
Wolves and their parents please come forward?
As the boys learn new skills, the next badge they earn is Bear. Would (names) and their parents please come forward?
The next rank being presented is the Webelos badge. Webelos Scouts are preparing to become Boy Scouts. Would
(names) and their parents please come forward?
These Cub Scouts, like Cub Scouts all over the world, have worked together and developed new interests which will
make them better citizens of our country and of the world. Let’s give them a big hand to show how proud we are of them.

WEBSITES
http://usscouts.org/usscouts/bbugle2004-2005.asp Baloo's Bugle: Volume 11 Issue 4 - November 2004 Holiday Food Fare
http://usscouts.org/usscouts/bbugle2000-2001.asp Baloo's Bugle: Volume 7 Issue 6 - January 2001 Passport to Other Lands
Cub Scout Roundtable Planning Guide 2012-2013 http://www.scouting.org/filestore/training/pdf/511-410_WB.pdf
December Supplemental Pack Meeting Plan: Passport to Other Lands http://www.scouting.org/filestore/CubScoutMeetingGuide/pack/December_2013.pdf

CUBMASTER’S MINUTE
December Supplemental Pack Meeting Plan: Passport to Other Lands http://www.scouting.org/filestore/CubScoutMeetingGuide/pack/December_2013.pdf

Don’t forget that people will judge you by your actions and not by your intentions. You may have
a heart of gold, but so has a hard-boiled egg! Be kind and show respect for others—their customs,
religion, traditions, and foods. It is the Cub Scout way.
PEACE
It has been said that there are six kinds of peace and that a person who is given all of these will never want for anything
else…neither for health or wealth, for love, for happiness, for beauty.
The six kinds of peace are: the kind of peace that comes from goodwill among nations.
The peace that comes when neighbors help each other.
The peace that a man draws from nature.
The peace that he finds within his family.
The peace between himself and God.
And…the peace he finds within himself.
So to all you many friends…may such peace be your throughout the coming year, with an added measure of joy to make
this holiday season the brightest and happiest ever!
Scout Uniform’s Reputation
Indian Nations Council

To end this evening, I’d like to tell you a story.
A crowded bus stopped to pick up a bent old woman. With great difficulty she struggled up the steps with a large basket
of freshly washed laundry. “You’ll have to put your basket in the rear of the bus,” said the driver impatiently.
“But I can’t. They belong to me,” the woman replied. The driver was firm. “You and that basket are in the way. Either
stow it or get off.” The old lady was almost in tears when a young man arose. “You sit here, Ma’am,” he offered. “I’ll
take your basket to the back and watch it until your stop.” The woman was doubtful, but the driver was about to put her
off. A second lady sitting nearby, said to the old woman, “That boy’s all right. Can’t you see his uniform? I'll vouch for
him.”
The woman was soon seated, and the basket of clothes carried to the rear. At her stop, the boy gently set the basket
down by her, then returned to the bus and continued on his way.
“Who’s the kid?” asked the driver of the second woman. “I don’t know the kid,” came the reply, “but I know the
uniform, and you can trust it everytime.”

CLOSING / FLAG CEREMONIES
December Supplemental Pack Meeting Plan: Passport to Other Lands http://www.scouting.org/filestore/CubScoutMeetingGuide/pack/December_2013.pdf

Props: You will need cue cards with each Cub Scout’s lines printed on the back. It also can be
helpful to display a world map showing which countries have Scouting organizations.
ANNOUNCER: We close our meeting tonight as we opened it, by visiting the many places around
the world that are served by the world brotherhood of Scouting. We’ve seen things that are different
and things that are familiar. A Scout will always bid you a fond farewell after spending time with
you. Here’s what he’s likely to say in other places.
CUB SCOUT 1: In Spain, we say “Adios.”
CUB SCOUT 2: In France, we say “Au revoir.”
CUB SCOUT 3: In Germany, we say “Auf wiedersehen.”
CUB SCOUT 4: In China, we say “Zai jian.”
CUB SCOUT 5: In Russia, we say “Do svidanja.”
CUB SCOUT 6: In the Mohawk nation of Canada, we say “Onen.”
CUB SCOUT 7: In Tanzania, we say “Kwaheri.”
CUB SCOUT 8: In Saudi Arabia, we say “Salaam.”
CUB SCOUT 9: In India, we say “Pirmelange.”
CUB SCOUT 10: In Israel, we say “Shalom.”
CUB SCOUT 11: In Hawaii, we say, “Aloha.”
CUB SCOUT 12: Our pack says to each of you, good night, goodbye, and thank you for spending
your evening with us.
ANNOUNCER: No matter where you go or how you say it, you can count on a fond farewell by a
Scout who says “Goodbye.”
CM Respect / Passports to Other Lands 2012
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Santa Closing Ceremony
And Santa whispered…”Teach the children the true meaning of Christmas.”
The Star…..A heavenly sign of prophecy fulfilled long, long ago,…The shining hope Mankind.
Red………..The first color of Christmas symbolizing the Savior’s sacrifice for all.
Fir Tree…..The second color of Christmas shows everlasting life. The needles point (Evergreen) heavenward.
The Bell…..Rings out to guide lost sheep back into the fold…signifying that all are precious in the eyes of the Lord.
The candle...A mirror of starlight reflecting our thanks for the Star of Bethlehem.
Gift bow…...Tied as we should be tied in bonds of goodwill forever.
Candy cane..The shepherd’s crook used to bring lambs back into the fold a re-Minder that we are all our brother’s
keepers.
The wreath..A symbol of the never ending eternal nature of love…having no beginning and no end.
Ceremony 1

World Peace

Sam Houston Area Council

Heart of America Council

Props: Cue cards' with the Cubs' lines printed on the back.
It can also be useful to display a world map showing which
countries have Scouting organizations.
Announcer: "We close our meeting tonight as we opened
it, by visiting the many places around the world which are
served by the World Brotherhood of Scouting. We have
seen many places, where some things are different and
some things are familiar. A scout will always bid you a
fond farewell after spending time with you, like this:
Spanish: Adios
French: Au revoir
German: Guten Nacht
Mandarin: Zai jian
Russian: Do svidanja
Mohawk: Onen
Swahili: Kwaheri
Arabic: Salaam
Hindi:
Pirmelange
Hebrew: Shalom
Hawaiian: Aloha
Announcer: "No matter where you go or how you say it,
you can count on a fond farewell by a Scout who says
"Goodbye."

Personnel: 8 Cubs
Setting: The Cubs are dressed in white. Each Cub carries a
card of stiff sky-blue paper tacked to a wand. On the card
is pasted a dove with outspread wings cut from white
paper.
All: Oh, may the dove of peace ascend to Earth today.
Cub 1: And may the dove of peace drive cruel war away
Cub 2: From hearts of men may love drive out all bitter
strife.
Cub 3: May nations everywhere all lead a peaceful life.
Cub 4: Oh, may all battle din be stilled forevermore,
Cub 5: Oh, may the dove of peace soon banish cruel war.
Cub 6: May nations everywhere together dwell in peace.
Cub 7: Oh, quickly come the day when cruel war shall
cease.
Cub 8: Oh, may the dove of peace ascend to Earth today.
All: And may the dove of peace drive cruel war away.

RESOURCES
Interesting Facts:
December is Hi Neighbor Month…just like Mr. Rogers
says, “Won’t you be my neighbor?”
December 5th is Mickey Mouses’s dad’s…Walt
Disney…birthday, born in 1901.
December 14th is “Ir Boils” Day. This day is called
“Pongal” in India, which means “It boils!” The new rice
crop is harvested and boined on this day.
December 16th is the Moby Dick Parade. This day
celebrates the 4,000 mile migration of grey whales from
Siberia to Baja California.
December 26th is the day that both Hanukkah and Kwanzaa
begin.

Interesting Facts from the USA:
December 1st…National Pie Day
December 4th…National Cookie Day
December 7th…Pearl Harbor Day
December 5th…National Brownie Day
December 12th…Poinsettia Day
December 17th…Wright Brothers’ Day
December 20th…Games Day...(Go Fish, Monopoly,
Pictionary, Chess)
December 28th…National Chocolate Day…(Food for the
Gods!)

WHAT’S XMAS? THE LETTER X STANDS FOR THE GREEK LETTER CHI. CHI IS THE FIRST LETTER IN
THE GREEK WORD FOR CHRIST. OVER TIME, THE LETTER X CAME TO STAND FOR THE NAME OF
CHRIST. THAT’S WHY SOME PEOPLE WRITE XMAS INSTEAD OF CHRISTMAS!
CM Respect / Passports to Other Lands 2012
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During the month of December, countries around the world celebrate in many different ways. Listed are countries and
what the children do to celebrate. We hope you can find something to use that could even start a new tradition with your
family and respect for other cultures.
Belgium: Children plant wheat on plates December 10th. By Christmas Day, the plates hold tiny wheat fields which are
placed on windowsills for decoration.
Denmark: the Danes cut Christmas decorations from balsa or other soft wood and paint them in bright colors. On
Christmas Eve, the family clasps hands and circles the tree, singing carols.
England: puppet shows are popular at Christmas...a favorite is Punch and Judy, with songs and dances added. The Cub
Scout Handbooks have many ideas to help pass off requirements for puppet making.
Finland: On “Little Christmas:, the last Sunday in November, the family makes Christmas ornaments from reeds, straw,
wood and paper.
France: French children put their shoes on the hearth in which le petit Jesus (little Jesus) might leave a gift. The children
make a hoop of greens and berries to hang from the ceiling.
Germany: The homeland of the Christmas tree. Gingerbread houses are made for the children. They in turn leave hay
and water outside for St Nicholas’s horse.
Ireland: The family builds a grotto for the Nativity scene. The Holy Family is placed in the center, with angels, animals
and shepherds nearby. As Christmas approaches, the Wise Men are placed a little closer to the family each day.
Israel: In December on Hanukkah, children light the eight candles on the Menorah, one each day.
Italy: The ceppa (SEP-poh) takes the place of a Christmas tree. The ceppa is a Christmas pyramid with candles and
decorations of tinsel. Gifts are placed on it.
Mexico: The piñata (peen-YAH-tah) is a brightly decorated bag or ball (in many forms and shapes) filled with candy and
hung from the ceiling. Blindfolded children then try to break it with a stick. When it breaks, all the children scramble for
the candy.
The Netherlands: St. Nicholas visits on December 6th, arriving by steamship and riding through the country on a white
horse.
Poland: The lucky children receive presents twice, on St. Nicholas Day, the good saint himself brings presents and on
Christmas Eve, they are brought by the Star Man. (The Star of Bethlehem is the most popular image in the Christmas
celebration…thus the Star Man is represented and brings his Star Boys with him, dressed as wise men or animals
representing the nativity scene. (according to legend, animals gain the power of speech at midnight and are treated as
equals.)
Syria: On Christmas Eve the family close their doors and meet in a courtyard with lighted candles, around a pile of wood
that will be lit by the father, after the youngest son reads from their Bible, the nativity story. They watch the way the fire
spreads and that will be their lucky fortune for the coming year. They sing songs and then make a wish and jump over the
fire after it burns down. They receive their gifts from the smallest camel of the wise men.
Sweden: The season begins on St. Lucia’s Day, December 13th, when young girls wearing long white robes and crowns
of lighted candles awaken their families with breakfast in bed.
Switzerland: Families share a Christmas Eve supper of Ringli (extra large doughnuts) and hot chocolate. Christkindi
arrives in a sleigh drawn by tiny reindeer.
Wales: The Welsh people sing many songs throughout the Christmas season. There are contests in the villages for the
best choir. There is a little grotesque creature that goes around the streets dancing to delight all. He tries to bite people
with his animated horse-head costume and if he gets you, you have to pay a fine. Taffy-pulling is a popular way to spend
the afternoon.
The Cub Scout Promise: the Cubs may enjoy learning the Promise from another land...here are four:
French: La promesse du Louveteau:
Je promets de faire mon devoir de mon mieux envers Dieu et ma patrie, d’etre honnete et d’obeir aux lois de mon groupe.
German: Unser Versprechen heist:
Ich vespreche mein Bestes zu tun fuer Gott und mein Vaterland, ehrlich zu sein und das Gesetz des “Pack’s” zu befolgen.
Italian: La promessa del Lupetto:
Io prometto di fare il possibile, di fare il mio dovere a Dio e alla nazione di andare diritto e di obbedire la Legge del
Gruppo.
Spanish: Nuestra promesa es:
Prometo hacer cuanto peuda para cumplir mis deberes para con Dios y mi patria, ser honrado, y obedecer la Ley del
Pack.

