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Biathlon results posted 
Results of the third annual mountain man 

biathlon organized by the Great Salt Lake 
Council have been posted on the council web 
site. The event took place February 5, at historic 
Fort Buenaventura park in Ogden. 

The biathlon attracted 93 registered 
participants representing 13 Varsity. Competition 
in both team and individual events took place in 
mild weather over a challenging course. 
Everyone who registered received a participation 
patch. Four teams spent the night at the fort.  

Prizes were presented to first, second, and 
third-place individuals and one for the best team 
score at the council roundtable on February 16. 
Dennis (Team 7091) took first place with a time 
of 4:34, edging out second-place Clifford (Team 
6968) with 4:39. Spencer (Team 7091) finished 
third with 5:02. Gift certificates to Sportsman’s 
Warehouse were awarded: $30 for first place, 
$20 to second, and $10 for third. Team 6968 
took team honors with 4:44. The prize was a 
Dutch oven. Overall results will be posted on the 
biathlon web page. 

Rather than utilizing the Olympic-style target 
rifles and cross-country skis of the modern-day 
biathlon, the Varsity Scout rendezvous theme 
was invoked at this unique event as participants 
traversed a marked trail on foot, because of the 
lack of snow, and utilized primitive muzzle 
loading black powder rifles. The biathlon is a 
timed event with two stops on the course to 

shoot at targets from a standing or squating 
position.  

Attendees also engaged in tomahawk and 
knife throwing. Team building activities, tube-i-
cide, primitive fire building with flint and steel or 
bow and drill, and a winterized soccer match 
were also offered by organizers. 
 Participation in the biathlon satisfies the 
Varsity Letter award requirement to participate in 
a high adventure/sports activity 
(http://www.gslc-bsa.org/varsity/Advancement/ 
index.htm, see requirement 2). Varsity Scout 
program areas such as Cross Country Skiing, 
Shooting Sports, and Snow Camping are all 
compatible with the biathlon.  
 

SOR ticket sales kick off set 
The kickoff for Scout-O-Rama ticket sales is 

set for Saturday, March 12. 
Registered Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, Varsity 

Scouts, and Venturers may attend the kickoff at 
their district kickoff center at 8:30 a.m. During 
the half-hour gathering, boys can preview prizes 
they can earn, get tips on selling, and have fun. 
Every boy will receive a prize for coming to the 
kickoff center. Kickoff centers will remain open 
throughout the day if additional tickets are 
needed. Kickoff prizes must be picked up before 
7:00 p.m. 

Ticket sign-up forms will be available at 
district roundtables in March. Encourage your 
unit to complete the form on or before kickoff 
day on March 12 so that tickets and other 
supplies will be waiting for you at the kickoff 
center. Scout-O-Rama is scheduled Saturday, 
May 7, at the Utah State Fairpark. Tickets admit 
one family and sell for only $5.00. 

Scout-O-Rama is an approved fund raiser 
for the unit sponsoring organizations of the Great 
Salt Lake Council. Every ticket sold receives a 
15 percent commission. Units with a SOR booth 
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receive a 30 percent commission. The money 
may be used for awards, equipment, supples, 
camp fees, or whatever the unit needs. 
Commissions will be paid by check after all 
money and unsold tickets are turned in at the 
Scout Service Center or at Scout-O-Rama. 

 

 

 

Annual food drive planned 
Scouts throughout the Beehive State will 

once again team up to conduct the 19th annual 
Utah Scouting for Food Drive on Saturday, 
March 26. Three Utah Scout councils, Great Salt 
Lake, Utah National Parks, and Trapper Trails, 
again will team up for the 2005 food drive. Items 
collected in the Utah drive will go to the Utah 
Food Bank and the State Hunger Network. 

Prior to the pick-up date, Scouts will deliver 
plastic bags for community members to fill with 
commercially packaged, nonperishable food, 
such as canned meat, fruit, vegetables, soup, 
chili, stew, pre-packaged meals, cereal, 
macaroni and cheese, and peanut butter. Scouts 
will pick up the bags and take them to collection 
points to be boxed and loaded aboard trucks for 
delivery to the Utah Food Bank. 

For further information about Scouting for 
Food, contact your district or council leaders. 
 

Registrations are now being accepted for 
both youth and adult participants who want to 
see a Varsity Scout team in action. On Belay 
teaches that a young man is capable of planning 
and running a program which meets the aims 
and methods of Scouting. It teaches young men 
to aspire to higher values and rely upon a coach 
and his committee as a resource to accomplish 
the activities they have planned. 

The 2005 course is under the direction of 
Don Sims. It will run July 25-30 at the East Fork 
of the Bear Scout Reservation. Registration is 
$155 per person, which includes the cost of 
food, T-shirt, cap, instruction supplies, handouts, 
project materials, and insurance. A $10 discount 

applies when the fee is paid before July 11. An 
additional 10 percent discount per person is 
available for teams when at least two leaders 
and six boys register together. For information, 
see the On Belay web page, 
http://www.gslc-bsa.org/varsity/onbelay 
/index.htm. Registration forms are also available 
at district roundtable meetings and at any Scout 
Shop, or downloaded from the web. 

 

On Belay staff visits offered 
On Belay course staff members are 

available to visit district roundtable meetings and 
unit meetings. To schedule a visit, contact Don 
Sims, course director, at 
info@utahphones.com. 

A promotional video tape touting the On 
Belay course is also available for check out. 
Circulating copies of the 10-minute long video 
are available at the Scout Service Center. 
Additional copies may also be obtained from On 
Belay staff members as well as district 
roundtable staff. 
 

VS Basic Training classes offered 
     The Varsity Scout basic training class is 
designed for all adult and youth team leaders. 
Those who can benefit from the basic training 
include adult coaches, assistant coaches, 
program advisers, and committee members, and 
youth team captains, co-captains, and program 
managers. 
     The Varsity Scout Guidebook (WW34827A) 
is the class textbook. Please bring your personal 
copy with you to the training. 
     As we learn of planned training dates the 
information will be posted on the web site 
(http://www.gslc-bsa.org/ varsity/training/). Check 
back often so that you can have that opportunity 
for the training that will help you become the 
greatest Varsity Scout leader ever. 

 
Dist. Location  Date Time 
26  2126 E 10000 S 3/5 7:30 a.m. 
28  13366 S 1300 E, Draper 3/17 7:00 p.m. 
28  498 Hollow Creek Rd 3/17 7:00 p.m. 
3  2200 S 600 E, Bntfl 3/19 8:00 a.m. 
26  9119 S 1300 E 3/19 8:00 a.m. 
11  417 E. Benson Road 4/8 6:30 p.m.  
  Stansbury Park 
13  4586 W 3960 S 4/9 8:00 a.m. 
22  TBA  4/9 8:00 a.m. 
26  9636 S 1700 E 4/16 7:45 a.m. 
28  13085 S 300 E, Draper 5/19 7:00 p.m. 
GSLC Big Event  6/17-18 TBA 
GSLC University of Scouting 12/3 8:30 a.m.  

http://www.gslc�bsa.org/
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District news roundup 
     Several events for Varsity Scouts and leaders 
are planned by local districts throughout the 
Great Salt Lake Council over the next few 
months. Many of the following events are 
included in the published 2004-2005 council 
calendar, available at the service center and 
Scout Shops. District vice chairmen are 
encouraged to submit information about 
upcoming Varsity activities to the editor for 
inclusion in the Varsity Letter. 
     A web site for each district in the Great Salt 
Lake Council is included in the district section of 
the council web site. The URL is http://www.gslc-
bsa.org/districts/index.cfm. 
 
District 1 (Farmington Bay) 

Introduction to Outdoor Leader Skills will be 
taught April 15-16 at Camp Tracy (includes 
overnight experience). 
 
District 2 (Stonecreek) 

The following young men have earned the 
Denali Award in District 2 - Stonecreek: 

 
  Team 7058 (Coach, Cliff Swensen) 
Adam Poulsen 
Benjamin Poulsen 
 
  Team 6262 (Coach, Curt Wilbur) 
Taylor Edwards 
Nate Evans 
Guy Gibbons 
Mark Hill 
Lance Linsay 
 
 We hope to see more in the District during 
2005. 

Scouts Serve! 
 
District 3 (Indian Springs) 

District 3 Basic Training will be Saturday, 
March 19, at 8:00 a.m. at the Bountiful East 
Stake Center, 2200 South 600 East, Bountiful, 
Utah. All untrained Scouters are invited. 
 
District 13 (Granger) 

A two-week merit badge pow wow is 
scheduled March 5 & 19. Classes will be held at 
the Granger South Stake Center, 4586 W 3960 
S (Volta Avenue). The cost is $5.00 per Scout. 
Classes include both required and elective merit 
badges. Scouts can complete most 
requirements by attending both sessions. 

VS Fast-Start adult leader training is offered 
immediately before (6:20 p.m.) and after (8:10 

p.m.) each monthly roundtable. To make other 
arrangements, contact Glen Fairclough, district 
Varsity training coordinator, or check out the 
Varsity Fast Start video at the service center. 

Mark your calendars for the spring 
rendezvous scheduled April 15-16. 

The next scheduled date for basic training is 
April 9 at the Granger South LDS Stake Center, 
4586 West Volta Avenue (3960 South). 
Registration begins at 8:00 a.m. with instruction 
scheduled to start at 8:30 a.m. 

Thanks to Tyler Terry, who has served as 
district executive for the past two years. Tyler 
has been hired by the State of Utah and hopes 
to attend graduate school and become a 
marriage counselor. 

Because several members of the district 
Varsity committee moved last year, there are a 
number of vacancies. Anyone interested in 
serving on the district committee during the 
coming year should contact Tyler Terry, district 
executive, Steve Honsvick, district vice 
chairman, or another member of the committee. 

 Granger District serves the Granger, West 
Valley City, and Hunter areas. Stay abreast of 
district events, current news, and meetings via 
the district's web site. The URL is 
http://www.gslc-bsa.org/d13/. 
 
District 17 (White Buffalo) 

District 17 will has a new roundtable  
meeting location for all families of scouting. This 
meeting will continue to start at 7:00 p.m. at the 
new location: LDS Meetinghouse, 7350 South 
1300 West, West Jordan. 
 
District 18 (Wasatch Peaks) 

Basic training is conducted monthly.  
 
District 22 (East Millcreek) 

New leader training is scheduled April 9. 
 
District 23 (Granite Trail) 

Themes for upcoming Varsity roundtable 
meetings: bicycling (March), Varsity awards for 
adults (April), orienteering compass and global 
positioning system (May), and backpacking 
(June). 
 
District 26 (Silver Mesa) 

Basic training is offered monthly. 
Granite South Zone, 2126 E. Gyrfalcon Drive 

(10000 South), will host training on Saturday, 
March 5, at 7:30 a.m. 
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Canyon View Zone, 9119 South 1300 East, 
will sponsor training on Saturday, March 19, at 
8:00 a.m. 

Sandy East Zone, 9636 South 1700 East, 
will host training on Saturday, April 16, at 7:45 
a.m. 
 
District 28 (Eagle Peaks) 

Basic training is scheduled Thursday, March 
17, at 7:00 p.m. at the Corner Canyon Stake 
Center, 13366 South 1300 East in Draper and at 
the South Mountain Stake Center, 498 Hollow 
Creek Road in Draper. 

Other training dates for 2005 are May 19, 
September 19, and November 17. 

 
 
Council news 

Council roundtable report 
The uniform makes the Varsity Scout team 

visible as a force for good and creates a positive 
youth image in the community. Varsity Scouting 
is an action program, and wearing the uniform is 
an action that shows each Varsity Scout’s 
commitment to the aims and purposes of 
Scouting. The uniform gives the Varsity Scout 
identity in a world brotherhood of youth who 
believe in the same ideals. The uniform is 
practical attire for Varsity Scout activities and 
provides a way for Varsity Scouts to wear the 
badges that show what they have accomplished. 
 
Scout Uniforms & Insignia Web page, 
http://www.gslc-bsa.org/awards/uniform/index.cf
m 
 
About the uniform, 
http://www.gslc-bsa.org/awards/uniform/boyscou
t/uniform.cfm 
Uniform inspection sheets, 
http://www.gslc-bsa.org/awards/uniform/inspecti
on.cfm 
 
 Clay Hiatt presented a slide show which can 
be shown at a young man’s Eagle Scout Court of 
Honor. Copies of the presentation were 
distributed to the district vice chairmen in 
attendance.  

Each district is challenged to have at least 
one Varsity Scout earn the Denali Award during 
the year. 

District committee members are invited to 
attend the monthly council Varsity roundtable on 
the third Wednesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. 
Roundtable is held at Murray High School, 5440 
South State. The meeting is held in the Spartan 

Express Room (no. 112) near the vending 
machines and the commons food court area on 
the first floor (http://www.gslc-bsa.org/training/ 
documents/map.pdf). Parking is available on the 
south side of the school and Scouters may enter 
the school from the south side. Members will 
receive training which they can then pass on to 
the coaches and other leaders at the district 
roundtable the following month. 

District vice chairmen are reminded that 
members of the council committee are available 
to visit district roundtable meetings and help 
make presentations on any subject. Arrange-
ments to bring a climbing wall can be made. 

The methods of Scouting will be reviewed 
during the coming year. Each month a different 
method will be featured. Dates and themes, as 
well as the event of the month, for upcoming 
council roundtables follow: 

March 16, 2005: Advancement 
April 20, 2005: Outdoors 
May 18, 2005: Ideals (Scout Oath, Law, 

Motto, and Slogan), The Big Event, Operation 
On Target 

No roundtable meetings are scheduled in 
June and July. Planning for October 2005-May 
2006 will occur in August 2005. 

 

Register now for Big Event 
     Early registration for the annual Varsity Scout 
Big Event is under way. The Big Event is 
scheduled June 15-18 at East Fork of the Bear. 
     The $17 registration fee ($15 before May 1) 
covers all regular activities as well as the 
participation medal and a pin which can be 
earned. There is an additional $2 fee for those 
participating in shooting sports. A commissary 
plan which provides seven meals is available for 
$23. 
     Information is available from the Big Event 
web site, http://www.gslc-bsa.org/varsity/bigeve 
nt/index.htm. Registration forms may be down- 
loaded from the council web site. 
 

Big Event info available 
     Big Event staff members are available to visit 
district roundtable meetings and unit meetings. 
To schedule a visit, contact David Acker, Big 
Event chairman, at davidjacker@mstar.net. 
     A promotional video tape touting the Big 
Event is also available for check out. Circulating 
copies of the 10-minute long video are available 
at the Scout Service Center. Additional copies 
may also be obtained from Big Event staff 
members as well as district roundtable staff. 
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VarsityScouter.org website 

undergoes facelift 
The Varsityscouter.org web site is undergoing a 
facelift. The revised and upgraded site will 
continue to offer valuable resources to Varsity 
team coaches, captains, program managers, 
and other leaders. The site will be maintained by 
Bryce Swanson and Tom Hacking. Surf on by 
http://www.varsityscouter.org today! 

 

Commissioner training set 
     This year's College of Commissioner Science 
is scheduled Saturday, March 5, at University of 
Utah married student meetinghouse east of the 
LDS Institute of Religion (near the BSA Service 
Center). The college offers training for Unit, 
District, and Assistant Commissioners. 
     Four degree courses s are available: Basic,  
Bachelor, Master, and Doctoral.  For more 
information, visit http://www.gslc-bsa.org/trainin 
g/commissioner.cfm. 
 
 

2005 Silver Beaver Award 

awarded to 63 Scouters 
The Silver Beaver Award for Distinguished 

Service to Boyhood will be presented to 63 
Scouting leaders from the Great Salt Lake 
Council who were honored March 8 at the 
Bountiful Regional Center. 

Among those with past and present ties to 
the Varsity Scout program are: 
 
Mike Allen, Wasatch Peaks District (18) 
David Bresnahan, White Buffalo District (17) 
President Dean R. Burgess, District 30 
C. Riley Cutler, Red Butte District (21) 
Patti Daniels, Cottonwood District (25) 
Martell Thomas (Tom) Ellis, Granger District (13) 
Mike Gibbons, Pony Express District (14) 
Victor J. Graybill, White Buffalo District (17) 
Helen Haycock, Olde English Fort District (12) 
Richard P. Jackson, Union Fort District (24) 
Ron G. (Rooster) Jenson, Westview District (10) 
Glen Jones, Wasatch Peaks District (18) 
Russell L. Smart, Silver Mesa District (26) 

 
These individuals include coaches, assistant 

coaches, committee chairmen and members, 
district Varsity vice chairmen, commissioners, 
and Varsity Wood Badge, On Belay, and Big 
Event staffers. The complete list of recipients is 
posted on the council web site, 

http://www.gslc-bsa.org/silverbeaver/recipients20
03.htm. 

The Silver Beaver Award was authorized by 
the Boy Scouts of America in 1932. It is the 
highest recognition which may be made by the 
local council. Those eligible to be considered for 
nomination for the award are registered Scouters 
with impressive records of outstanding service in 
Scouting, church, and community. Nominations 
are made by special committee after careful 
study and review of the records of hundreds of 
worthy candidates, followed by approval of key 
council officers. In addition, all awards must be 
approved by the National Distinguished Service 
Committee of the Boy Scouts of America. 

 

 

Wood Badge courses set 
     Registration is under way for Wood Badge for 
the 21st Century--a single training program for 
Cub Scout, Boy Scout, Varsity Scout, Venturing, 
council and district volunteer leaders and 
professionals. 
     Three weekend courses are offered at Camp 
Tracy in Millcreek Canyon in 2005. The spring 
course will be held at Camp Tracy in April (14, 
15, 16, 21, 22, and 23), the summer course runs 
August 25, 26, & 27, and September 8, 9, & 10, 
and the fall course is scheduled October 13, 14, 
15, 27, 28, & 29. 
     Cost for the course is $190.00. For more 
information call 582-3663 and ask for the Camp 
Desk, send e-mail to woodbadge@gslc-bsa.org, 
or visit the web site: http://www.gslc-bsa.org/ 
woodbadge. Registration forms are available at 
district roundtable meetings, at any Scout Shop, 
or downloaded from the council web site. 
 

Equipment loans available 

     Snowshoes, tomahawks and knives, black 
powder rifles, shotguns, pigeon throwers, 
archery kits, flint knapping handles, volleyball 
sets, rappelling and climbing equipment, Varsity 
challenge monkey bridge, water cooler 
containers, fire barrels for utensil-less cooking, 
and other council equipment may be borrowed 
by district committees for use at district-
sponsored Varsity Scout activities. To make 
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arrangements, contact the Varsity committee 
quartermaster (Hal Myers) at 
hal.myers@fairchildsemi.com. 

 

Uinta High Adventure Base 

designed for older scouts 
     Uinta High Adventure Base at East Fork of 
the Bear (http://camps.gslc-bsa.org/uhab/) 
invites you to take the next step in your Scouting 
experience. We feature unique activities for 
older Scouts, Varsity Scouts, and Venturers. 

UHAB features three-day sessions -- 
Monday to Wednesday and Thursday to Friday. 
You may choose to bring your own food or eat at 
one of the reservation dining halls. 

Participants must be 13 years old by January 
2005 to participate in UHAB programs. 
 
UHAB Programs 
    · Kayaking 
    · Trap Shooting 
    · Climbing and Rappelling 
    · Pistol Shooting 
    · Action Archery 
    · Fly-fishing 
    · Low COPE Activities 
    · Muzzle Loaders 
    · Outpost Camping  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2005 Varsity calendar 
Scouting for Food Drive, Saturday, March 26 
Scout-O-Rama, Saturday, May 7 
Big Event, East Fork of the Bear, Thursday- 
Saturday, June 16-18 
Operation On-Target, Saturday, July 16 
On Belay youth and adult leader training, East 
Fork of the Bear Scout Reservation, July 25-30 
Turkey Shoot, Saturday, October 15 
 

The Varsity Letter 
     Submissions are welcome. E-mail your 
suggestions the editor at vinfo@gslc-bsa.org. 
The copy deadline is the third Wednesday of 
each month. 
     If you would like to receive the Varsity Letter 
electronically via e-mail, please send your e-mail 
address to vinfo@gslc-bsa.org. 
     Previous issues of the Varsity Letter are 
available online via the Great Salt Lake Council 
Varsity Scout World Wide Web site at http://ww 
w.gslc-bsa.org/varsity/vletter/index.htm. 
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