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Urban Meyer, head football coach of the
defending Mountain West Conference and 2003
Liberty Bowl champion University of Utah Utes,
is the guest speaker and honoree for the Great
Salt Lake Council’'s annual Eagle Scout
recognition dinner. The event is scheduled on
Thursday, April 29, 2004, at 6:30 p.m. at the
Rice Eccles Stadium on the University of Utah
campus.

Everyone who has earned the rank of Eagle
is invited. Any Eagle Scouts whose Board of
Review occurred in 2003 will be admitted at no
cost. The admission charge for all others is $10.

Advance reservations are necessary. For
information or reservations call the council
advancement office at 582-3663.

Units should plan to have a booth or exhibit at
the show on May 1 so they can demonstrate
skills and activities that they have learned. Units
should start planning now! Ideas, safety
guidelines, and recognitions for the booths can
be found in the Scout-O-Rama Leader's Guide.

Booth applications may be brought to a
monthly roundtable. Simply decide what you're
going to do in your booth, if you want an indoor
or outdoor booth, the space needed, electrical
needs, etc., fill out the application and join us for
great fun. There are special collector's patches
for having a booth and participating at the
Scout-O-Rama show. When planning your booth
or exhibit, encourage audience participation and
Scout involvement--make it fun!

Plan to participate in the Great Salt Lake
Council's biggest community activity. With all of
the hands-on and interactive exhibits, everyone
can get excited about the value of the Scouting
program. It's fun for any age to be involved. We

invite all Tiger Cubs, Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts,
Varsity Scouts, and Venturers plus all leaders
and family member to come and be involved.

This event is for all of you!

Ticket sales are under way for the annual
Scout-O-Rama, which is scheduled Saturday,
May 1, at the Utah State Fairpark. Tickets admit
one family and sell for only $5.00.

Scout-O-Rama is an approved fund raiser for
the unit sponsoring organizations of the Great
Salt Lake Council. Every ticket sold receives a
15 percent commission. Units with a SOR booth
receive a 30 percent commission. The money
may be used for awards, equipment, supples,
camp fees, or whatever the unit needs.
Commissions will be paid by check after all
money and unsold tickets are turned in at the
Scout Service Center or at Scout-O-Rama.

Varsity Scouts were among an estimated
12,663 Scouts working with 4,623 adult
volunteers who made the Great Salt Lake
Council's 2004 Scouting for Food drive one of
the most successful in the drive's 18-year
history.

According to Paul M. Tikalsky Jr., director of
finance and marketing for the Great Salt Lake
Council, 858,594 non-perishable food items
were collected from neighborhoods and donated
to local food banks during the one-day drive.

"It's the single biggest good turn that Scouts
do all year," said Tikalsky.

Increased publicity was credited with boosting
public awareness. Tikalsky complimented the
efforts of the Deseret Morning News, Yellow
Transportation, Inc., the Utah National Guard,
and Associated Foods for contributing to the
success of this year's drive. Mark Shurtleff, Utah
Attorney General, served as chairman of the
Utah drive. Governor Olene S. Walker signed a
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proclamation for the event.

Scouts from the Utah National Parks Council
in southern Utah and the Trapper Trails Council
in northern Utah also participated in the
statewide effort.

By Bry Davis

Here it comes! Outdoors, Camping, High
Adventure--summer is just around the corner.
After a long winter how great it will be to get out
into the ‘real world’ where Varsity Scouts long to
be. A lot of planning has been taking place for
some fun summer activities this year. Here is a
very important point we don’t want to forget.

As an American, | will do my best to---
Be clean in my outdoor manners,
Be careful with fire,

Be considerate in the outdoors, and
Be conservation-minded.

Our Team Captains should know what this
code means and teach it to their fellow team
members. Team coaches and committees
should not only make sure all activities follow the
Safe-Haven rules but help develop the character
to follow this code this summer and throughout
their lives.

nw #

The Varsity Scout basic training class is
designed for all adult and youth team leaders.
Those who can benefit from the basic training
include adult coaches, assistant coaches,
program advisers, and committee members, and
youth team captains, co-captains, and program
managers.

The Varsity Scout Guidebook (WW34827A)
is the class textbook. Please bring your personal
copy with you to the training.

As we learn of planned training dates the
information will be posted on the web site
(http://www.gslc-bsa.org/varsity/training/). Check
back often so that you can have that opportunity
for the training that will help you become the
greatest Varsity Scout leader ever.

Dist. Location Date Time

13 3276 S Hillsdale Dr 4/10 8:00 a.m.
22 2245 E 3900 S 4/15 6:15 p.m.
26 9636 S 1700 E 4/17 7:45 a.m.
4 951 E100 S 5/15 8:00 a.m.
28 13085 S 300 E, Draper 5/20 6:30 p.m.
GSLC Big Event 6/17-19 TBA
GSLC On Belay 7/26-31 TBA

GSLC University of Scouting 12/4 8:30 a.m.

$

Three districts plan spring mountain man
rendezvous events during April.

A spring rendezvous organized jointly by the
Deseret Peak (11) and Granger (13) districts is
scheduled April 23-24 at Big Hollow along Utah
199 between Rush Valley and Dugway in Tooele
County.

Planned activities and events include black
powder rifle shooting, tomahawk and knife
throwing, primitive fire building (embers award),
lance throwing, atlatl range, kaber toss, log
sawing, wood carving, a camp fire program, and
a Dutch oven cooking contest. The first-place
winner will receive a camp stove and the runner-
up team will take home a Dutch oven. Camp
Chef, which donated prizes for the cooking
contest, will make a cooking presentation
Saturday.

Both Varsity teams and Venture crews are
welcome. Registration is $6 per person and
includes a participation pin, full breakfast, and
insurance.

Teams planning to attend are asked to let
organizers know how many people will attend.
Adult volunteers are needed to help cook
breakfast and supervise the events. Additional
information is available by contacting the district
vice chairman in district 11 (Bryan Slade) or
district 13 (Steve Honsvick,
honzieclaus@yahoo.com, 966-6570).

Golden Eagle District (15) plans a Varsity
Scout rendezvous April 23-24 in conjunction with
the district spring camporee at the Clover
Springs Campground, between Clover and
Dugway, southwest of Tooele. Black powder
rifle shooting, atlatl, tomahawk & knife throwing
are some of the events. Dutch oven cooking will
give an opportunity to show this skill. Cost is
$4.00. Anyone interested in joining is welcome.
Call Jim Crane at 569-2180 for details.
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Several events for Varsity Scouts and
leaders are planned by local districts throughout
the Great Salt Lake Council over the next few
months. Many of the following events are
included in the published 2003-2004 council
calendar, available at the service center and
Scout Shops. District vice chairmen are
encouraged to submit information about
upcoming Varsity activities to the editor for
inclusion in the Varsity Letter.

A web site for each district in the Great Salt
Lake Council is included in the district section of
the council web site. The URL is http://www.gslc-
bsa.org/districts/index.cfm.
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The next scheduled basic training will be
held Saturday, May 15, at 8:00 a.m. Salt Lake
Central Zone will host the training at the LDS
meetinghouse at 951 East 100 South.

Varsity Scout Fast-Start training is offered to
new Varsity Scout leaders following roundtable
each month. For information, contact Jim Wood.

% + ', &*

Varsity Scout Fast-Start training, a 30-
minute introduction to the basics of Scouting, is
offered prior to the monthly roundtable at 6:30
p.m. (except in August and December). For
additional information, contact Mike Lingwall at
250-0880.
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Basic Training will be held concurrently with
district roundtables at Tooele Junior High
School. They are held on the first Thursday of
each month at 7:30 p.m.

A spring mountain man rendezvous
organized jointly by the Deseret Peak and
Granger (13) districts is scheduled April 23-24 at
Big Hollow along Utah 199 between Rush Valley
and Dugway in Tooele County.

Contact Bryan Slade for more information.
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Joel Nance is the new Varsity Scout Vice
Chairman in District 12.

The full district training schedule is posted
on the web site at http://www.gslc-bsa.org/d12/t
raining/index.htm.

Contact Joel Nance for information about
district events.
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Team coaches are encouraged to invite the
youth team captains to attend district roundtable
each month. A portion of the April 1 roundtable
will be devoted to completing leather craft
projects donated by Beck Leather. The
completed projects will be awarded as prizes at
the spring mountain man rendezvous.

Mark Smith, is the new personal
development program adviser. Because several
members of the district Varsity committee moved
last year, there are a number of vacancies.
Anyone interested in serving on the district
committee during the coming year should
contact Steve Honsvick, district vice chairman,
or another member of the committee.

The next scheduled basic training will be
held Saturday, April 10, at 8:00 a.m. Granger
East Zone will host the training at the LDS
meetinghouse at 3276 South Hillsdale Drive
(2760 West). Additional details are available at
http://www.gslc-bsa.org/d13/training_action.cfm?
dtrainlD=23.

Zone Commissioners can arrange basic
training in their zones through Dale Walker,
district 13 training coordinator.

VS Fast-Start adult leader training is offered
30 minutes prior to the monthly roundtable. To
make other arrangements, contact Glen
Fairclough, district Varsity training coordinator, or
check out the Varsity Fast Start video at the
service center.

Teams should also begin looking forward to
participation in the Big Event at East Fork of the
Bear in June.

Teams are encouraged to register for the
week-long On Belay leadership training at East
Fork of the Bear, July 26-31.

Coaches will also want to take advantage of
one of the Wood Badge courses offered in 2004.
Scholarships may be available through your
zone or the Wood Badge Association.

Stay abreast of district events, current news,
and meetings via the district's web site. The URL
is http://www.gslc-bsa.org/d13/.

% + (o *

The district training schedule is posted on
the web site at http://www.gslc-bsa.org/d14/train
ing.htm.

For information, contact Ole B. Jensen.

% +1/ *
A Varsity Scout rendezvous is planned in
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conjunction with the district spring camporee in
April at the Clover Springs Campground
southwest of Tooele.

Contact Jim Crane (cranejh@juno.com) for
additional information.
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3 Exciting things are happening
to increase our support for the Varsity and
Venture programs. Full details will be provided at
the Roundtable, so please be there to learn
about:

Indoor and Outdoor Rock Climbing

Shooting and Climbing at Spring Camporee

Big Event in June

On Belay leadership training for youth and adult
leaders

Special Discount at Teton High Adventure Base

As you can see, there are plenty of reasons
to attend Roundtable.

The district is collecting unused cellular
phones. Please bring any unused cell phones
with you to roundtable.

% 3 A combined
Varsity/Venture backpacking trip is set May 14-
15.

Rock climbing day is slated May 22.

District leaders have just arranged for a
fantastic opportunity for boys 13 and up to attend
the Teton High Adventure base at a discount.
Let's have our whole district attend during the
same week and have lots of fun together at one
of the finest high adventure BSA bases in
America. Join us either August 12-14 or August
19-21 and save $45 off the normal price of $195;
all meals included. Register now to hold your
spot by calling Don Bean (camp director) at the
Scout office at 582-3663. Tell him you are from
District 17.

# 3 Our district is currently
organizing training dates. Each zone has been
asked to host one training per year. They are in
the process of selecting those dates. When
dates are selected they will be announced.

For additional information about district
activities, contact Hal Myers (Hal.Myers@fairchi
I[dsemi.com) or David Bresnahan (David@Bresn
ahan.org).

% +4°, ) *
Contact Glen Jones (glen.jones@twcompan
y.com) for information about district events.

% +'/ # *

Topics for upcoming roundtable meetings
include: climbing (April 1), and cooking (May 6).
For additional information, contact Bryant
Furness.

% ' )*
Topics for upcoming district roundtable
meetings have been announced.
+: Primitive Fire Building, Religious
Awards, Coordination, Uniforms, and Boards of
Review

(5:TBA
6 .. Games with a purpose, other topics
TBA
# : Due to Spring Break and the

Easter weekend, Adult Leader Basic Training will
be held on Thursday, April 15, instead of April 8
as previously announced. Salt Lake Valley View
Zone will host the training at the LDS
meetinghouse located at 2245 East 3900 South.
New Leader Essentials for all levels will begin at
6:15 p.m. and will be followed by Leader Specific
Training. Please note, the Boy Scout section on
the council level has returned to the full Basic
Training program and will now consist of the
national 9-hour curriculum. The second part will
be offered on the schedule described below in
the Boy Scout section.

We are looking for a group to sponsor the
snack table if your unit or zone would like to
volunteer.

: For years, most of our Venture
Crews have been paper-only units. While there
are some exceptions, the District Key 3 throws
our gauntlet down and issues the following
challenge: By December 31st, 2004, each zone
is challenged to form one (1) functioning Varsity
and Venture group. There may only be a few
boys for a while but every interested boy
deserves a program. We have accepted a
Scouting leadership position and it's time to step
up to the proverbial plate and LEAD. We will
provide all training and information needed. The
primary question is, why register a Varsity and
Venture unit in name only? If we want to truly
fulfill our duty and obligation, shouldn't we step
out of our traditional processes to meet the
needs and interests of today's older youth?

For additional information, contact Doug
Flegal (doc.flegal@juno.com) or Doug
Mortenson.
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headquarters staff.

The Jamboree site, Fort A.P. Hill, is usually
the 7th largest city in the state of Virginia during
the Jamboree and requires all the same services
and jobs as any other city. Adults and youth ages
16 or older can attend for a fraction of the cost
charged by the council.

Youth Staff pay $295 plus transportation &
spending money. Adults pay $595, plus
transportation. Payment plan information is
available at http://www.scouting.org/jamboree/
pdf/67-106.pdf and there is still plenty of time for
kids to pay their own way if they choose.

Shuttles are available to transport all staff
from numerous major transportation ports to the
Jamboree site. Staff members will never be
without supervision upon their arrival and rarely
on airflights due to the thousands of staff
members arriving within days of each other prior
to the event. Staff members generally arrive
about two days before the event, depending on
their assignment, and leave the day after the
closing ceremony.

Staff receive a few days off to enjoy all the
benefits and privileges of participants. Youth
staff sleep in M*A*S*H-style Army tents
(provided) while adults generally sleep in
barracks. All have access to washing machines,
showers, and other amenities.

For details, contact the service center by
calling 582-366.

(

; ;¥ 8 Saturday, May 1
' § East Fork of the Bear, Thursday-
Saturday, June 17-19
H 8 Saturday, July 17
T( 8
East Fork of the Bear Scout Reservation, July
26-31

6 1 § Friday & Saturday, September
17-18
# ) ( 8§ Saturday, October 16
2 61 8§ October 16-17
# (<

Submissions are welcome. E-mail your
suggestions the editor at vinfo@gslc-bsa.org. The
copy deadline is the third Wednesday of each
month.

If you would like to receive the Varsity Letter
electronically via e-mail, please send your e-mail
address to vinfo@gslc-bsa.org.

Previous issues of the Varsity Letter are
available online via the Great Salt Lake Council
Varsity Scout World Wide Web site at http://ww
w.gslc-bsa.org/varsity/vietter/index.htm.
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