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Scout anniversary observed 
By Paul White 

Happy Birthday Scouting! 
February 2005 marks the 95th Anniversary of 

the Boy Scouts of America. In 1910 when this 
movement started a charter was granted by the 
United States Congress, and a set of values and 
standards was adopted by the movement. Since 
that date the standards have not changed, they 
have not wavered. What other organization can 
you say that about?  Even the Constitution of the 
United States has been amended and changed 
many times. But the Values and Standards of 
Scouting are the same today as they were then.  

Let’s reflect on those standards: 
 

“On my honor, I will do my best, to do my duty 
to God and my Country, and to obey the Scout 
Law. To help other people at all times. To keep 
myself physically strong, mentally awake, and 
morally straight.” 
 

A Scout is Trustworthy, Loyal, Helpful, 
Friendly, Courteous, Kind, Obedient, Cheerful, 
Brave, Clean, and Reverent. 
 

As a Varsity Scout I will:  
Live by the Scout Oath, Law, motto, and slogan;  
Honor the dignity and worth of all persons;  
Promote the cause of freedom;  
and Do my best to be a good team member. 
 

Not any changes have been given in the past 
95 years. I included the Varsity Pledge to show 
that the values and standards are present in the 
movement even today. I would dare say that there 
are only a couple of movements in the world that 

teach values and the Boy Scouts of America is 
one of them. 

Lord Robert S. S. Baden Powell of Gilwell 
was often asked about the movement for which 
he was responsible. One such occasion took 
place during a press conference in England in 
1920. The question addressed religion and, 
specifically, what religion Scouting represented. 
The essence of his reply, originally published in 
the November 1920 edition of the Headquarters 
Gazette, is that Scouting is aligned with not just 
one religion, its purpose it to bring to pass the 
Kingdom of God. (See http://www.scouting.org/ 
relationships/15-208/badenpowell.html.) 

Let’s all remember each time we repeat the 
Scout Oath, Law, Motto, and Slogan, plus the 
Varsity Pledge, that we are adhering to values 
and standards that will help to bring to pass the 
Kingdom of God. 

Happy Birthday Scouting! And may we have 
another 95 years of these values and standards. 
 

Primitive biathlon planned 
A mountain man biathlon 

organized by the Great Salt 
Lake Council is scheduled 
Saturday, February 5, at 
historic Fort Buenaventura in 
Ogden. Competition begins 
Saturday at 9:00 a.m. The 
cost is $7.00 per participant. 
Pre- registration runs through 
January 31 (pre- registration 

will give you earlier run times). Teams may also 
register upon check-in at the event.  

The biathlon is a timed event with two stops in 
the snowshoe race route to shoot black powder 
rifles. There will be team building games and 
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other activities to participate in while waiting your 
run time. Rather than utilizing the Olympic-style 
target rifles and cross-country skis of the 
modern-day biathlon, the Varsity Scout 
rendezvous theme will be invoked at this rather 
unique event as participants traverse a marked 
trail on snow-shoes (weather permitting) and 
utilize primitive muzzle loading black powder rifles. 
Prizes will be awarded to first-, second-, and 
third-place individuals and the team with the best 
score. 

Organizers are planning team building 
activities, tug of war, a winterized soccer match, 
and a snowshoe races (weather permitting). 
Optional overnight camping at the fort will also be 
available but is not necessary to participate. 

Participation in the biathlon satisfies the 
Varsity Letter award requirement to participate in 
a high adventure/sports activity (http://www.g 
slc-bsa.org/varsity/Advancement/index.htm, see 
requirement 2). 

Historic Fort Buenaventura (http:// 
ogdencvb.org/fortb.html) is located at 2450 South 
‘A’ Street, near the old baseball park west of 
Ogden. Take exit 347 off I-15 in Ogden. 
 

On Belay course slated 
Registrations are now being accepted for 

both youth and adult participants who want to see 
a Varsity Scout team in action. On Belay teaches 
that a young man is capable of planning and 
running a program which meets the aims and 
methods of Scouting. It teaches young men to 
aspire to higher values and rely upon a coach and 
his committee as a resource to accomplish the 
activities they have planned. 

The 2005 course 
is under the direction 
of Don Sims. It will run 
July 25-30 at the East 
Fork of the Bear Scout 
Reservation. 
Registration is $155 
per person, which 
includes the cost of 
food, T-shirt, cap, 
instruction supplies, 
handouts, project 
materials, and 
insurance. A $10 
discount applies when 
the fee is paid before July 11. An additional 10 
percent discount per person is available for teams 

when at least two leaders and six boys register 
together. For information, see the On Belay web 
page, http://www.gslc-bsa.org/varsity/onbelay 
/index.htm. Registration forms are also available 
at district roundtable meetings and at any Scout 
Shop, or downloaded from the web. 

 

On Belay staff visits offered 
On Belay course staff members are available 

to visit district roundtable meetings and unit 
meetings. To schedule a visit, contact Don Sims, 
course director. 

A promotional video tape touting the On 
Belay course is also available for check out. 
Circulating copies of the 10-minute long video are 
available at the Scout Service Center. Additional 
copies may also be obtained from On Belay staff 
members as well as district roundtable staff. 
 

VS Basic Training classes offered 
The Varsity Scout basic training class is 

designed for all adult and youth team leaders. 
Those who can benefit from the basic training 
include adult coaches, assistant coaches, 
program advisers, and committee members, and 
youth team captains, co-captains, and program 
managers. 

The Varsity Scout Guidebook (WW34827A) 
is the class textbook. Please bring your personal 
copy with you to the training. 

As we learn of planned training dates the 
information will be posted on the web site 
(http://www.gslc-bsa.org/varsity/training/). Check 
back often so that you can have that opportunity 
for the training that will help you become the 
greatest Varsity Scout leader ever. 
 
Dist. Location  Date Time 
1  729 West Shepard Lane 2/5 8:30 a.m. 

Farmington 
26  2180 E 9020 S 2/5 8:00 a.m. 
23  363 E Vine St., Murray 2/26 8:00 a.m. 
26  2126 E 10000 S 3/5 7:30 a.m. 
28  13366 S 1300 E, Draper 3/17 7:00 p.m. 
28  498 Hollow Creek Rd 3/17 7:00 p.m. 
3  2200 S 600 E, Bntfl 3/19 8:00 a.m. 
26  9119 S 1300 E 3/19 8:00 a.m. 
11  417 E. Benson Road 4/8 6:30 p.m. 

Stansbury Park 
13  4586 W 3960 S 4/9 8:00 a.m. 
22  TBA  4/9 8:00 a.m. 
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26  9636 S 1700 E 4/16 7:45 a.m. 
GSLC Big Event at EFB 6/17-18 TBA 
GSLC On Belay Conference 7/25-30 NA 
GSLC University of Scouting 12/3 8:30 a.m. 

District news roundup 
Several events for Varsity Scouts and leaders 

are planned by local districts throughout the Great 
Salt Lake Council over the next few months. 
Many of the following events are included in the 
published 2004-2005 council calendar, available 
at the service center and Scout Shops. District 
vice chairmen are encouraged to submit 
information about upcoming Varsity activities to 
the editor for inclusion in the Varsity Letter. 

A web site for each district in the Great Salt 
Lake Council is included in the district section of 
the council web site. The URL is 
http://www.gslc-bsa.org/districts/index.cfm. 
 
District 1 (Farmington Bay) 

Farmington Bay training is set for February 5 
at 8:30 a.m. at the Farmington North Stake 
Center, 729 W. Shepard Lane, near Knowlton 
Elementary school approximately one-half mile 
east of the Smith’s Food and Drug Store on 
Highway 89. 

The District Recognition Dinner is set for 
February 18. 
 
District 3 (Indian Springs) 

District 3 Basic Training will be Saturday, 
March 19, at 8:00 a.m. at the Bountiful East Stake 
Center, 2200 South 600 East, Bountiful, Utah. All 
untrained Scouters are invited. 
 
District 4 (City Creek ) 
     Shirley Yaranga is the new Varsity Scout 
roundtable commissioner in City Creek District. 

Clayton Yaranga of Varsity Scout Team 6063 
has earned the Varsity Letter and Denali Award. 
 
District 11 (Deseret Peak) 

For District 11, our next Basic Training will be 
on Friday, April 8, 6:30 p.m. at the Stansbury Park 
Stake Center, 417 E. Benson Road. Also, we 
have another recipient of the Denali Award this 
month, Adam Little from Team #7085. 
 
District 13 (Granger) 

The district committee welcomes Merrill 
Hutchinson as the new roundtable commissioner. 

A two-week merit badge pow wow is 
scheduled March 5 & 19. Classes will be held at 
the Granger South Stake Center, 4586 W 3960 S 

(Volta Avenue). The cost is $5.00 per Scout. 
Classes include both required and elective merit 
badges. Scouts can complete most requirements 
by attending both sessions. 

VS Fast-Start adult leader training is offered 
immediately before (6:20 p.m.) and after (8:10 
p.m.) each monthly roundtable. To make other 
arrangements, contact Glen Fairclough, district 
Varsity training coordinator, or check out the 
Varsity Fast Start video at the service center. 

Mark your calendars for the spring 
rendezvous scheduled April 22-23. 

The next scheduled date for basic training is 
April 9 at the Granger South LDS Stake Center, 
4586 West Volta Avenue (3960 South). 
Registration begins at 8:00 a.m. with instruction 
scheduled to start at 8:30 a.m. 

Because several members of the district 
Varsity committee moved last year, there are a 
number of vacancies. Anyone interested in 
serving on the district committee during the 
coming year should contact Tyler Terry, district 
executive, Steve Honsvick, district vice chairman, 
or another member of the committee. 

 Granger District serves the Granger, West 
Valley City, and Hunter areas. Stay abreast of 
district events, current news, and meetings via 
the district's web site. The URL is 
http://www.gslc-bsa.org/d13/. 
 
District 17 (White Buffalo) 

District 17 will have a new roundtable  
meeting location for all families of scouting  
starting in February. This meeting will continue to 
start at 7:00 p.m. at the new location: LDS 
Meetinghouse, 7350 South 1300 West, West 
Jordan. 
 
District 18 (Wasatch Peaks) 

Basic training is conducted monthly. 
 
District 22 (East Millcreek) 

New leader training is scheduled April 9. 
 
District 23 (Granite Trail) 

Themes for upcoming Varsity roundtable 
meetings: TBA  (February), bicycling (March), 
Varsity awards for adults (April), orienteering 
compass and global positioning system (May), 
and backpacking (June). 
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District training is scheduled February 26. 
The location will be announced later. 
District 26 (Silver Mesa) 

The annual Silver Mesa District Awards 
Dinner is scheduled Saturday, Feb. 26, at 6:30 
p.m. The dinner will be held at the Alta View Stake 
Center, 1850 East 8600 South. Tickets cost $6.50 
per person and are available from any zone 
commissioner or one of the district key 3 (Steve 
Olsen, district commissioner; Barry Hallsted, 
district executive; or Terry Carlson, district 
chairman). Dinner will be catered again this year 
by the Order of the Arrow. Come join us for an 
evening of great food, fun, and fellowship as we 
recognize our top volunteers. 

Basic training is offered monthly. 
Granite Zone, 2180 E. Meadow Lark Way 

(9020 South), will sponsor training on Saturday, 
Feb. 5, at 8:00 a.m. 

Granite South Zone, 2126 E. Gyrfalcon Drive 
(10000 South), will host training on Saturday, 
March 5, at 7:30 a.m. 

Canyon View Zone, 9119 South 1300 East, 
will sponsor training on Saturday, March 19, at 
8:00 a.m. 

Sandy East Zone, 9636 South 1700 East, will 
host training on Saturday, April 16, at 7:45 a.m. 
 
District 27 (Lone Peak ) 

Martin Abbinanti is the new Varsity vice 
chairman in Lone Peak District.  
 
District 28 (Eagle Peaks) 

Basic training is scheduled Thursday, March 
17, at 7:00 p.m. at the Corner Canyon Stake 
Center, 13366 South 1300 East in Draper and at 
the South Mountain Stake Center, 498 Hollow 
Creek Road in Draper. 

Other training dates for 2005 are May 19, 
September 19, and November 17. 
 
Council news 

Council roundtable report 
Personal growth was the topic reviewed at 

the January council roundtable. Dick Hill, service 
program adviser, led a discussion about the value 
of service projects, suggesting that service be 
incorporated into each outing. Although boys take 
part reluctantly, they usually recognize a feeling of 
accomplishment and often look back fondly on 
service. Mark Maxfield shared a story of how his 
Scouts recall an act of putting service into action 
by helping push a stalled car for an elderly woman 

despite being late for a meeting. Hill suggested 
various incentive programs, such as awarding 
beads to participants and compiling a service log 
to give to participants when they leave the 
program. Ideas from others included service coup 
feathers, secret service, and pass along service 
cards. Hill also encouraged participation in the 
annual Scouting-for-Food drive, March 26. Dave 
Kunz explained the newly implemented “Scouts 
Serve” program which highlights service. 

As Varsity Scouts plan their activities and 
progress toward their goals, they experience 
personal growth. The “Good Turn” concept is a 
major part of the personal growth method of 
Varsity Scouting. Boys grow as they participate in 
community service projects and do “Good Turns” 
for others. Probably no device is so successful in 
developing a basis for personal growth as the 
daily “Good Turn.” 

The religious emblems program also is a 
large part of the personal growth method. 

Frequent personal conferences with his 
Team Coach help each Varsity Scout to 
determine his growth toward Scouting’s aims. 

Favorite camping spots: Mill Hollow 
Reservoir (on the southern slope of the Uintas 
east of Kamas, Francis, and Woodland) and Nine 
Mile Canyon (east of Price and Wellington) were 
spotlighted. 

Flag ceremony: Bryan Slade (District 11) 
shared a flag ceremony which describes the 
symbolism associated with the 13 folds of the U.S. 
Flag. The ceremony is outlined at 
http://www.uscg.mil/hq/mcpocg/hht/mUSFlagcer
emony.htm. 

Denali challenge: Each district is challenged 
to have at least one Varsity Scout earn the Denali 
Award during the year. 

Council roundtable invitation: District 
committee members are invited to attend the 
monthly council Varsity roundtable on the third 
Wednesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. 
Roundtable is held at Murray High School, 5440 
South State. The meeting is held in the Spartan 
Express Room (no. 112) near the vending 
machines and the commons food court area on 
the first floor (http://www.gslc-bsa.org/training/ 
documents/map.pdf). Parking is available on the 
south side of the school and Scouters may enter 
the school from the south side. Members will 
receive training which they can then pass on to 
the coaches and other leaders at the district 
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roundtable the following month. 
District vice chairmen are reminded that 

members of the council committee are available 
to visit district roundtable meetings and help 
make presentations on any subject. 
Arrange-ments to bring a climbing wall can be 
made. 

The methods of Scouting will be reviewed 
during the coming year. Each month a different 
method will be featured. Dates and themes, as 
well as the event of the month, for upcoming 
council roundtables follow: 

Feb. 16, 2005: Uniform, Scout-O-Rama 
March 16, 2005: Advancement 
April 20, 2005: Outdoors 
May 18, 2005: Ideals (Scout Oath, Law, 

Motto, and Slogan), The Big Event, Operation On 
Target 

No roundtable meetings are scheduled in 
June and July. Planning for October 2005-May 
2006 will occur in August 2005. 
 

Maggie Newbold is named 

VS council commissioner 
By Maggie Newbold 

My name is Maggie Newbold and I have very 
recently been invited to join the council 
commissioner staff and be involved with 
commissioner training and the Varsity Scout 
program. 

My role in Varsity Scouting will be to work with 
Bry Davis and his committee as they continue to 
provide you with quality service. 

I have enjoyed Varsity Scouting since I was 
basic trained when my oldest son was 14 or 15. 
Then, for a year, I had the opportunity of being the 
advancement supervisor for my son in his unit. I 
was able to serve on the basic training staff for 2 
or 3 years. In 1992 I was asked to serve as district 
Varsity secretary in the Wasatch Peaks district. 
That is a position I held, and enjoyed, for about 2 
years. During that time I was able to earn my 
Varsity Letter and the bars that go along with it. I 
have enjoyed attending the Big Event. In 2003 my 
husband, Bob, and I were camp commissioners 
at Evergreen. Because of a work commitment we 
were not able to participate in 2004. I was district 
advancement chairman in the Wasatch Peaks 
District for about 3 years and, during that time, I 
was privileged to work with many Varsity Scout 
boys as they did their projects and earned their 

Eagle Scout rank. Because of my district position 
I have been able to attend Varsity Huddle for 
many years. I have made many wonderful friends 
and been spoiled with awesome Dutch oven 
cooking. I have laughed when trying to follow a 
compass course at Fort Buenaventura and tried 
my hand at throwing hawks and knives on several 
occasions. I confess to having tried (but not doing 
very well) at throwing the atl atl. Marshmallow 
guns are wonderful, if your opponents don’t put 
the marshmallows in their mouths first. 

Fourteen to sixteen is a wonderful age for a 
boy and I am so glad that there is a Scouting 
program full of leadership, learning, fun, and 
adventure for them. Thanks for letting me be a 
part of the fun and adventure, too. 
 

Register now for Big Event 
Early registration for the annual Varsity Scout 

Big Event is under way. The Big Event is 
scheduled June 15-18 at East Fork of the Bear. 

The $17 registration fee ($15 before May 1) 
covers all regular activities as well as the 
participation medal and a pin which can be 
earned. There is an additional $2 fee for those 
participating in shooting sports. A commissary 
plan which provides seven meals is available for 
$23. 

Information is available from the Big Event 
web site, http://www.gslc-bsa.org/varsity/bigeve 
nt/index.htm. Registration forms may be down- 
loaded from the council web site. 

 

Big Event info available 
Big Event staff members are available to visit 

district roundtable meetings and unit meetings. 
To schedule a visit, contact David Acker, Big 
Event chairman, at davidjacker@mstar.net. 

A promotional video tape touting the Big 
Event is also available for check out. Circulating 
copies of the 10-minute long video are available 
at the Scout Service Center. Additional copies 
may also be obtained from Big Event staff 
members as well as district roundtable staff. 
 

Wood Badge courses set 
Registration is under way for Wood Badge for 

the 21st Century--a single training program for 
Cub Scout, Boy Scout, Varsity Scout, 
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Venturing, council and district volunteer leaders 
and professionals. 

Four courses are scheduled at Camp Tracy 
during 2005, including one in Spanish. All of the 
2005 courses are weekend courses which be 
conducted on two consecutive weekends. Course 
directors include Martin Christensen (spring), 
Richard Aird (Spanish), Pam Youngs (summer), 
and Barry Phillips (fall). 

The spring course will be held April (14, 15, 
16, 21, 22, and 23), the summer course runs 
August 25, 26, & 27, and September 8, 9, & 10, 
and the fall course is scheduled October 13, 14, 
15, 27, 28, & 29. The Spanish-language course is 
set July 28, 29 & 30 and August 4, 5, & 6. 

Cost for the course is $190.00. For more 
information call 582-3663 and ask for the Camp 
Desk, send e-mail to woodbadge@gslc-bsa.org, 
or visit the web site: http://www.gslc-bsa.org/ 
woodbadge. Registration forms are available at 
district roundtable meetings, at any Scout Shop, 
or downloaded from the council web site. 
 

NRA firearms certification 

class offered Feb. 25 
All target shooting activities involving Scouts 

must be under the supervision of a certified BSA 
or National Rifle Association firearms instructor. 
NRA certification classes open to all BSA leaders 
age 21 and older will be offered at the Camp 
Tracy Nature Lodge and rifle range on Friday, 
February 25. The six-hour class runs from 5:00 
p.m. to 11:00 p.m. 

Basic NRA Instructor Disciplines: Shotgun, 
Pistol & Muzzle Loading Rifle or Shotgun Basic 
Instructor - $15.00 Charge. NRA Certification 
fees are included in the course costs. NRA 
Membership is available for $25.00 instead of 
regular $35.00 Basic Instructor is required before 
any other courses can be taken unless it has 
been completed within the last twelve months. 
The Basic Instructor must be followed by a least 
one NRA Firearms Instructor Course. Application 
and Deposits of $45 are required prior to 
February 25, 2005, for the other instructor course. 

For additional information, contact Rodney 
Clawson at rodneyclawson@comcast.net, or 
inquire at the council service center camp desk, 
525 Foothill Blvd, Salt Lake City, 84113, 
801-582-3663. 

Commissioner training set 

This year's College of Commissioner Science 
is scheduled Saturday, March 5, at University of 
Utah married student meetinghouse east of the 
LDS Institute of Religion (near the BSA Service 
Center). The college offers training for Unit, 
District, and Assistant Commissioners. 

Four degree courses s are available: Basic,  
Bachelor, Master, and Doctoral.  For more 
information, visit http://www.gslc-bsa.org/trainin 
g/commissioner.cfm. 
 

Jazz offer discount tickets 
The Boy Scouts of America and the Utah 

Jazz are offering group discount tickets to the 
Jazz vs. Atlanta Hawks NBA game scheduled 
Tuesday, March 2, are available. 

The discount ticket price is $18.00. Each 
Scout will also receive a special edition BSA/Utah 
Jazz patch. Tickets may be reserved by calling 
Richard Muirbrook at 801-325-7219. All tickets for 
this program are subject to availability and space 
is limited, so please respond as soon as possible. 
Orders must be completed no later than March 1. 

For additional information, call Richard 
Muirbrook at  801-325-7219, or e-mail 
rmuirbrook@utahjazz.com. 
 

Uinta High Adventure Base 

designed for older scouts 
Uinta High Adventure Base at East Fork of 

the Bear (http://camps.gslc-bsa.org/uhab/) invites 
you to take the next step in your Scouting 
experience. We feature unique activities for older 
Scouts, Varsity Scouts, and Venturers. 
 

2005 Varsity calendar 
Biathlon, Fort Buenaventura, Saturday, February 5 
Scouting for Food Drive, Saturday, March 26 
Scout-O-Rama, Saturday, May 7 
Big Event, East Fork of the Bear, Thursday-Saturday, 
June 16-18 
Operation On-Target, Saturday, July 16 
On Belay youth and adult leader training, East Fork 
of the Bear Scout Reservation, July 25-30 
Turkey Shoot, Saturday, October 15 
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