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Register now for Big Event

Early registration for the annual Varsity Scout
Big Event is under way. The Big Event is
scheduled June 17-19 at East Fork of the Bear.

The $16 registration fee covers all regular
activities as well as the participation medal and a
pin which can be earned. There is an additional
$2 fee for those participating in shooting sports.
A commissary plan which provides seven meals
is available for $21.

Information is available from the Big Event
web site, http://www.gslc-bsa.org/varsity/bigeve
nt/index.htm. Registration forms may be
downloaded from the council web site.

Big Event info available

Big Event staff members are available to visit
district roundtable meetings and unit meetings.
To schedule a visit, contact Wendell Wild, Big
Event chairman, at
wwild@ci.west-bountiful.ut.us.

A promotional video tape touting the Big
Event is also available for check out. Circulating
copies of the 10-minute long video are available
at the Scout Service Center. Additional copies
may also be obtained from Big Event staff
members as well as district roundtable staff.

Youth staff sought

Additional youth are needed to serve as staff
members for this year’s On Belay leadership
course and Varsity Big Event.

On Belay staff applicants should have
completed a Junior Leader Training course (On
Belay, Silver Moccasin, or Coup Trail). Those
interested should contact Hal Myers, course
director, at Hal.Myers@fairchildsemi.com.

Big Event staff applicants should contact
Wendell Wild, Big Event chairman, at
wwild@ci.west-bountiful.ut.us.

On Belay leader course set

Registrations are now being accepted for
both youth and adult participants who want to
see a Varsity Scout team in action. The On
Belay Varsity Leadership Conference teaches
that a young man is capable of planning and
running a program which meets the aims and
methods of Scouting. It teaches young men to
aspire to higher values and rely upon a coach
and his committee as a resource to accomplish
the activities they have planned.

The course will run July 26-31, 2004, at the
East Fork of the Bear Scout Reservation.
Registration is $155 per person, which includes
the cost of project materials, instruction supplies,
handouts, food, cap, T-shirt, and insurance. A
$10 discount applies when the fee is paid before
July 14. An additional 10 percent discount per
person is available for teams when at least two
leaders and six boys register together. For
information, see the On Belay web page,
http://www.gslc-bsa.org/varsity/onbelay
/index.htm. Registration forms are also available
at district roundtable meetings, at any Scout
Shop, or downloaded from the web site.

On Belay staff visits offered

On Belay course staff members are available
to visit district roundtable meetings and unit
meetings. To schedule a visit, contact Hal
Myers, course director, at
Hal.Myers@fairchildsemi.com.

A promotional video tape touting the On
Belay course is also available for check out.
Circulating copies of the 10-minute long video
are available at the Scout Service Center.
Additional copies may also be obtained from On
Belay staff members as well as district
roundtable staff.
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Basic Training classes offered

The Varsity Scout basic training class is
designed for all adult and youth team leaders.
Those who can benefit from the basic training
include adult coaches, assistant coaches,
program advisers, and committee members, and
youth team captains, co-captains, and program
managers.

The Varsity Scout Guidebook (WW34827A)
is the class textbook. Please bring your personal
copy with you to the training.

As we learn of planned training dates the
information will be posted on the web site
(http://www.gslc-bsa.org/varsity/training/). Check
back often so that you can have that opportunity
for the training that will help you become the
greatest Varsity Scout leader ever.

Dist. Location Date Time

4 951 E100 S 5/15 8:00 a.m.
28 13085 S 300 E, Draper 5/20 6:30 p.m.
GSLC Big Event 6/17-19 TBA
GSLC On Belay 7/26-31 TBA

GSLC University of Scouting 12/4 8:30 a.m.

District news roundup

Several events for Varsity Scouts and
leaders are planned by local districts throughout
the Great Salt Lake Council over the next few
months. Many of the following events are
included in the published 2003-2004 council
calendar, available at the service center and
Scout Shops. District vice chairmen are
encouraged to submit information about
upcoming Varsity activities to the editor for
inclusion in the Varsity Letter.

A web site for each district in the Great Salt
Lake Council is included in the district section of
the council web site. The URL is http://www.gslc-
bsa.org/districts/index.cfm.

District 4 (City Creek)

The next scheduled basic training will be held
Saturday, May 15, at 8:00 a.m. Salt Lake Central
Zone will host the training at the LDS
meetinghouse at 951 East 100 South.

Varsity Scout Fast-Start training is offered to
new Varsity Scout leaders following roundtable
each month. For information, contact Jim Wood.

District 10 (Westview)
Varsity Scout Fast-Start training, a 30-minute
introduction to the basics of Scouting, is offered

prior to the monthly roundtable at 6:30 p.m.
(except in August and December). For additional
information, contact Mike Lingwall at 250-0880.

District 11 (Deseret Peak)

Basic Training will be held concurrently with
district roundtables at Tooele Junior High
School. They are held on the first Thursday of
each month at 7:30 p.m.

Contact Bryan Slade for more information.

District 12 (Olde English Fort)

The full district training schedule is posted on
the web site at http://www.gslc-bsa.org/d12/t
raining/index.htm.

Contact Joel Nance for information about
district events.

District 13 (Granger)

Team coaches are encouraged to invite the
youth team captains to attend district roundtable
each month. The May 6 roundtable will be
devoted to mountain man games (tomahawk
and knife throwing, throwing spears through a
rolling hoop, a kaber toss, and possibly others).
A Dutch oven potluck dinner is planned for the
June 3 roundtable. Participants should bring their
favorite Dutch oven dish. Dishes may be cooked
at home or at the church meetinghouse but
should be ready to eat at 7:00 p.m.

Because several members of the district
Varsity committee moved last year, there are a
number of vacancies. Anyone interested in
serving on the district committee during the
coming year should contact Steve Honsvick,
district vice chairman, or another member of the
committee.

Zone Commissioners can arrange basic
training in their zones through Dale Walker,
district 13 training coordinator.

VS Fast-Start adult leader training is offered
30 minutes prior to the monthly roundtable. To
make other arrangements, contact Glen
Fairclough, district Varsity training coordinator, or
check out the Varsity Fast Start video at the
service center.

Teams should also begin looking forward to
participation in the Big Event at East Fork of the
Bear in June.

Teams are encouraged to register for the
week-long On Belay leadership training at East
Fork of the Bear, July 26-31.

Coaches will also want to take advantage of
one of the Wood Badge courses offered in 2004.
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Scholarships may be available through your
zone or the Wood Badge Association.

Stay abreast of district events, current news,
and meetings via the district's web site. The URL
is http://www.gslc-bsa.org/d13/.

District 14 (Pony Express)

The district training schedule is posted on the
web site at http://www.gslc-bsa.org/d14/train
ing.htm.

For information, contact Ole B. Jensen.

District 15 (Golden Eagle)
Contact Jim Crane (cranejh@juno.com) for
information about district events and training.

District 17 (White Buffalo)

Roundtable: Exciting things are happening
to increase our support for the Varsity and
Venture programs. Full details will be provided at
the Roundtable, so please be there to learn
about:

Indoor and Outdoor Rock Climbing

Shooting and Climbing at Spring Camporee

Big Event in June

On Belay leadership training for youth and adult
leaders

Special Discount at Teton High Adventure Base

As you can see, there are plenty of reasons
to attend Roundtable.

The district is collecting unused cellular
phones. Please bring any unused cell phones
with you to roundtable.

District activities: A combined
Varsity/Venture backpacking trip is set May 14-
15.

Rock climbing day is slated May 22.

District leaders have just arranged for a
fantastic opportunity for boys 13 and up to attend
the Teton High Adventure base at a discount.
Let's have our whole district attend during the
same week and have lots of fun together at one
of the finest high adventure BSA bases in
America. Join us either August 12-14 or August
19-21 and save $45 off the normal price of $195;
all meals included. Register now to hold your
spot by calling Don Bean (camp director) at the
Scout office at 582-3663. Tell him you are from
District 17.

Training dates: Our district is currently
organizing training dates. Each zone has been
asked to host one training per year. They are in
the process of selecting those dates. When
dates are selected they will be announced.

For additional information about district
activities, contact Hal Myers (Hal.Myers@fairchi
Idsemi.com) or David Bresnahan (David@Bresn
ahan.org).

District 18 (Wasatch Peaks)
Contact Glen Jones (glen.jones@twcompan
y.com) for information about district events.

District 21 (Granite Trails)

Topics for upcoming roundtable meetings
include: cooking (May 6). For additional
information, contact Bryant Furness.

District 22 (East Millcreek)

Topics for upcoming district roundtable
meetings have been announced.

May 6: TBA

June 3: Games with a purpose, other topics
TBA

Challenge: For years, most of our Venture
Crews have been paper-only units. While there
are some exceptions, the District Key 3 throws
our gauntlet down and issues the following
challenge: By December 31st, 2004, each zone
is challenged to form one (1) functioning Varsity
and Venture group. There may be only a few
boys for a while but every interested boy
deserves a program. We have accepted a
Scouting leadership position and it's time to step
up to the proverbial plate and LEAD. We will
provide all training and information needed. The
primary question is, why register a Varsity and
Venture unit in name only? If we want to truly
fulfill our duty and obligation, shouldn't we step
out of our traditional processes to meet the
needs and interests of today's older youth?

For additional information, contact Doug
Flegal (doc.flegal@juno.com) or Doug
Mortenson.

District 25 (Cottonwood)

The district training schedule is posted on the
web site at http://www.gslc-bsa.org/d25/d25
Training.htm.

Contact Bart Daniels for information about
district events.

District 26 (Silver Mesa)

Hikimai Johnson from Team 6757
(sponsored by the Sagecrest Ward) has
received his Denali Award.

Billie Atchley is the new Advacement
Program Advisor in Silver Mesa District.
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The full district training schedule is posted on
the web site at http://www.gslc-
bsa.org/d26/basic_tr aining.html.

Contact Dave Acker for information about
district events.

District 28 (Eagle Peaks)

The full district training schedule is posted on
the web site at http://www.gslc-bsa.org/d28/tr
aining.htm.

Contact Carlos Madsen for information about
district events.

Council news
Council roundtable report

Operation On-Target was the focus of the
April 21 roundtable. District leaders were shown
how to make signaling mirrors so that they can
instruct coaches at district roundtable. Operation
On Target is scheduled Saturday, July 17. For
information, see the web site,
http://www.ontargetbsa.org/index.htm.

District leaders were also encouraged to
obtain tomahawks and knives and other
rendezvous-related equipment for use within the
district.

Favorite campsite: Curt Wilbur, Stone Creek
District, shared information about Pinto Lake in
the Granddaddy Basin in the western half of the
High Uintas Wilderness Area.

The Uintas hold the distinction of being the
only east-west running mountain range in the
continental west. In 1984 Congress set aside
460,000 acres that surround the majestic King’s
Peak summit as a wilderness area. Situated east
of Kamas, Utah, elevation ranges from 8,000 to
13,000 feet above sea level.

Maps of the area are available at the Utah
Department of Natural Resources Map
Bookstore, http://mapstore.utah.gov/forestmp.ht
m. In addition to being an official outlet for U.S.
Geological Survey publications and maps, the
bookstore also carries a variety of maps and
books for recreational activities in Utah including
hiking, biking, ski touring, off-road vehicle,
snowmobile, and fishing. The bookstore is
located at 1594 West North Temple in Salt Lake
City, Utah.

Coach’s Corner: Billie Atchley, Silver Mesa
District, described the Varsity Scout program as
his favorite. He said the challenge for district

committee members is to teach unit coaches
what the program is and persuade them to allow
the boys to run it. He noted the satisfaction that
he feels in seeing past participants in the
council’s Varsity Scout junior leader training
program serving today as Scoutmasters in their
home units. Atchley mentioned comments from
people in other parts of the country about the
concentration of orange (the Varsity color) in the
Rocky Mountain area, particularly in Utah and
Idaho. He admonished coaches to earn the
Varsity Letter award and explained that working
side by side with the boys facilitates teaching.

Cracker Barrel: The following recipes served
at the council roundtable are provided courtesy
of David Acker, Silver Mesa District.

Chicken Tenders:

1 package chicken tenders

1 large can cream of chicken soup

1 large can cream of mushroom soup

1 large can cream of celery soup

1 6 oz. bottle barbecue sauce (your choice)

Thaw chicken first and cut in half. Brown
chicken in butter then add all ingredients to
Dutch Oven and cook slow for 1 to 1 %2 hour/s.

Barbecue Beans:

1 Ib. ground beef

1 120z. jar chili sauce

Ya Ib. diced bacon

% cup brown sugar

1 diced onion

%4 cup catsup

1 diced green pepper

2 cup spicy (Dijon) mustard

Ya Ib. cubed pre-cooked ham
2 310z. cans pork and beans

Preheat oven over 14-16 briquettes or
propane stove. Brown ground beef and bacon.
Add and cook until clear the onion and green
pepper. Mix in ham, chili sauce, brown sugar,
catsup and mustard. Continue cooking 10-15
minutes. Drain and add the pork and beans.
Reduce heat (12 briquettes) and simmer 45-60
minutes.
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Peach Cobbler:

1 large can peaches drained

1 large box cook vanilla pudding
1 box yellow cake mix

1 large tub Cool Whip

Line 12” Dutch Oven with foil. Mix vanilla
pudding with only 1 %2 cup milk (not 3 cups as
indicated on package). Mix the yellow cake mix
with only 7z the water suggested. Put peaches in
the bottom of the Dutch Oven and add the mixed
vanilla pudding then add the mixed yellow cake.
Cook for about 40 minutes with 10 coals on the
bottom and 20 coals on top.

Varsity Scout Program Feature Reports:

Advancement: Leaders should provide
information about the Denali award to teams
throughout council. Requirements for the award
are listed on the council web site at
http://www.gslc-bsa.org/varsity/Advancement/ind
ex.htm. In addition, scorecards are available in
the Varsity Scout Guidebook (page A-19) and at
Scout Shops.

The Varsity committee would like to compile a
list of all Varsity Scouts in the council who have
received the Denali Award since it was
introduced. Past recipients should contact Craig
Edwards, council Varsity Scout adviser, by
calling 582-3663 or by completing the e-mail
form at http://www.gslc-bsa.org/contact/form.cf
m?recordID=222.

Special Programs and Events: Varsity
Scout teams can begin preparations for next
month's Big Event by acquiring equipment and
practicing together for various events. The Big
Event is considered a camporee, not a long-term
camp (for Quality Unit Award consideration).
Wendell Wild is the committee chairman.

In years past, the date of the Turkey Shoot
has fallen on the second Saturday of the deer
hunt. Due to the opening day of the deer hunt
starting one weekend later this year, the Turkey
Shoot for 2004 is being moved to the Saturday
before opening day instead of the originally
scheduled day. The new date is Saturday,
October 16, 2004.

High Adventure and Sports: Leaders are
reminded of the importance of being aware of
severe weather conditions. The Wasatch Cache
National Forest Service web page
(http://www.fs.fed.us/r4/wcnf/conditions/)

provides current information about weather, road
conditions, and ongoing fires and emergencies.
Weather information includes links to the
National Weather Service (http://we
ather.noaa.gov/weather/current/KSLC.html).

Training: District trainers may purchase
copies of the basic training syllabus and CD at
the service center or Scout Shops.

One Wood Badge course remains on the
2004 calendar. Andy Wilde is director for the
summer week-long course. On Belay, the
council’'s week-long Junior Leader Training
Conference, is scheduled at the East Fork of the
Bear Scout Reservation, July 26-31. This
leadership course designed to provide team
training for both adult and youth leaders. Hal
Myers is the course director.

Roundtable calendar set

District committee members are invited to
attend the monthly council Varsity roundtable on
the third Wednesday of each month at 7:30 p.m.
Roundtable is held at Murray High School, 5440
South State. The meeting is held in the Little
Theater (room 105) on the first floor
(http://www.gslc-bsa.org/training/documents/map
.pdf). Parking is available on the south side of
the school and Scouters may enter the school
from the south side. Members will receive
training which they can then pass on to the
coaches and other leaders at the district
roundtable the following month.

Dates and themes for upcoming council
roundtables follow:

May 19, 2004: Safe Scouting

No roundtable meetings are scheduled in
June and July. Planning for October 2004-May
2005 will occur in August 2004.

Wood Badge course slated

Registration is under way for Wood Badge for
the 21st Century--a single training program for
Cub Scout, Boy Scout, Varsity Scout, Venturing,
council and district volunteer leaders and
professionals.

The summer week-long course at the Travis
Training Center at the East Fork of the Bear Boy
Scout Camp runs August 9-14.

Cost for the course is $190.00. For more
information call 582-3663 and ask for the Camp
Desk, send e-mail to woodbadge@gslc-bsa.org,
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or visit the web site: http://www.gslc-bsa.org/
woodbadge. Registration forms are available at
district roundtable meetings, at any Scout Shop,
or downloaded from the council web site.

Jamboral 2004 planned

All Scout troops in the Great Salt Lake
Council are invited to a council jamboree
overnight encampment to be held Friday and
Saturday, September 17-18, 2004, at the Salt
Lake County Equestrian Park and Events Center
in South Jordan.

“Celebrate Our Founding Fathers” is the
theme for Jamboral 2004. The event will give
Scouts the opportunity to experience a
“jamboree-style” encampment.

Jamboral leader’s guide available at the
council service center and Scout Shops.

Registration under way. The cost is $15 per
person (Scout or leader) if made by September
3, 2004. After September 3, the cost increases
to $20 per person. Registration includes a full
embroidered hat, Jamboral patch, and 22 district
trading pins. Registration forms may be
downloaded from the Jamboral web site
http://www.gslc-bsa.org/events/jamboral.cfm.
Online registration and payment are available.

Scouts to attend Jamboree

The Great Salt Lake Council is excited to
have the opportunity to provide a "once in a life
time" experience for some 800 Scouts and
leaders as they participate in the 2005 National
Scout Jamboree, July 25-August 3 at Fort A.P.
Hill, near Bowling Green in Caroline County,
Virginia. We will be with approximately 35,000
other scouts and leaders from all 50 states,
territories, and foreign countries as we partake of
fun and adventure. Information about joining the
council contingent is available at
http://www.gslc-bsa.org/jamboree/index.cfm.

2004 Varsity Scout calendar
Big Event, East Fork of the Bear, Thursday-
Saturday, June 17-19

Operation On-Target, Saturday, July 17

On Belay youth and adult leader training, East
Fork of the Bear Scout Reservation, July 26-31
Jamboral 2004, Friday & Saturday, September 17-18
Turkey Shoot, Saturday, October 16

47th Jamboree on the Air, October 16-17

The Varsity Letter

Submissions are welcome. E-mail your
suggestions the editor at vinfo@gslc-bsa.org.
The copy deadline is the third Wednesday of
each month.

If you would like to receive the Varsity Letter
electronically via e-mail, please send your e-mail
address to vinfo@gslc-bsa.org.

Previous issues of the Varsity Letter are
available online via the Great Salt Lake Council
Varsity Scout World Wide Web site at http://ww
w.gslc-bsa.org/varsity/vletter/index.htm.
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