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SOR booth space available 
Units should plan to have a booth or 

exhibit at the show on May 7 so they can 
demonstrate skills and activities that they have 
learned. Units should start planning now! 
Ideas, safety guidelines, and recognitions for 
the booths can be found in the Scout-O-Rama 
Leader's Guide. 

Booth applications may be brought to a 
monthly roundtable. Simply decide what you're 
going to do in your booth, if you want an 
indoor or outdoor booth, the space needed, 
electrical needs, etc., fill out the application 
and join us for great fun. There are special 
collector's patches for having a booth and 
participating at the Scout-O-Rama show. 
When planning your booth or exhibit, 
encourage audience participation and Scout 
involvement--make it fun! 

Plan to participate in the Great Salt Lake 
Council's biggest community activity. With all 
of the hands-on and interactive exhibits, 
everyone can get excited about the value of 
the Scouting program. It's fun for any age to 
be involved. We invite all Tiger Cubs, Cub 
Scouts, Boy Scouts, Varsity Scouts, and 
Venturers plus all leaders and family member 
to come and be involved. This event is for all 
of you! 

Ticket sales are under way for the annual 
Scout-O-Rama, which is scheduled Saturday, 
May 7, at the Utah State Fairpark. Tickets 
admit one family and sell for only $5.00. 

Scout-O-Rama is an approved fund raiser 
for the unit sponsoring organizations of the 
Great Salt Lake Council. Every ticket sold 
receives a 15 percent commission. Units with 
a SOR booth receive a 30 percent 
commission. The money may be used for 
awards, equipment, supplies, camp fees, or 
whatever the unit needs. Commissions will be 

paid by check after all money and unsold 
tickets are turned in at the Scout Service 
Center or at Scout-O-Rama. 

 

2005 food drive productive 
Varsity Scouts were among an estimated 

12,000 and adult volunteers who made the 
Great Salt Lake Council's 2005 Scouting for 
Food drive one of the most successful in the 
drive's 19-year history. 

According to Paul M. Tikalsky Jr., director 
of finance and marketing for the Great Salt 
Lake Council, over 800,000 non-perishable 
food items were collected from neighborhoods 
and donated to local food banks during the 
one-day drive. 

"It's the single biggest good turn that 
Scouts do all year," said Tikalsky. 
Increased publicity was credited with boosting 
public awareness. Tikalsky complimented the 
efforts of the Deseret Morning News, Yellow 
Transportation, Inc., the Utah National Guard, 
and Associated Foods for contributing to the 
success of this year's drive. Mark L. Shurtleff,  



Utah Attorney General, again served as 
chairman of the Utah drive. Governor Jon M. 
Huntsman Jr. signed a declaration for the 
event. 

Scouts from the Utah National Parks 
Council in southern Utah and the Trapper 
Trails Council in northern Utah also 
participated in the statewide effort. 

 

On Belay course offered 
Registrations are now being accepted for 

both youth and adult participants who want to 
see a Varsity Scout team in action. On Belay 
teaches that a young man is capable of 
planning and running a program which meets 
the aims and methods of Scouting. It teaches 
young men to aspire to higher values and rely 
upon a coach and his committee as a 
resource to accomplish the activities they have 
planned. 

The 2005 course is under the direction of 
Don Sims. It will run July 25-30 at the East 
Fork of the Bear Scout Reservation. 
Registration is $155 per person, which 
includes the cost of food, T-shirt, cap, 
instruction supplies, handouts, project 
materials, and insurance. A $10 discount 
applies when the fee is paid before July 11. An 
additional 10 percent discount per person is 
available for teams when at least two leaders 
and six boys register together. For information, 
see the On Belay web page, 
http://www.gslc-bsa.org/varsity/onbelay 
/index.htm. Registration forms are also 
available at district roundtable meetings and at 
any Scout Shop, or downloaded from the web. 

 

On Belay staff visits offered 
On Belay course staff members are 

available to visit district roundtable meetings 
and unit meetings. To schedule a visit, contact 
Don Sims, course director, at 
info@utahphones.com. 

A promotional video tape touting the On 
Belay course is also available for check out. 
Circulating copies of the 10-minute long video 
are available at the Scout Service Center. 
Additional copies may also be obtained from 
On Belay staff members as well as district 
roundtable staff. 
 

VS Basic Training offered 
     The Varsity Scout basic training class is 
designed for all adult and youth team leaders. 

Those who can benefit from the basic training 
include adult coaches, assistant coaches, 
program advisers, and committee members, 
and youth team captains, co-captains, and 
program managers. 
     The Varsity Scout Guidebook (WW34827A) 
is the class textbook. Please bring your 
personal copy with you to the training. 
     As we learn of planned training dates the 
information will be posted on the web site 
(http://www.gslc-bsa.org/ varsity/training/). 
Check back often so that you can have that 
opportunity for the training that will help you 
become the greatest Varsity Scout leader 
ever. 

 
Dist. Location  Date Time 
11 417 E. Benson Road 4/8 6:30 p.m.  
 Stansbury Park 
13 4586 W 3960 S 4/9 8:00 a.m. 
22 TBA  4/9 8:00 a.m. 
26 9636 S 1700 E 4/16 7:45 a.m. 
28 13085 S 300 E, Draper 5/19 7:00 p.m. 
GSLC Big Event  6/17-18 TBA 
GSLC University of Scouting 12/3 8:30 a.m.  

 

District news roundup 
     Several events for Varsity Scouts and 
leaders are planned by local districts 
throughout the Great Salt Lake Council over 
the next few months. Many of the following 
events are included in the published 2004-
2005 council calendar, available at the service 
center and Scout Shops. District vice 
chairmen are encouraged to submit 
information about upcoming Varsity activities 
to the editor for inclusion in the Varsity Letter. 
     A web site for each district in the Great Salt 
Lake Council is included in the district section 
of the council web site. The URL is 
http://www.gslc-bsa.org/districts/index.cfm. 
 
District 1 (Farmington Bay) 

Introduction to Outdoor Leader Skills will 
be taught Friday and Saturday, April 15-16, at 
Camp Tracy. This training includes an 
overnight experience. 
 
District 13 (Granger) 

April 7  roundtable topics: canoeing, tour 
permits, etc. 

VS Fast-Start adult leader training is 
offered immediately before (6:20 p.m.) and 
after (8:10 p.m.) each monthly roundtable. To 
make other arrangements, contact Glen 
Fairclough, district Varsity training coordinator,  

http://www.gslc�bsa.org/


or check out the Varsity Fast Start video at the 
service center. 

Mark your calendars for the annual district 
spring rendezvous scheduled Friday and 
Saturday, April 15-16, at Big Hollow in Rush 
Valley (between Rush Valley and Dugway in 
Tooele County). 

The next scheduled date for basic training 
is April 9 at the Granger South LDS Stake 
Center, 4586 West Volta Avenue (3960 
South). Registration begins at 8:00 a.m. with 
instruction scheduled to start at 8:30 a.m. 

Because several members of the district 
Varsity committee moved last year, there are a 
number of vacancies. Anyone interested in 
serving on the district committee during the 
coming year should Steve Honsvick, district 
vice chairman, or another member of the 
committee. 

 Granger District serves the Granger, 
West Valley City, and Hunter areas. Stay 
abreast of district events, current news, and 
meetings via the district's web site. The URL is 
http://www.gslc-bsa.org/d13/. 
 
District 17 (White Buffalo) 

District 17 has a new roundtable  
meeting location for all families of scouting: 
the  LDS Meetinghouse at 7350 South 1300 
West, West Jordan. This meeting will start at 
7:00 p.m. 
 
District 18 (Wasatch Peaks) 

Basic training is conducted monthly.  
 
District 22 (East Millcreek) 

New leader training is scheduled April 9. 
 
District 23 (Granite Trail) 

Themes for upcoming Varsity roundtable 
meetings: Varsity awards for adults (April), 
orienteering compass and global positioning 
system (May), and backpacking (June). 
 
District 26 (Silver Mesa) 

Basic training is offered monthly. 
Sandy East Zone, 9636 South 1700 East, 

will host training on Saturday, April 16, at 7:45 
a.m. 
 
District 28 (Eagle Peaks) 

Basic training dates for 2005 are May 19, 
September 19, and November 17. 

 
 
 

Council Vice President’s Message 

What do you want? 
By Bry Davis 

The Most Important Question – “What do 
you want?” 

In Varsity Team development, boy leaders 
and adult leaders need to consider what it is 
that the Team members want. By asking this 
simple question many valuable things will 
happen. When a leader sincerely asks a Scout 
what he wants, a powerful message is sent to 
the receiver. It shows that the leader cares 
and is concerned. It tells the Scout that his 
leader is interested him. This is in turn helps 
break down boundaries and builds trust. A 
relationship of trust is where friendships start. 
Friendship, the fourth point of the Scout Law, 
is an essential part of high performance 
teams. 

The other important part of the question 
asked is the answer given. What is given or 
sent is a message. The message may be, I 
want to have fun. I need help. I want to be 
respected. I want a leadership experience or 
high adventure activity. I want to be happy. 
The message sent needs to be listened to and 
acted upon. 

Varsity Scouting is an action program. It 
provides the answers to ‘what do you want?’ 
Varsity Scouting emphasizes six areas-- 
Advancement, High Adventure, Personal 
Development, Service, and Special Programs 
and Events. Scouts usually are in classroom 
settings a great deal of time. Varsity Scouting 
provides the application setting where the 
development of values, character, and fitness 
are engrained into character. 

Varsity Teams that utilize and embrace a 
balanced program of the six areas will provide 
what is wanted and deliver the promise. 
Barriers of communication are broken down 
and conflicts will be resolved quickly. A high 
performing Varsity Team will retain interest of 
Scouts. It will also be a team where, upon an 
invitation, others will want to join. 

All this and more happens when the 
important question is asked, “What do you 
what?” 

Let’s continue to build and develop the 
Varsity Team that will prepare our youth the 
moral character that counts today and in the 
future. 



Council news 

Council roundtable report 
 A presentation on utensil-less cooking was 
made. 
 Merril Hutchinson highlighted camping 
opportunities at Camp Williams. 

Each district is challenged to have at least 
one Varsity Scout earn the Denali Award 
during the year. 

District committee members are invited to 
attend the monthly council Varsity roundtable 
on the third Wednesday of each month at 7:30 
p.m. Roundtable is held at Murray High 
School, 5440 South State. The meeting is held 
in the Spartan Express Room (no. 112) near 
the vending machines and the commons food 
court area on the first floor 
(http://www.gslc-bsa.org/training/ 
documents/map.pdf). Parking is available on 
the south side of the school and Scouters may 
enter the school from the south side. Members 
will receive training which they can then pass 
on to the coaches and other leaders at the 
district roundtable the following month. 

District vice chairmen are reminded that 
members of the council committee are 
available to visit district roundtable meetings 
and help make presentations on any subject. 
Arrange-ments to bring a climbing wall can be 
made. 

The methods of Scouting will be reviewed 
during the coming year. Each month a 
different method will be featured. Dates and 
themes, as well as the event of the month, for 
upcoming council roundtables follow: 

April 20, 2005: Outdoors 
May 18, 2005: Ideals (Scout Oath, Law, 

Motto, and Slogan), The Big Event, Operation 
On Target 

No roundtable meetings are scheduled in 
June and July. Planning for October 2005-May 
2006 will occur in August 2005. 

 

Register now for Big Event 
     Early registration for the annual Varsity 
Scout Big Event is under way. The Big Event 
is scheduled June 15-18 at East Fork of the 
Bear. 
     The $17 registration fee ($15 before May 1) 
covers all regular activities as well as the 
participation medal and a pin which can be 
earned. There is an additional $2 fee for those 
participating in shooting sports. A commissary 
plan which provides seven meals is available 

for $23. 
     Information is available from the Big Event 
web site, http://www.gslc-
bsa.org/varsity/bigeve nt/index.htm. 
Registration forms may be down- loaded from 
the council web site. 
 

Big Event info available 
     Big Event staff members are available to 
visit district roundtable meetings and unit 
meetings. To schedule a visit, contact David 
Acker, Big Event chairman, at 
bigevent2005@msn.com. 
     A promotional video tape touting the Big 
Event is also available for check out. 
Circulating copies of the 10-minute long video 
are available at the Scout Service Center. 
Additional copies may also be obtained from 
Big Event staff members as well as district 
roundtable staff. 
 

VarsityScouter.org website 
undergoes facelift 

     The Varsityscouter.org web site is 
undergoing a facelift. The revised and 
upgraded site will continue to offer valuable 
resources to Varsity team coaches, captains, 
program managers, and other leaders. The 
site will be maintained by Bryce Swanson and 
Tom Hacking. Surf on by 
http://www.varsityscouter.org today! 

 

 

Wood Badge courses set 
     Registration is under way for Wood Badge 
for the 21st Century--a single training program 
for Cub Scout, Boy Scout, Varsity Scout, 
Venturing, council and district volunteer 
leaders and professionals.  

Four courses are scheduled at Camp 
Tracy during 2005, including one in Spanish. 
All of the 2005 courses are weekend courses 
which be conducted on two consecutive 
weekends. Course directors include Martin 
Christensen (spring), Richard Aird (Spanish),  



Pam Youngs (summer), and Barry Phillips 
(fall). 

The spring course will be held April (14, 
15, 16, 21, 22, and 23), the summer course 
runs August 25, 26, & 27, and September 8, 9, 
& 10, and the fall course is scheduled October 
13, 14, 15, 27, 28, & 29. The Spanish-
language course is set July 28, 29 & 30 and 
August 4, 5, & 6. 

Cost for the course is $190.00. For more 
information call 582-3663 and ask for the 
Camp Desk, send e-mail to woodbadge@gslc-
bsa.org, or visit the web site: 
http://www.gslc-bsa.org/ woodbadge. 
Registration forms are available at district 
roundtable meetings, at any Scout Shop, or 
downloaded from the council web site. 
 

Climbing Instruction set 
     A three-day BSA climbing instructor 
training course is scheduled April 28-30 at 
Camp Tracy. This course is for Scouters who 
have climbing & rappelling experience and 
have an active climbing program in their unit 
or will be active with District or Council 
sponsored climbing/rappelling activities. 
BSA climbing Instructor is a 3 day course 
designed to teach Scouters 
• How to teach climbing & rappelling 
• BSA guidelines related to climbing/rappelling 
• Supervise and administer the technical 
aspects of a climbing/rappelling activity 
This course presumes you have a solid 
foundation in the fundamentals of climbing. 
These fundamentals include: basic climbing 
knots, belay and rappel techniques, basic 
understanding of rigging and equipment care. 
The registration fee is $50. For more 
information, go to http://www.gslc-
bsa.org/climb/info/t_inst.cfm. 
 

Equipment loans available 
     Snowshoes, tomahawks and knives, black 
powder rifles, shotguns, pigeon throwers, 
archery kits, flint knapping handles, volleyball 
sets, rappelling and climbing equipment, 
Varsity challenge monkey bridge, water cooler 
containers, fire barrels for utensil-less cooking, 
and other council equipment may be borrowed 
by district committees for use at district-
sponsored Varsity Scout activities. To make 
arrangements, contact the Varsity committee 
quartermaster (Hal Myers) at 
hal.myers@fairchildsemi.com. 

Uinta High Adventure Base 
designed for older Scouts 
     Uinta High Adventure Base at East Fork of 
the Bear (http://camps.gslc-bsa.org/uhab/) 
invites you to take the next step in your 
Scouting experience. We feature unique 
activities for older Scouts, Varsity Scouts, and 
Venturers. 

UHAB features three-day sessions -- 
Monday to Wednesday and Thursday to 
Saturday. You may choose to bring your own 
food or eat at one of the reservation dining 
halls. 

Participants must be 13 years old by 
January 2005 to participate in UHAB 
programs. 
 
UHAB Programs 
    · Kayaking 
    · Trap Shooting 
    · Climbing and Rappelling 
    · Pistol Shooting 
    · Action Archery 
    · Fly-fishing 
    · Low COPE Activities 
    · Muzzle Loaders 
    · Outpost Camping  
 

2005 Varsity calendar 
Scout-O-Rama, Saturday, May 7 
Big Event, East Fork of the Bear, Thursday- 
Saturday, June 16-18 
Operation On-Target, Saturday, July 16 
On Belay youth and adult leader training, East 
Fork of the Bear Scout Reservation, July 25-30 
Turkey Shoot, Saturday, October 15 
 

The Varsity Letter 

     Submissions are welcome. E-mail your 
suggestions the editor at vinfo@gslc-bsa.org. 
The copy deadline is the third Wednesday of 
each month. 
     If you would like to receive the Varsity 
Letter electronically via e-mail, please send 
your e-mail address to vinfo@gslc-bsa.org. 
     Previous issues of the Varsity Letter are 
available online via the Great Salt Lake 
Council Varsity Scout Web site at http://ww 
w.gslc-bsa.org/varsity/vletter/index.htm. 
 

http://www.gslc-bsa.org/climb/info/t_inst.cfm
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