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Varsity classes plentiful 
at University of Scouting 

Several courses built around the Varsity 
Scout program are offered at this year’s 
University of Scouting, to be held Saturday, 
December 3, at Murray High School (5440 
South State Street). 

Among the offerings in the Dan Beard 
College of High Adventure are the following 
courses: Varsity Scout Leader Basic Training; 
Varsity Handbook and Advancement; Building 
a Weekly Program; Working With and 
Understanding Varsity Age Boys; Operation 
On Target: Why, When, and How; Primitive 
Fire Building (Embers Award); Mountain Man 
Skills; Basic Backpacking; Advanced 
Backpacking; Orientation for Safe Climbing; 
Mountain Biking; Wilderness Survival and 
Wilderness First Aid. 

Other popular classes include Dutch oven 
cooking (beginning and gourmet) and Utensil-
less Cooking. 

A four-hour Boy Scout Basic Training 
session in Spanish is also offered. No Lost 
Scout Adult Leader Training is also available. 

Printed catalogs are available at the 
council service center and at all scout shops. 
An electronic version is available through the 
council web site, http://www.gslc-
bsa.org/training/uofscout.cfm. 

The registration fee is $12 per person for 
those registered by November 28. Thereafter, 
the fee will be $15 per person. Lunch is 
available for $6. The fee must be paid by 
November 28. Registration forms are included 
in the catalog or may be down-loaded from the 
web site. Class size is limited. Classes are 
filled on a first-come, first-served basis, so 
early registration is advised. Scouters may 
register for up to seven hours of courses. Five 

hours are required to earn the Bachelor's, 
Master's, or Doctorate degrees. On-site check-
in and registration begins at 7:30 a.m. Classes 
run from 8:30 a.m. until 3:20 p.m. Bachelor's 
and Master's Degrees with the accompanying 
council shoulder strip will be handed out at 
3:30 p.m. in the registration area as Scouters 
turn in their evaluation forms. 

 

Council committee hosts 
Turkey Shoot winners 

The annual Varsity Turkey Shoot took 
place October 15 at the Great Salt Lake Gun 
Club in Salt Lake City. 

The competition attracted 370 shooters 
representing 75 Varsity teams and Venture 
crews. 

Team 6902 in District 11 captured top 
team honors with a high team score of 94. 
Participants included Branden Price (24 hits, 
19 longest streak of broken pigeons), Clint 
Price (23 hits, 20 streak), Ben Morse (19 hits, 
6 streak), Johnston Summers (11 hits, 5 
streak), and Travis Richeson (17 hits, 4 
streak). Only one shot separated the top two 
teams with the runners-up hitting 93 pigeons. 

Three youth shooters hit 24 pigeons each 
with the longest streak of broken pigeons 
making the difference between gold (24), 
silver (19), and bronze (12) medals. Trevor 
Christensen (Team 7516, District 18), a top 
finisher two years ago, took first, Brandon 
Price (Team 6902, District 11) was the runner 
up, and Kody Meyer (Team 7621, District 11) 
finished third for the second straight year. The 
team trophy and individual medal awards were 
presented at the October council Varsity round 
table. 

A couple of adult participants had perfect 
25/25 scores. 
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Essentially a trap shoot, the Turkey Shoot 
is a shotgun game in which shooters fire at 
targets flying directly away from them. 
Participants competed as individuals and 
teams for frozen turkeys and other prizes. 

The 2006 Turkey Shoot is scheduled 
October 21. 

Thanks to Norbest® Turkey, the Great 
Salt Lake Gun Club, and the Lee Kay Center 
for making this a fun activity for all who 
participated. 
 
Council Vice President’s Message 

Just One More Boy ― 
Make a Difference 

By Bry Davis 
     Membership in a Varsity Team can be a 
life-changing experience. Varsity Scouts learn 
skills that are so important to building 
character and developing leadership. Every 
young man should have an opportunity to join 
the great movement of Scouting. Even one 
more boy would provide a legacy of character 
that is so needed today. Each Team in the 
Great Salt Lake Council has the capacity to 
recruit more boys. Each Team member has 
friends that do not belong to Scouting. 
Invitations for these friends to join the Team 
can make a lasting impact for good. An annual 
open house sponsored by the units should be 
placed on the yearly calendar with team 
members, committee members, and the coach 
inviting those potential Scouts in their 
neighborhoods. Let’s work on this – ‘just one 
more boy’ – that will make a difference. 
 

VS Basic Training offered 
     The Varsity Scout basic training class is 
designed for all adult and youth team leaders. 
Those who can benefit from the basic training 
include adult coaches, assistant coaches, 
program advisers, and committee members, 
and youth team captains, co-captains, and 
program managers. 
 The Varsity Scout Guidebook 
(WW34827A) is the class textbook. Please 
bring your personal copy with you to the 
training. 
 As we learn of planned training dates the 
information will be posted on the web site 
(http://www.gslc-bsa.org/varsity/training/). 
Check back often so that you can have that 
opportunity for the training that will help you 
become the greatest Varsity Scout leader 

ever. 

 
Dist. Location  Date Time 
26  9880 South 3100 East 11/12 8:00 a.m. 
27  275 E 10600 South, Sandy 11/17 7:00 p.m. 
28  1440 E Raddon Dr, Sandy 11/17 7:00 p.m. 
11  550 East Durfee, Grantsville  11/19 8:00 a.m. 
25  5450 S Holladay Boulevard 12/01 7:00 p.m. 
GSLC University of Scouting 12/03 8:30 a.m. 
27  11626 South 300 East 01/19 7:00 p.m. 
13  4586 W. 3960 S (Volta Ave) 01/21 8:00 a.m. 

 

District news roundup 
     Several events for Varsity Scouts and 
leaders are planned by local districts 
throughout the Great Salt Lake Council over 
the next few months. Many of the following 
events are included in the published 2005-
2006 council calendar, available at the service 
center and Scout Shops. District vice 
chairmen are encouraged to submit 
information about upcoming Varsity activities 
to the editor for inclusion in the Varsity Letter. 
     A web site for each district in the Great Salt 
Lake Council is included in the district section 
of the council web site. The URL is 
http://www.gslc-bsa.org/districts/index.cfm. 
 
District 3 (Indian Springs) 
     Indian Springs Varsity is excited to 
announce that Duane Sjoberg’s guest for the 
November round table will teach us how to 
make knives. A good, sharp time will be had 
by all. 
     Lance Goodman (298-7097) is looking for 
more help to round out the district huddle staff. 
Please call him with your nominations or to 
volunteer. 
 
District 11 (Deseret Peak) 
 Basic training is scheduled Saturday, 
November 19, at 8 a.m., at the Grantsville 
Stake Center. 
 Training dates for 2006 are February 9 
and April 29. 
 
District 13 (Granger) 
 Snow caves and winter camping are the 
topics for the November 3 round table 
meeting. 
 Future round table topics include: council 
biathlon (December 2005), Scout-O-Rama 
activity ideas (January 2006), service 
(February 2006), silk screening uniform shirts 
(March), district rendezvous (April 2006), 
climbing (May 2006), Dutch oven cooking 
(June 2006). 

http://www.gslc�bsa.org/
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 The annual spring District Mountain Man 
Rendezvous will be held at Big Hollow in 
Tooele County on April 14-15, 2006. 
 Basic Training dates for 2006 are January 
21 and April 8. 
 
District 17 (White Buffalo) 

District 17 holds monthly round table  
meetings for all families of scouting at the  
LDS Meetinghouse at 7350 South 1300 West, 
West Jordan. This meeting is held the first 
Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 
 
District 18 (Wasatch Peaks) 
 Basic training is conducted monthly, 
typically on the third Saturday.  
 
District 23 (Granite Trail) 
 Granite Trail District plans a Varsity Nordic 
Event at the Pine Canyon Scout Reservation 
in Tooele County on Monday, November 14, 
at 6 p.m. The Varsity Nordic Event is a 
biathlon on skis and snowshoes, rifle & pistol 
Shooting (45 & 50 caliber black powder), and 
knife-throwing adventure. The cost is $5 per 
person. For more information, contact Mike 
McCormick at 801-688-5601 or by e-mail at 
smmccormick_2000@yahoo.com. 
 
District 25 (Cottonwood ) 
     The Salt Lake Holladay South LDS Zone 
will host basic training at the meetinghouse at 
5450 South Holladay Boulevard on Thursday, 
December 1, 7 to 10 p.m. For more informa-
tion, contact Jerry Christensen, 942-0942. 
 
District 28 (Eagle Peaks) 
     The next scheduled date for basic training 
is Thursday, November 17, at 7 p.m. The 
training is hosted by the Hidden Valley LDS 
Zone, 1440 East Raddon Drive, Sandy. 
     Richard E. Collins has been named district 
vice chairman. Collins replaces Carlos 
Madsen. 
 
Council news 

Council round table report 
Two new members of the council 

committee were introduced at the council 
round table meeting on October 19. Jimmy 
Sieverts was welcomed as the new service 
program advisor and George Cannon has 
agreed to be the new quartermaster for the 
Council Committee. Those who want to 

borrow council Varsity equipment should 
contact Cannon.  

A presentation on training, including 
opportunities for advanced training, was made 
by Charles Dressen, Paul White, and Don 
Sims. 

Dressen, council Varsity training 
chairman, described training as a lifelong 
process. He reminded Scouters that there is 
purpose in training and explained that 
everyone who participates in training learns 
something new whether they are being trained 
or are on the training staff. He encouraged 
everyone attending training to listen with their 
ears, their hearts, and their minds; then write 
down any impressions. 

Dressen reviewed the phases of training: 
orientation or fast start (a quick overview given 
before a Scouter begins); basic training 
(consisting of both new leader essentials and 
leader specific training), advanced training 
(Wood Badge, On Belay, etc.), and continuing 
training (monthly round table, University of 
Scouting, etc.). 

White reviewed the recent counsel given 
by Charles W. Dahlquist II, Young Men 
General President of The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, that all adult Scout 
leaders complete each phase of training. 
President Dahlquist has admonished leaders 
to attend Wood Badge within two years of 
completing basic training. White explained that 
all LDS  Young Men, Young Women, and 
Primary general board members have set an 
example by completing Wood Badge training. 

Corporate leaders recognize the 
importance of basic training for their 
employees. Leaders in youth programs have 
an even greater need of training so that they 
can prepare the youth entrusted to their care 
to learn to serve their families and 
communities as leaders. 

Sims shared examples of how On Belay 
junior leader training has contributed to 
positive changes in the youth who have 
attended the training. The training is 
invaluable to leaders and entire teams. 
Richard E. Collins, an adult leader who 
brought his team to the 2005 On Belay course, 
said it was the best way to help his team learn 
how to implement the Varsity program. 

Craig Edwards, council Varsity advisor, is 
developing online fast start training for Varsity 
Scout leaders. 
     Turkey Shoot: The council turkey shoot 
was held October 15 at the Salt Lake Gun 
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Club. Those who didn't participate missed out 
on a real fun time. The weather was perfect 
and a good time was had by all. The top 
shooter from each team received a certificate 
for a Norbest turkey (up to 14 lbs.) There were 
75 registered teams and crews with 370 
shooters. 

Prizes were presented at the October 19 
Council Round table. Make sure you check the 
calendar so you don't miss out on any other 
fun Varsity activities. 

Big Event: Big Event chairman Ken Acker 
is finalizing the staff. He expects to name 
program managers soon (Advancement and 
Personal Development program managers are 
needed). The 2006 Big Event pin and 
medallion are being designed. He anticipates 
having flyers ready in November. The 2006 
registration cost is not expected to increase. 

On Belay: Don Sims has been named the 
course director for 2006. Sims was course 
director in 2005. Youth and adult staff 
recruitment is under way. At the September 
round table, Charlie Dressen challenged the 
youth staff to earn their Denali Award by the 
time the 2006 weeklong course opens on July 
24. 

Scout-O-Rama: The 2006 theme is 
“Scouting Has Heroes.” Sione Pouha of the 
New York Jets is the grand marshal. Pouha, a 
Utah native who played at East High and the 
University of Utah, is an Eagle Scout. 

Scout-O-Rama is not limited to Cub 
Scouts. Varsity Scout leaders are encouraged 
to look for ways to involve more Varsity age 
youth through additional high adventure 
related activities. The council hopes to add a 
white canvas encampment. Districts are also 
invited to have a booth. Youth and adult 
participants can earn four different segment 
pins to place on the 2006 SOR patch. Teams 
with booths earn a 30 percent commission on 
ticket sales. 

Wood Badge: Scouters are encouraged 
to share the spirit of Wood Badge. A new 
council patch is available to staff members. A 
fleur de lis pin is awarded for recruiting 
participants and a log and ax pin is awarded 
when the recruit completes his ticket and 
receives his beads. 

 
October Coach’s Corner: Paul White 

shared the following poem. 
 
 

 

“It Couldn't Be Done” 
By Edgar Guest  
 
Somebody said that it couldn't be done, 
  But he with a chuckle replied 
That "maybe it couldn't," but he would be one 
  Who wouldn't say so till he'd tried. 
So he buckled right in with the trace of a grin 
  On his face. If he worried he hid it. 
He started to sing as he tackled the thing 
  That couldn't be done, and he did it. 
 
Somebody scoffed: "Oh, you'll never do that; 
  At least no one ever has done it"; 
But he took off his coat and he took off his hat, 
  And the first thing we knew he'd begun it. 
With a lift of his chin and a bit of a grin, 
  Without any doubting or quiddit, 
He started to sing as he tackled the thing 
  That couldn't be done, and he did it. 
 
There are thousands to tell you it cannot be 
done, 
  There are thousands to prophesy failure; 
There are thousands to point out to you, one 
by one, 
  The dangers that wait to assail you. 
But just buckle in with a bit of a grin, 
  Just take off your coat and go to it; 
Just start to sing as you tackle the thing 
  That "cannot be done," and you'll do it. 

 
     September Coach’s Corner: Mark 
Wallace (District 1) presented the following 
message at the September 21 council round 
table:  
     How many are fishermen? How many like 
to fish? How many know how to fish? How 
many have taken your Scouts fishing? How 
many have really “taught” them how to fish? 
How many have caught crawdads? How many 
know how to catch crawdads? How many 
know how to prepare and eat crawdads? 
     Scoutmaster Young has been working with 
the boys on the fishing merit badge. But some 
of the boys really don’t like to fish. After some 
discussion with the other leaders, and then 
with the boys, they decided that they would 
have an outing where they were all going to 
learn how to catch, prepare and eat crawdads. 
No one in the group new how to do this--none 
of the boys, none of the leaders. So after 
finding out the details of how to do this from 
some associates through work, who by the 
way were from Louisiana, they headed off to 
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Strawberry for an overnight campout and 
crawdad experience. 
     I asked Scoutmaster Young how much of 
the catching, preparation, and cooking he did 
and how much the Scouts did. He indicated 
that this was a truly unique experience for him. 
He said that he was instructing all along the 
way, explaining how to catch them as they 
tried it themselves. Explaining how to prepare 
them, again as they tried it themselves. 
Explaining how to cook and eat them, as they 
tried it themselves. He said he never really did 
anything but instruct and explain. The scouts 
did everything else. 
     Was the activity considered a success? 
     Scoutmaster Young said one Scout came 
up to him after they returned home and said 
“This is THE best activity he had ever done!” 
     I think that is a success. 
     We need to remember that our aims in 
Scouting are to build youth into quality citizens 
by Building Character, Fostering Citizenship, 
and Promoting Fitness. 
     There is a Chinese Proverb that states: 
“Give a man a fish and you feed him for a 
day. Teach a man to fish and you feed him 
for a lifetime.” 
     Learning how to catch and prepare 
crawdads isn’t necessarily one of those 
important skills necessary to survive in life, but 
it is an example of a leader being willing to 
“Teach” something new and interesting, rather 
than just “taking them fishing.” 
     My challenge to each of us is to truly 
“Teach” our young men things that will help “ 
feed them for a lifetime.” 

Remember:  “Give our young men a fish 
and we feed them for a day. Teach our 
young men to fish and we feed them for a 
lifetime.” 
  

Round table resources: District vice 
chairmen are reminded that members of the 
council committee are available to visit district 
round table meetings and help make 
presentations on any subject. Arrangements to 
bring a climbing wall can be made. 

District committee members are invited to 
attend the monthly council Varsity round table 
on the third Wednesday of each month at 7:30 
p.m. Round table is held at Murray High 
School, 5440 South State. The meeting is held 
in the Spartan Room (room 112) on the first 
floor (http://www.gslc-bsa.org/training/docu 
ments/map.pdf). Parking is available on the 
south side of the school and Scouters may 

enter the school from the south side. Members 
will receive training which they can then pass 
on to the coaches and other leaders at the 
district round table the following month. 
     The 12 points of the Scout Law will be 
reviewed during the coming year. Each month 
a different point will be featured. Dates and 
themes, as well as the event of the month, for 
upcoming council round tables follow: 

November 16: Helpful, Friendly, Biathlon 
(Personal Development) 

December 21: round table not held 
January 18: Courteous, Kind, Scouting for 

Food (Service) 
February 15: Obedient, Cheerful, Scout-

O-Rama (Advancement) 
March 15: Thrifty, Brave, Recognition and 

Award (Advancement) 
April 19: Clean, Big Event (Special 

Programs and Events) 
May 17: Reverent, Operation On Target 

(High Adventure and Sports) 
 No round table meetings are scheduled in 
December, June, and July. Planning for 
October 2006-May 2007 will occur at the 
September 2006 council round table. 
 

3 Varsity Scouts 
earn Denali Award 
     Three members of Team 829 
have earned the Denali Award. 
Recipients include Chase 
Jackson, Trenton Nokes, and 
Matthew Woods. Jimmy Sieverts 

is the team coach. 
 

Shooting event scheduled 
 Co-Ed Western Shoot is for ALL Young 
Men (ages 11-20) and Young Women (ages 
14-20) November 12, 2005 at the Lee Kay 
Center, 6000 West 2100 South, Salt Lake 
City. The cost is $3 per youth and $5 per 
adult. This activity is an adventure in 
developing and mastering your shooting skills 
using 12 gauge shotguns, .22 long rifles, air 
rifles, and archery. A round robin of four 
events will consist of the shooting series. 
Youth will begin at one of four stations and 
rotate through each event. All youth will be 
able to learn about firearms and shoot in all 
events. Come and participate and experience 
the West. Check in: 8-10 a.m. All participants 
must attend the Firearms Safety Class offered 
before shooting. 

http://www.gslc-bsa.org/training/documents/map.pdf
http://www.gslc-bsa.org/training/documents/map.pdf
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On Belay course slated 
     Registrations are now being accepted for 
both youth and adult participants who want to 
see a Varsity Scout team in action. On Belay 
teaches that a young man is capable of 
planning and running a program which meets 
the aims and methods of Scouting. It teaches 
young men to aspire to higher values and rely 
upon a coach and his committee as a 
resource to accomplish the activities they have 
planned. 
     The course will run July 24-29, 2006, at 
East Fork of the Bear Scout Reservation. Don  
Sims is the course director. Registration 
includes the cost of project materials, 
instruction supplies, handouts, food, cap, 
T-shirt, and insurance. For information, see 
the On Belay web page, 
http://www.gslc-bsa.org/varsity/onbelay 
/index.htm. Registration forms are also 
available at district roundtable meetings and at 
any Scout Shop, or downloaded from the web. 

 

Wood Badge courses set 
     Registration is under way for Wood Badge 
for the 21st Century--a single training program 
for Cub Scout, Boy Scout, Varsity Scout, 
Venturing, council and district volunteer 

leaders and professionals.  
Four courses are 

scheduled at Camp Tracy 
during 2006, including one 
in Spanish. All of the 2006 
courses are weekend 
courses which be 
conducted on two 

consecutive weekends. Course directors 
include Paul White (spring), Blake Beckstrom 
(summer), Harold Adams (fall), and Larry Stay 
(Spanish). 

Course dates for 2006 have been 
announced. The spring course is scheduled 
April 13, 14, 15, 20, 21, and 22. The summer 
course is planned August 31, September 1, 2, 
7, 8, and 9. The fall course runs October 5, 6, 
7, 19, 29, and 21. A course for Spanish-
speaking Scouters is set for October 26, 27, 
28, November 2, 3, and 4. 

 
The cost for the 6-day course is $190.00. 

For more information call 582-3663 and ask 
for the Camp Desk, send e-mail to 
woodbadge@gslc-bsa.org, or visit the web 
site: http://www.gslc-bsa.org/woodbadge. 

Registration forms are available at district 
roundtable meetings, at any Scout Shop, or 
downloaded from the council web site. 

 
Primitive biathlon planned 
     A mountain man biathlon organized by the 
Great Salt Lake Council is scheduled 
Saturday, February 11, at historic Fort 
Buenaventura in Ogden. Teams may camp 
overnight prior to the competition. 
     Rather than utilizing the Olympic-style 
target rifles and cross-country skis of the 
modern-day biathlon, the Varsity Scout 
rendezvous theme will be invoked at this 
rather unique event as participants traverse a 
marked trail on snowshoes (weather 
permitting) and utilize primitive muzzle loading 
black powder rifles. 
     Participation in the biathlon satisfies the 
Varsity Letter award requirement to participate 
in a high adventure/sports activity (http://www. 
gslc-bsa.org/varsity/Advancement/index.htm, 
see requirement 2). 
     Historic Fort Buenaventura (http://ogdencv 
b.org/fortb.html) is located at 2450 South ‘A’ 
Street, near the old baseball park west of 
Ogden.  
 

2005-’06 Varsity calendar 
Biathlon, Saturday, February 11, 2006 
Scouting for Food drive, Saturday, March 25, 
2006 
Scout-O-Rama, Saturday May 6, 2006 
Big Event, Thursday-Saturday, June 15-17, 2006 
Operation On Target, Saturday, July 15, 2006 
On Belay Junior Leader Training Conference, July 
24-29, 2006 
Turkey Shoot, October 21, 2006 

 

The Varsity Letter 
     Submissions are 
welcome. E-mail your 
suggestions the editor at 
vinfo@gslc-bsa.org. The 
copy deadline is the third 
Wednesday of each month. 
     Previous issues of the 
Varsity Letter are available 
online via the Great Salt 
Lake Council Varsity Scout 
World Wide Web site at 
http://www.gslc-bsa.org/varsi
ty/vletter/index.htm. 
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